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NOTICE. 



In the composition of this work we hare chiefly 

consulted:— 

I. The Writings ofSosur de Bhiuaai. 

Fragments of Memoirs and of Letters addressed 
by Sceur Anne Madeleine to her directors, or to 
her superiors. Monseigneur de Belzunce was at 
first unwilling that SoBur B^musat should write 
her memoirs, as the nuns of the Visitation wished ; 
but it is probable that he afterwards withdrew 
his opposition. He must subsequently himself 
havre been in possession of some of the writings of 
the sister; for we know that he sent some to 
Queen Clementina of England, who, after the 
death of SoBur B^musat, begged as a favour that 
some souvenir of the sister might be granted her. 
In her gratitude the dethroned queen wrote as 
follows to the Bishop of Marseilles : 

<' Monsieur the Bishop of Marseilles, 

*'I have received with pleasure the pious 
document that you have sent me. It will be the 

1 D B 
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more valued by mei since it is written by a holy 
xiuni and comes from you whom I so highly 
esteem. I cannot do less than thank you, and 
assure you of all the due Bdelings of regard and 
esteem with which| Monsieur the Bishop of Mar- 
seiUeSi I am^ 

" Tour attached friend, 

-^CLEMENTINA, Qttebn." 

Another portion of the writings or memoirs of 
the sister remained in the possession of the First 
Monastery of the Visitation at Marseilles. In 
the very year of the death of the sister, the supe- 
rior, M^re Anne Theodore Nogareft, remitted 
these Memoirs to a pious man, who was commis- 
sioned to write the life of the sister. This Idjbf 
however, did not appear till thirty years after- 
"wards, and it contains only a few fragments of 
the writings of the sister. After this publication 
the writings were restored to the monastery, but 
in 1792, during the revolutionary disturbances, 
the sister who had the charge of them, seized with 
fear at the prospect of the domiciliary visits, 
threw them Into the Bre. Only a few fragments 
escaped destruction, and were printed in another 
Life of the sii^ter, published in 1868. These are 
the fragments, X^^^^^^^^^ already in the flrst 
Iiife,) that we cite from, and have partly tran- 
scribed under the general title of AocourU qf 
Oomoience of Sosor Anne Madeleine. 
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The Spiriiml Betreai of SoBur Amie JXadeldse, 
# initai^ drawn up by her in early religious lifeu 

Spiritual Lent, in preparation for the feast of 
Ihe iSacred Seadrt jof Jesus, composed About the 
M9me time. 

jSon^ fragments of the letters of fiodor Aase 
Madeleine, printed in her life^ 



II. l)ooument8 handed over hy Order tf t^ 
Visitation* 

The circular of the Mere Anne Theodore Noga- 
ret, superior of the First Monastery of the Visita- 
tion, concerning the death of Sosur Anne Made- 
leine. It is dated 15th February, 173Qi 

The Letter of Monseigneur the Bishop of Mar- 
eeilles^ to the respected Sceur Marie Agnes de 
Gr^ard, of the First Monastery of the Visitation 
Sainte Marie de Bouen, concerning Sodur Anna 
Madetoine de .B^musat, nun of the same Order, 
who died in the odour of sanctity in the First 
Monastery of Marseilles. Communicated to the 
faithful of the diocese of Marseilles for their 
instruction. It is signed, "Henry, Bit&op of 
Marseilles.*' This letter is a reply of Monseig- 
neur de Belzunce, addressed to M^re de Gr^ard, 
^th the design of refuting the calumnies extant 
fConoeming Sosur Anne Madeleine de B^musal, 
ai^, likewise te throw light up<m her yirtues. 
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This letfcer must be looked upon as a document 
of the highest importanca to our Life of the 
Sister. 

The circular ef M&re Theodore Elizabeth 
DucloB, of the Monastery of Marseillesi communi'^ 
eating the preceding episcopal letter to the whole 
Order of the Visitation. The date of this circular 
is 28th May, 1732. 

The circular of the Eirst Monastery of the 
Visitation at Marseilles, dated 1st May, 1721, 
concerning the plague with which this town was 
then afflicted. 

The circular, on the same subject, of the M&re 
!Fran9oi8e Benigne Dorly6 de Saint Innocent, 
dated Ist October, 1723. 

Various circulars of the First Monastery of 
the Visitation at Marseilles, giving in abridgment 
the lives and virtues of the nuns of the Monastery, 
who were contemporaries of Soaur Anne Made- 
leine. These, as well as the preceding circulars, 
have been communicated to us by the Visitation 
of Marseilles. 



ni. Wqt1c9 relating to the life of the Soeur de 
Memusat 

The Life of the venerated Sceur Anne Madeleine 
de Bdmusat^ nun of the Visitation Sainte Marie, 
who died in the odour of sanctity, in the Eirst 
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Monastery of Marseilles. J. A. Brebion, Mar- 
seilleSy mboclx. This life is unfortunately very 
incomplete. It contains fragments of the Aeeouni 
of Chnscienee^ as above mentioned. The author, 
whose name is unknown to us, seems to have 
feared to bring forward celestial favours and 
miraculous facts, which might provoke the ridicule 
of the incredulous. This fear made him hesitate 
for thirty years befoje he published his work, and 
was considerably detrimental to its composition. 
It throws no light at all upon the mission of 
Sceur Anne Madeleine. It was communicated to 
the Order of the Visitation by Mere Marie 
Charlotte Billon, in a circular dated 12th August, 
1760. This venerable ^Bnperior had been the 
intimate friend of SoBur Anne Madeleine, and 
survived her forty years. 

Life of the venerated Sceur Anne Madeleine de 
Mdmusat, deceased 15th February, 1730, in the 
^irst Monastery of the Visitation Sainte Marie 
de Marseilles. Lyons and Paris, Felix Oirard, 
1868. This Life is but a new edition of the first 
Life, composed afresh, and augmented by new 
fragments of the Account of Conscience, and by 
details given by the old sisters of the monastery.. 
It is most useful to the present wor^, because it 
contains all that the traditions of the monastery 
had preserved concerning SoBur de B^musat. It 
may be added that this tradition is most trust* 
worthy, for the following reasons : some of the 
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confemporftries of tb^ eister died at an adranoei 
age, Yiz. Sooor Anne Yietoire de B^motat lived t<» 
1760, and M^re Billon to 1770. The former tTM 
tBe sfeter of Sobut Anne Madeleine, the latteif 
her moat intimate friend. Thef must doubtlesif 
bare been but little satisfied with the first Lifei 
published in 1760, and must haye recounted to 
their younger companions the beautiful facts and 
great virtues of which they had been the eye" 
witnesses. The memory of these things would 
naturally have been preserved In the monastery* 
With jealous care. Moreover, the First Monastery 
of the Visitation of Marseilles received among its 
ddviees, in 1782, Soeur Agatha Elisabeth de B^mu- 
Bftt, nfece of So^ur Anne Madeleine ; she was well 
informed concerning the life of her aunt, and trod 
in her holy footsteps. During the reign of terror, 
[^(Bur Agatha Elizabeth was imprisoned^ and barely 
cjscaped the guillotine. On her restoration to^ 
liberty, and as soon as the times permitted of it, 
she founded tf school, with the help of her uncle, 
the Gfrand Ticaire de E^musat, who had just 
returned from emigration. The dispensed nuna 
of the Tisitation were some of them then enabled 
to retttm to their monastery icL the year 1806< 
Sceur Agatha Elizabeth, who supported them by 
her credit atid her alms, rejoined them only in 
1619. She lived till 1837^ was three times supe« 
rtor, und left an uneffkceable impression behind 
fadr, not aldne ki her community^ b«^ throughout 
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the town of Marseilles. Hence it seems evident 
that the tradition which is preserved in the 
monastery concerning Soenr Anne Madeleine is 
surrounded with every mark of truth. 

In conclusion, we declare that throughout this 
work we have intended to conform to the decrees 
of Urban YIIL, of 13th March^ 1625, and of Sth 
June, 1631. 
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ANNE MADELEINE DE REMUSAT. 



CHAPTER I. 
The First Years. 

' "Bens providebit eibi viotimani holooansti.— God will 
proTide Hunself » Tiotim lor an holooaost.*'— 6feii«9. zzii 8. 

. Deyotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus has in 
^hese days received a new and wonderful exten- 
sion. No longer merely a priyate deyotioui con- 
duciye to the perfection of a few chosen souls, it 
is now a public worship, from which we may hope 
much for the salvation of the whole of society. 
yiTQ are eye-witnesses every day to new and ten- 
der manifestations of love towards the Heart of 
the Man-God : and on the 16th June, 1875, the 
two hundredth anniversary of the great revelation 
of Faray-le-Monial, we beheld all the faithful 
children of the Church throughout the entire 
world, consecrate themselves unanimously to this 
Divine Heart, in the* inspired words enjoined by 
the illustrious Pontiff Pius IX. 
It was but fitting that the blossoming forth of 
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tliis beautiful devotion Bbould carry the mind back 
to those whO| by the inspiration of the Spirit of 
Gtoif were the means of planting it in the midst of 
the Christian world. This is why the life of 
Blessed Margaret Mary Alaeoque is new lotowa 
flcnd admired by alL Pondering over its pages one 
still hears in fsuicy the virgin of Faray-le-Monial 
proclaiming the mercies of the Sacred Heart. So 
likewise is it, in due {proportion, with regard to the 
other apostles of the Heart of Jesus ; with F^re 
de la Colombi^^ and also the sons^ of St. Igna- 
tiuSy and the daughters of St. Francis of Sales, 
who have so much contributed to the establish- 
ment and propagation of the new devotion. 
Another soul had her share in this admirable his- 
tory, and after the^ forgetfiilness of more than m 
century attention is now drawn towards ber pro^ 
fidential misBion, which was truly inferior to none, 
excepting that of Blessed Margaret Mary herself. 
Sodur Anne Madeleine de B^musat^ nun in the 
First Monastery of the Yisitation at Marseilles^ 
was, in flie fij*st half of the eighteenth centuiyv 
the ardent apostle of the devotion to the Heart of 
Jesus Christ. Just as He had chosen ber prede^ 
dessov of Faray-le-Monial| so did our Lovd als<r 
cdioose ber to be the victim and apostle tf Mi0 
wrtmi^d Meart. He afterwards made her Hie 
m^ssttiget to Monsdfgneur de Belsuncoi the 
Bishop of Marseilles, and ihe Ufa$ the hidden pro* 
m»t^ of iha cameoratian of thU groat town to ike 
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SoGfedEeart Tliia is tha privileged loul of whom 
ve are about to speak. We shall e&deavour, if 
possible, to shed a new light upon her missiozi^ 
iu order to glorify the Heart of the Msa-Ood. 

The fiunily of B^musat (or S^usat according 
to the orthography oi the times) was an ancient 
and noble £uni]y of Provence^ long settled at 
Marseilles, and thoroughly imbued Irith the char* 
icteristftCB of the Marsdllais^ This old city,* whicb 
was founded by the FhoBnieiatis,^ has,* it is well 
ioiown, always been one of the ttiost prospesbus 
towns of Europe* Admirably situated On thd 
edge of the great interioir basin around wfaiob 
seethe the destinies of &e human raoe^ it xeeeiyed 
soMier than the rest of France the two great gifta 
of eivilisatftotk with ooneurrent siehesy and tiie 
Christian faithv Lazarus^ Martha and Mary, are 
said by tradition to ha?e landed on its ihares^ and 
certainly it may be said that tiie lively faith and 
ardent charity of the Mavseillais uMiat h»ve bden 
a l^aey of that fieunily of Bethany^ whom outf 
Lord so lo?ed. Open towards Bome^ Maraeilletf 
receives im aU its purity the irsi breath oi 
Catholicityi whilst innumerable vessels biiag to 
its shores the treasures of all lands. 

Once settled in this town thd B^musats gave 
t&emselves up to maritime commercei* following 
the example ef the Molfctriientf^ Caiiddles^ aai4 

e See Borel d'Hanterive, Annuaire de la NobUsie cU Frcmo§ 
U Wg» eS a» ISSA» Aiiwles JUimmtt, 
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many other families of chivalrio or feudal origini 
who, far from fearing to lower themselves, were 
on the contrary, proud of this profession.* They 
acquired therein a yery good position and great 
riches. They even became illustrious through 
their alliances with the first families of the city, 
and their tenure, at diiSerent epochs, of high muni« 
cipal posts. They were, moreover, most sincere 
Christians, and the sentiments of honour and 
probity were hereditary in the family .f 

Anne Madeleine was bom at Marseilles on the 
80th of November, 1696. Her parents, Hyacinthe 
de B^musat, the head of an important house of 
business, and Madame B6musat, nee Anne Con- 
stant, had already six children, of whom five were 
sons. The new comer was baptised on the very 
day of her birth, at the church of Notre Dame des 
Acooules, aud was called Madeleine, which was a 
favourite name at Marseilles. 

Her parents spared no care in order to bring 
her up well Although he was engaged in most 
important commercial affairs, M. de B6musat 
considered it his first duty and most precious 
occupation to preside over the education of his 

* See A. Fabre, Sistovre de M(MrB€%Ue, liv. Ste. Mftrohetii, 
JHseovrs aur le nigoce dea gentiUhommes de Ma/r»eille, 
King Charles IX., In letters patent, of 1566, declared that the 
famUies of the nobles oonld engage in oommeroe without 
fear of derogation. 

•Viedela Veneree ScBwrAn'MMadeUvM de Bdmueai^ ohap. i. 
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cliildren, and to fonn their minds and hearts. He 
was ably seconded by Madame de B^mosat. 8hd 
was one of those diligent women who, according to 
the Holy Ghost, are the crown of their husbands.* 
She loved her children, not only tenderly, but as a 
Christian mother should love, viz. with a mingled 
discernment, firmness, and gentleness. She knew 
also how to make herself beloved by them in 
return. 

From her tenderest infancy Madeleine appeared 
highly gifted; but all her natural advantages 
were marred by a too excessive vivacity. This 
defect was soon corrected by means of her strength 
of will, which enabled her to learn early the lesson 
of self-restraint, and her chief characteristic 
thenceforward became that of the most amiable 
piety. 

The love of the angelical virtue was with her a 
gifb of her earliest years, as appeared from her 
extreme delicacy of conscience, and the horror 
that she showed for anything that appeared to 
her in the least contrary to decency. The impulse 
of grace even urged her to reject caresses, for 
which she always showed an insurmountable re- 
pugnance. This was at first a cause of diversion 
to those about her, but afterwards her feelings on 
the matter were respected, when they were dis* 
covered to be so serious and so deep. Thus did 
the Holy Spirit early infuse into this candid soul a 
• Prov. xii. 4. 
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mjBterioat Afctmotion towardB penanoe mnd Ohriiu 
tian austerilT; 

He taught her abo, by the interior moTements 
t>f grace* even in the earliest dawn of reason, tiiat 
ibe true happiness of the creature consists ia 
giving itself to Qod. Madeleine had in a manner 
the instinct of the cloister, and almost as soon as 
she could speak she expressed her desire to entor 
it. But the enemy of all good prowled aboi^ 
her, and discoyering her weak point, he attacked 
her through her vanity. The resistance was but 
feeble, and soon the daughter of M. de B^mnsal; 
became passionately fond of dress and ornaments. 
This was one of the greatest dangers to her jn>uL 
To how many has it not been the cause of their 
losing many precious graces I How many young 
souls, called to a supernatural life, and filled by 
the Holy Spirit with early longings tot the reli- 
•giouB life, and with Sis choicest and most el^ 
"vated graces, have lost their high yocation through 
their inordinate loye of dress and pleasured Le4 
ib&ftray by vanity, they have ceased to listen to the 
'Sweet interior voice fliat called them to leave aU 
for God, and He, in punishment for their unfaithr 
fulness, has withdrawn Himself from them. 

Happily it was not thus for Madeleineu 8hf 
did not understand how reprehensible was tiiis 
love of vanity, but the Divine Master wearied mot 
vof waiting. A bright light shone into her soi^ 
and at once she understood all. From that 
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gnonmnt «lie c(mo€dy«d a profound ^niempt for 
ihe Wiorld, und made a resolatiom to ieave it. She 
mm (oaly eigbt jeam oUl idiea ihiM graco wai 
panted bee 

i^vdng formed ker deaiga, «Iie kept it secret, 
because she knew that the time was not come fear 
its execution. But one day sbe learnt that tiiere 
were religious eonrnunities where children of her 
years were reeeiyed, and aggre^ted to a Third 
Order, whose habit they wore until they were of 
.«ge to bind themsehres in^Tocably by yows of 
jreligion. At this siews she was jtraaspcrted witk 
joy, and, unable to moderate her ardour, she went 
tit once to her parents, and begged their permis^ 
Bion to consecrate herself to Ood in a monastery 
of Poor Ckres. 

The astonishment of IL and Madame de BSmu- 
aat may be imagined. How indeed could they 
liaye suspected that their daughter, at her tender 
jige, bad been so enlightened imd influenced by 
grace P Treating her request as the oaprice -of a 
child, they endeayoured to satisfy her with vague 
promises. But Hadeleine neyer forgot these pro- 
^ses. She often recalled them: often did she 
•peak of the happiness of a soul who has conse- 
icrated itself to Gt)d. The supernatural life that 
was growing so rapidly within her soul shone with 
jucb extraordinaxy brillianey that her psrents al 
lenjfth understood that the Holy Obost bad 
special designs in her r^;ard, and fearing to resist 
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the Will of Ood, they resolred to grant the 
fkrour lo ardently desired. As they had a reli^ 
tion in the Second Monastery of the Visitation at 
Marseiilesi they gave the preference to this hoase, 
and made arrangements with the superior for the 
reception of their daughter.* 

On the day fixed they told Madeleine that she 
was going, to the convent. At theto words the 
child trembled with joy, and in the first transport 
of her gratitude she embraced her fiither and 
mother. M. and Madame de B^musat could not . 
refrain from tears, but rising already above 
nature, Madeleine sweetly comforted them, and 
begged of them not to delay her happiness. They 
took her therefore at once to the monastery. On 
the way her joy increased, and reached its height 
when she set foot on the threshold. What was 
this delicious feeling with which her soul was thus 
flooded ? It was the good odour of Christ, with 
which the earth was filled, says St. Ambrose, 
speaking of the Incarnation, when the Heart of 
the Heavenly Father breathed forth His Word.t 

* Vie, etc. loo. oit. Aooordingr to the doonmenta farniahed 
by the Yisitation, this relation seema to hare been tho 
Sister Therese Elizabeth de Bemosat. There had been in 
the monastery two other sisters of Bemosat, both sisterp 
and coasins of Sister Therese Elizabeth. These were Sister 
Marie Claire, who died in 1705, aged 18, after twenty-ono 
months of profession, and Sister Therese Chr^tienne, who 
died in 17H t^ffod 25, after eleven months of profession. 

t De Yirginih lib. iii. 
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The first days of Bchool life were sweet to her. 
She was never wearied of blessiDg the God who 
had drawn her from the world, and she promised 
herself never to cross the threshold of the hoase 
of the Lord. Those around her encouraged her 
to perseyere in these good dispositions, but they 
were careful not to encourage a vocation as yet 
too uncertain. However, Madeleine, who was 
placed in the charge of the sister who was mistress 
of the school, soon distinguished herself in the 
accomplishment of her duties, and became the 
model of her companions. These latter observed 
her closely, and often with jealous eyes, but they 
were unable to fiad any fault, nor could they 
refrain from admiring her. 

About this time happened an incident which it 
is necessary to relate, because G-od made use of it 
in the accomplishment of His designs. Like most 
young girls of her rank, Madeleine excelled in 
needlework, and especially in embroidery. She 
had one day the misfortune to take away a skein 
of silk, which belonged to her, but which her 
mistress had set aside to be used later. To this 
slight fault she added another more considerable, 
by denying twice that she had taken the silk. At 
that moment the bell rang for supper, and Made- 
leine hastened from the room of her mistress 
towards, the refectory. Whilst passing through a 
corridor, her attention was arrested by a picture 
that she had seen a hundred times before without 
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taking much notice of it. It was the treachery of 
Judas, and these words were inscribed beneath : 
*' He who wishes to betray Me has only to make; 
nse of a lie.*' Instantly she was conscience* 
stricken, and, forgetful of supper or recreation, 
she ran to the chapel, and there, prostrate on the 
ground, shed torrents of tears. Here God was 
awaiting her; and while she was thus imploring 
His pardon, the Divine Master appeared to her 
bearing His cross. He bent upon her a look full 
of indignation and of tenderness, and said to her: 
" It is thou, My daughter, who hast reduced Me 
to this state." Tbese words pierced her very 
heart, like an arrow of fire. Whilst grief and 
loye contended within her she was ravished into 
extasy, and remained long absorbed in the Ood 
who attracted her so powerfully. At length, 
coming to herself, she hastened to her mistress 
and avowed her fault. In a voice choked with 
sobs she begged for chastisement. So great was 
her emotion that they were obliged to soothe the 
poor penitent, and, instead of punishing, to comfort^ 
and encourage her.* 

All who have any experience of the ways of 
Ood with souls will have noted the importance of 
the grace He had here granted to this humble 
chUd. It was but the forerunner of still more 
signal graces. The Divine Master never begins 
to purify a soul thus early, and in so miraculoui a 
* Yk, etc. 0. 2. 
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mannery save with the design to bring it withia 
the radiance of His own mysterious light, for the 
purpose of contracting with it a most close union^ 
and of making use of it as an extraordinary in> 
Btrument of His providence. Moreoyer, the grace 
that we have just related would seem at once, and 
in a visible manner, to have borne the fruit that 
God had in view, for the time was hastened for 
the First Communion of Madeleine. 

It is easy to conceive the ardour with which she 
prepared for the reception of the greatest of the 
Sacraments. Favoured with the vision of Jesus, 
what a high idea must she not have formed of the 
Eucharistic Bread which communicates Him to 
our souls I And so the thought of Communion 
absorbed her entirely. It was her waking 
thought ; it reigned in her mind throughout the 
day ; and even during the night it lingered in the 
intervals of sleep. She never wearied of hearing 
the Sacrament of Love spoken of, and she faltered 
not in the pious practices and mortifications that 
formed part of the preparation. All the time that 
she could spare from her occupations was passed 
before the Blessed Sacrament, where she poured 
out her heart before the Heart of Jesus. There 
it was that she received the gift of tears. O pre- 
cious gift ! O eminent grace ! for each tear comes 
from the hearty and is caused by the fervour of 
the desire. An infinite Ood can only be glorified 
by an infinite offering, and it has been Bsii that 
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tears are mfinite beeause of the infinite desires of 
the soul.* Do we not see this in Madeleine, 
when, in answer to the inquiries of her mistress 
she says: "Is it possible that you can ask me 
what is the matter, as if you were in ignorance ? 
Do you not know that I shall soon have the hap- 
piness to receiye my Qod ? I cannot think of it 
without shedding floods of tears. ^ 

At length the day of the First Communion 
dawned. GPhere is always something ineffable and 
touching in this first meeting of the King of 
Glory with a child. The angels of heayen assist 
with admiration at this sweet interview. But 
how much more sublime is the spectacle when the 
soul has been prepared by extraordinary gifts ! 
As the high Thrones lower their wings under the 
feet of God, so does the soul bow down its powers 
under the feet of Jesus. Jesus gives Himself to 
the soul, and the soul gives itself to Jesus, and 
the promise of an eternal love is exchanged. 
Happy soul that tastes thus for the first time the 
delights of a divine repast ; henceforward it will 
aspire only to please the august Guest who thus 
visits it, and bo to merit the communion of eter- 
nity ! 

' Did this take place in the soul of Madeleine at 

the hour of her First Communion? "We know 

not; for she confided to none the secret of the 

mysterious operations of her Spouse : but her 

• Cathar. Senen. Dial. zoii. 
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angelic appearance, her eyes bathed in tears, and 
her inflamed countenance showed that something 
great was passing within her. 

Moreover, the effects that followed testified to 
the importance of the grace received. A total 
change came over her. The last vestiges of her 
vivacity, and of her natural eagerness for external 
objects, even her taste for frivolities, disappeared 
^together. Precious virtues budded forth : un- 
ceasing vigilance, perfect regularity, prompt doci- 
lity and obedience excited the admiration of the 
community. But what charmed them above all 
was her high gift of prayer. The eye of her mind 
was ever fixed on God, and beyond visible objects 
Madeleine seemed to behold an Object invisible to 
others, the God whom she loved with her whole 
soul. This was her usual aspect amidst her 
companions, whether taking part in their conver- 
sations, or through obedience applying herself to* 
external works. But no sooner was the time over 
that was allotted by the rule for exterior occupa- 
tions than Madeleine was again absorbed by the 
influence of grace, and, giving herself up without 
restraint to her resistless attraction for prayer* 
she remained motionless and entranced. These 
were the beginnings, when she tasted the ineffable 
sweetness of contemplation; Jesus drew her by 
His consolations, and the fire of His love ioflamed 
her very countenance, and shed a halo of sanctity 
furound her person. 
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But it was deemed advisable to put her spirit 
of prayer to the test. Yerj often the voice of 
obedieuce called her from prayer under pretext of 
employing her in external occupations. She 
obeyed with alacrity, notwithstanding her pain; 
but she endeayoured to make up for the lost time 
by infringing on the hours of recreation. For this 
her mistress wisely reproved her, assuring her 
that nothing was so opposed to the spirit of 8, 
Francis of Sales as singularity of conduct, and 
that if she wished to be numbered^one day among 
his daughters, she must accustom herself to the 
common life, and prefer the merit of obedience to 
the most holy actions of her own choosing. This 
admonition produced upon her an ineffaceable 
impression, and thenceforward she exercised her- 
self constantly in this kind of sacrifice, which is 
most difficult and most repugnant to self-love and 
to nature. 

Her obedience became perfect, and the historian 
of her life cites more than one instance in proof 
that it often attained a high degree of perfection. 
To put some limit to her thirst for privations, she 
was ordered to eat everything that should be 
placed before her. It happened one day by mis- 
take that fruit, some of which was rotten, was put 
upon the plate of Mademoiselle de B^musat. 
Eememberiog the order of her miBtress, and with- 
out a moment's hesitation, she eat it all up indis- 
criminately. This drew upon her the ridicule of 
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iier companions ; but tbe dear child kept silence^ 
and offered her confasion secretly to G-od, esteem- 
ing herself but too happj to thus partake in the 
humiliations of her Diyine Master. 

In order to try her yirtue, Froyidence perw 
mitted this incident^ which they did not appro- 
ciatCy to entirely change the opinion of the other 
pupils. They now looked upon Mademoiselle de 
S^musat with the utmost disdain ; they misinter- 
preted all her words and acts, and loaded her with 
insults. She had now become the object of anti- 
pathy and contempt, from having been the 
fayourite of all her companions. This is unfor- 
tunately often the case in educational houses. It 
sufficed that Madeleine should appear among her 
companions to be at once assailed with a storm of 
abuse. Her yirtue stood firm amidst these tem- 
pests. The gentle young girl understood all, and 
while keenly feeling the insults, she raised her 
soul to G-od, and did not permit her countenance 
to betray her sufferings. She made no complaint 
to her mistress, although one word from her 
would haye ended these painful scenes. Far from 
ayoiding humiliation, she clung to it, and loved it 
supematurally. Moreover, it was owing to her 
intercession that the contrivers of these insults 
escaped the punishment that awaited them. 

In this way did grace form this tender soul, and 
prepare it for its glorious mission. Until now the 
preparation had been but distant^ but now thQ 
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unction of G-od took a wider range, the Dime 
Master pronounced the word that was to decide 
her whole life. 

Her prayer became more intimate. Madeleine 
rteeiyed heayenlj farourfl, penetrating lights in 
her understanding, sweet ardours in her wilL 
Their effect was to unite her more closely to her 
Divine Master, and to make her desire His pres- 
ence more fervently. Her spiritual hunger for 
Holy Communion became excessive, and she suf- 
fered a kind of agony during the intervals 
between the Communions that were allowed her 
on Sundays and feast days. At the same time 
she felt that our Lord became more pressing, and 
an internal voice made her understand the Divine 
exactions. But the light was not as yet complete. 
She begged her Divine Master to make known to 
her His will, promising to undertake and to suf- 
fer anything in its accomplishment. At length 
dawned the 2nd of July, the feast of the Visita- 
tion. Madeleine went to Communion, and after 
Communion, as she reiterated her supplications, 
she heard in her heart Jesus speaking to her 
thus: "I will that thou shouldst be faithful to 
Me.*' At the same time a sudden light came 
upon her, and showed her a part of the designs of 
Ood in her regard. She understood that until 
then she had done nothing but receive, that now 
it was time to give, and that the fidelity that was 
exacted ficom her would consist in putting to 
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death nature and self-loTe. Armed with a divine 
courage^ from that hour she declared an uncom- 
promising war against herself Henceforward we 
shall see Madeleine renouncing everything, seek- 
ing after those things that she loathes, and de- 
priving herself of things that she likes. 
• Eeeling one day a horror for certain insects, 
this repugnance seemed to her a delicacy that 
must be overcome at any cost, and convinced that 
God asked the sacrifice of her, she took a con- 
siderable number of the insects and eat them, 
without showing any external mark of her dis- 
gust. On another occasion, finding a vase full of 
the blood and remains of these same insects, an 
impulse of grace made her put it to her lips and 
drain it to the dregs, before her mistress, who 
perceived it too late, could stop her. 

Meditating one day on the Crowning with 
Thorns, she was seized with a sudden longing to 
suffer something of the same kind in imitation of 
her Saviour : taking a long thick pin, which fas- 
tened her veil, she drove it into her head with 
sufficient force to make a deep wound.* 

Thus was she prepared for the designs of Provi- 
dence. The time had now come when she was to 
hear the great word that would give a distinctive 
diaracter to her whole life. The Divine Saviour 

• I Vie, etc o. ii. See also tho Cireulavre du premier 
Monasiere de la VisitaHon de Marseille of. ISth .February, 
IfSO. 
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drew near to His litUe Spouse, and dropping tbe 
tone of a master, in which He had hitherto ad- 
dressed her, He seemed as if He would open His 
Heart to her, and consult her as one consults a 
friend : ** My daughttr^^ He said to her, " I^iuik 
vicHmJ* 

At this word of tictim Madeleine felt trans-i 
ported. Her ardour for suffering redoubled ; but 
esteeming herself a thousand times unworthy of 
such a high destiny, she dared not offer herself. 
Therefore, repassing in her mind the holiest per- 
sons she knew, she proposed the one who seemed 
to her the most worthy of such a favour. But 
Jesus replied : ^' No, that is not the one I seek/' 
With the same simplicity that had induced her to 
propose the first, she proposed successiyely a 
second and a third ; but as she always receiyed 
the same reply, she took refuge at last in a re- 
spectful silence, adoring the will of G-od, and 
leaving to Him the care of His glory. Jesusj 
who had only questioned her to try her humility 
and her love, and to surprise her by a choice that 
she did not expect, left her no longer in suspenne. 
With an ineffable expression, with the tender 
condescension that had drawn Him to confide in 
the zeal of this courageous virgin. He said to her : 
'' It is thyself, My daughter, whom I have chosen 
for My victim." Having pronounced this solemn 
word, this word of a lifetime. He disappeared. 

This word sank into the soul of Madeleine witk 
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an extraordinary and sudden illamination. She 
was filled with lore and admiration, with tender- 
ness and gratitude. She was penetrated with 
Qoi, and absorbed into the Heart of her Jesus. 
When she came to herself, when she had mea- 
sured her happiness, and had understood that she 
was to be raised to the dignity of spouse and vic- 
tim of the Diyine Lamb, she humbled herself 
profoundly ; and just as Jesus delirered Himself 
to His Father for an odour of sweetness,* so did 
she make of herself a complete and irreyocable 
offering.t 

When a victim is about to be sacrificed, it is 
offered according to a certain law, which deter- 
mines the rite of oblation and the mode of de- 
struction. The different sacrifices of the Old 
Testament are all only imperfect figures of the 
one perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ. They 
also represent to us the mystical sacrifice of 
sbuls who immolate themselves to God in union 
with the Lamb. In the pages of Leviticus we 
find the law of sacrifice, which ordains that the 
victim be entirely consumed by the sacred fire. 
This is the text: ''The victim shall be burned 
Upon the altar, all night until morning ; the fire 
shall be of the same altar.":^ This is our concep- 
tion of the sacrifice of Madeleine. She will be 
entirely consumed on the altar of the Heart of 

• EplieB. T. 2. t ^^* ^^ °* ^ 

^ t Levit. vi. 0. 
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Jesus Chrisb, by the flame of dWine love that 
issaea therefrom. She will be thus barned all 
night until morning, that is to say, daring her 
entire life, and until the dawn of her eternity. 
Already divine charity was pressing her, and she 
sighed only after the fire of suffering. 

Her first trial was this vehement longing to 
suffer. It grew until it became a real torment 
On the feast of S. Theresa Madeleine complained 
earnestly to our Lord, and begged Kim, by the 
office of victim with which He had deigned to 
invest her, to give her at length a share in His 
cross. She heard then an interior voice, which 
said : " Thy prayer shall be granted." It was 
indeed granted, but not for some weeks after, and 
then in a way which she was far from e;specting. 
On the feast of S. Francis Xavier she was visited 
with an intense desolation ; G-od seemed to have 
abandoned her. He withdrew from her all His 
sensible favours : the gift of tears, the fervour 
that made everything easy, the divine delights of 
prayer, the illuminations of her understanding, 
the sacred transports of her heart ; in fine, even 
the sweet interior peace which made her soul like 
to a sheet of calm water that is gently caressed 
and penetrated by the rays of the sun. All was 
taken from her in a single moment. In exchange 
she felt only dryness, weariness, and repugnances. 
Thick darkness enveloped her mind; her heart 
was crushed by fear, and dried up by grief. The 
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tabernacle was mute for her, and God seemed to 
be DO longer a friend, but an irritated judge. In 
fine, on whichever aide she turned she met with 
nothing but desolation. 

This was the moment that Satan had chosen 
wherein to attack Madeleine. He represented to 
her that until that day she had been the yictim of 
illusions; that she had done nothing but irritate 
heaven ; and that the only way to put an end to 
her disorders was to end her life. The tempter 
succeeded in persuading her that the interests and 
glory of God demanded this sacrifice, and that it 
was not surprising that a child of sixteen should 
be incapable of resisting such artifices. But God 
watched over her, and He put a nun in her way, 
who, detecting the stratagem of the devil, saved 
her from an act of despair, and tried by gentle 
words to calm her trouble. 

The pain, however, continued ) and the combat 
grew in intensity. The character of Madeleine 
also grew in these struggles, which called for all 
her courage. She attained even to heroism, for 
her fidelity was dauntless, her vigilance admirable, 
and she fulfilled with the most perfect regularity 
duties for which she no longer experienced any- 
thing but violent disgust. Thus it was that, 
though in her own estimation she no longer loved 
God, she loved Him in the purest manner, and 
glorified Him in the way most worthy of Him. 
By so doipg she inflicted upon the tempter a more 
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Bbamefal defeat ; for the most •bameful defeat the 
deril can tostain is from a soul that is apparently 
abandoned by Gbd, and weaned from all spirituid 
consolation* 

Undoubtedly the road along which God led 
His faithful servant was painful and bristling with 
difficulties ; she could not pursue it without the 
assistance and direction of a guide who should be 
at once learned and capable. This help the poor 
child could not find in the ordinary confessor of 
the monastery. She spoke of it to her mistress, 
who appears to haye been her own aunt, Sister 
Th^rese Elizabeth de Bemusat* SoBur Th^rese 
Elizabeth willingly undertook to procure for her 
niece as director a religious of the Society of 
Jesus, who was in all probability the Pere Milley. 
In so doing she acted conformably to the spirit of 
S. Erancis de Sales. That eminent director of 
consciences had always upheld the necessity of a 
guide in the spiritual life ;t and in conformity 
with the spirit of. the Church he had strongly 
recommended that in the choice of a confessor 
souls should be allowed that right and holy 
liberty which renders the yoke of the Lord sweet 
and light4 Madeleine made use then of a sacred 

• Aooordingr to the doonments preserved in tbe arobiyes of 
the Second Monastery of the Visitation, Soenr ThSr^so 
Elizabeth died on 28rd Angvst, 1729, aged 89 years, and 21 
years professed. 

t Introduction to a Devout Life, Ffcst Part, o. 4.- 
t Spirit of S. Frauoie of Sales, xvii. 15. 
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and unasaailable right in asking for a guide who 
should be capable of supporting her in her interior 
combat ; likewise her prudent mistress fulfilled a 
duty when she made known to the Superior of the 
Monastery the wishes of her pupiL But un- 
happily the Superior was very much opposed to 
the project, and Madeleine was disappointed in 
her hope.* 

At this distance of time it is difficult to judge 
of the conduct of the worthy Superior. Never- 
theless when, in connection with this last incident, 
we consider the eyents of supernatural character 
that we hare already related, we are induced to 
believe that Gh>d, for a purpose which we shall 
presently mention, had veiled the soul of Made- 
leine in the eyes of all the superiors of the 
inonastery, excepting perhaps the mistress of the 
schooL How otherwise could it be that nuns 
formed in the school of the Visitation, and 
acquainted with supernatural ways, could possibly 
have failed to understand the significance of the 
apparition of ^our Lord bearing His cross, related 
by BO candid a child as Madeleine, and accom- 
panied by such extraordinary proofs of the 
absence of illusion, and of the truth of her affir- 
mations? And if they admitted this fact, how 
was it that they did not at once infer that Provi- 
dence was forming that soul for great things, and 
that consequently He was leading it in the high- 
• Vie, eto. 0. Hi. 
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est paths, wherein an enlightened gaide was indis- 
pensable P However this was, we have no doubt 
concerning the providential design of G-od oyer 
this soul: the Divine Master had resolved to 
place elsewhere her who was to glorify His Heart, 
and hence He permitted this opposition to her 
wishes. 

Madeleine submitted respectfully to the decision 
of her superior, bat feeling that it would be im- 
possible for her to maintain herself in her state of 
trial without some external help, she resolved to 
return for a time to her father's house, in order to 
place herself under the direction of the guide 
whom God intended for her. She was not long in 
carrying out this resolution, which depicts so well 
the firmness of her character and the uprightness 
of her judgment. M. de Eemusat coming to the 
monastery a few days afterwards, Madeleine told 
him of her wish. He did not wait to be ^treated, 
but took his daughter away at once. Thus did 
«he leave the holy enclosure of the Second Monas- 
tery of the Visitation, which she never saw again.* 

• Fie, etc. c. ii. 
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CHAPTER II, 
H^Iigiou3 Vocation. 

" Qaid enim miM eat in ccslo P et » te quid volni super 
terrain P Defecit caro mes, et cor roenm : Dens cordis mei, 
et pars mea Dens in iBteraum. — For what hare I in heaven P 
and besides Thee what do I desire npon earth ? For Thee 
my flesh and tdj heart hath fainted fbway : Thon firt the 
God of my heart, and the God that is |ny portion for ever." 
—Psalm Ixxii. 25, 26, 

When Madeleine returned home she was atill a 
child of only thirteen years. According to her 
biographer, she was rather under the u«ual height, 
und she stooped a little, whieh betokened a 
delicate constitution. Her features were not 
remarkable; but the outward reflection of her 
beautiful soul gaye her a distinguished appear- 
ance. Already upon her brow she bore the marks 
of her interior conflicts, but her glance was none 
4^he less serene, and her manners were gracious 
and affable. 

As to her intellectual qualities, they seem to 
have been far beyond those that are usually seen 
at her age. ^he was gifted with a lively imagina- 
tion and a penetrating mind. Her memory was 

8 I> B 
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excellent, and likewise her powers of judgment, 
which already had been put to the test. When 
she spoke of God, her heart, on fire with divine 
lore, overflowed upon her lips, and her burning 
words moved the hearts of those who heard her. 
Added to this she had learnt to forget herself, so 
that when in contact with others she sympathised 
with them and quickly gained their confidence.* 

This accomplished young girl was eagerly wel- 
comed home ; and the afiection which was lavished 
on her grew in intensity as time revealed the 
precious qualities that education had developed, 
and the fragrant virtues in her soul that grace 
had fructified. Great endeavours were made to 
attract her to the world. Eemembering her old 
fondness for dress, her parents now offered her 
fresh adornments for her entry into society. But 
she declined their ofiers, and taking advantage of 
their anxiety to please her, she asked that she 
might be left entirely to herself for some time, 
with full liberty to follow her religious exercises. 
This was at once accorded to her, without any 
explanation. No one indeed could have sus- 
pected her of any leanings towards the religious 
state, from which she seemed to have voluntarily 
withdrawn. 

The first use which she made of her liberty was 
to seek out the man of God whom she wished to 
have for her guide and confessor. The Beverend 
• Vie etc. o. iii. 
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Father Milley was a religious of the Company of 
Jesus, of tried yirtue, and of great experience in 
the conduct of souls. G-od had reserved for him 
the glory of directing her who was aVout to 
become the apostle of the Sacred Heart at Mar- 
seilles ; just as He had once reserved to Fere de 
la Colombiere the honour of assisting Blessed 
Margaret Mary with his lights. We draw atten- 
tion to these two facts, because they bear witness 
to the providential design which united the Com- 
pany of Jesus and the Order of the Visitation, in 
view of the great work of the propagation of the 
new devotion. 

Madeleine now placed herself under the direc- 
tion of this enlightened master in the ways of 
Qod. She opened her whole soul to him, and 
rendered him an exact account of the operations 
of grace within her. In the successive interviews 
that he had with her in the sacred tribunal, 
Father Milley taught his penitent how to bear 
herself in time of triah In order to enable her to 
triumph over the dryness and disgust which over- 
whelmed her in prayer, he counselled her to pro- 
long the time. But that nature might not be too 
much oppressed, he was careful to set aside a por- 
tion of each of her days for such recreations as 
were conformable to piety. Day by day then 
found Mademoiselle de B^musat visiting the 
churches, serving the sick in the hospitals, consol- 
ing the afflicted^ and relieving the poor. This 
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conduct; produced a twofold effect. In the first 
place the much tried child was thus enabled to 
surmount the oppi^ssion of her mind. She gained 
the public esteem, and iBven veneration ; and her 
example edified the society of Marseilles. The 
churches she frequented were preferred; it was 
considered a precious favour to hear her speak of 
heaven, and many souls, in contemplating her, 
became better, and gave themselves openly to a 
life of piety. God, whose ways are admirable, 
gave His servant the empire of hearts, in order 
that she might one day use them for the glorifica- 
tion of the Heart of Jesus. 

Nevertheless, it was not the world, any more 
than the Second Monastery of the Visitation, that 
Providence had chosen to be the scene of the life 
and mission of Madeleine. He destined her for 
Another sphere, and this was the question she 
sought now to solve. She was faithful to the 
voice of grace, and to the voice of her director, 
'and God gave the latter sufficient light to decide 
upon this important and fundamental step in the 
designs of His Providence. 

Pather Milley was inspired to indicate to his 
spiritual daughter the Pirst Monastery of the 
Visitation at Marseilles. The choice of this Order 
was justified by the attraction felt by Madeleine 
for the life of the Visitandines, as also by her title 
df Victim of the Sacred Heart. This particular 
religious house was chosen for two reasons : there 
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were in the First Monastery of the Visitation no 
Bouls (as in the Second Monastery) with whom 
Madeleine was already linked in ties of friendship ; 
this rendered her sacrifice more perfect. The 
epirit of S. Francis de Sales reigned throughout 
the house, and the superior was one of the holiest 
and most capable in the whole Order. Here also 
the devotion to the Adorable Heart of Jesus 
Christ had taken early root. The wise director 
made Madeleine present herself at the monastery, 
and he forbore from prepariug the way for her, in 
order to humiliate her and give her an opportu- 
nity of gaining greater merit. 

She presented herself, then, in the parlour, as 
obedience enjoined. Her modest air charmed the 
superior and the nuns who received her ; her con- 
yersation filled them with admiration ; and when 
they heard her name, so renowned throughout 
Marseilles, their joy was complete. To a sister 
who interrogates her she replies only : " How 
good is Qod, madame!" But these brief words 
were said with such favour that it wfus evident 
to the nuns that the supernatural life had taken 
entire possession of this young girl of fifteen, and 
had raised her far above the ordinary young per- 
sons of her age. The superior therefore promised 
the new postulant that she would consult Gto^ 
fn prayer, and told her to come again. 

In th<e second visit Maijeleine was examined by 
the counsellors, according to the usages of the 
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Order. They were unanimous in her favour. 
But as the postulant had not the consent of her 
family, and feared indeed that she would never 
obtain it, the M&re Nogaret, superior of the 
monastery, decided upon consulting Monseigneur 
de Belzunce, Bishop of Marseilles. 

The illustrious prelate had a great affection for 
the Eirst Monastery, and he particularly esteemed 
M&re Nogaret. On her side she venerated Mon- 
seigneur de Belzunce like a father, and in impor- 
tant circumstances had recourse to his enlightened 
judgment with the utmost confidence. She easily 
prevailed upon him to examine thoroughly the 
vocation of Mademoiselle de S^musat, whose 
family, moreover, were dear to him. Madeleine 
made kmown to him all the favours that God had 
granted her, and also the secret dispositions of 
her heart. The angel of the Church of Marseilles, 
who had such deep love for souls, and such great 
light to govern them, soon recognized in Made- 
leine a chosen soul on whom G-od had particular 
and even sublime designs. He also affirmed the 
certainty of her vocation, and enjoined her to 
respond without delay to the call of the Lord. 
Prom that day he became the spiritual father and 
intimate confidant of the humble Madeleine, and 
gave her an unfailing and most touching affection.* 

Some little time after these interviews of the 

• Vi0, eio. o. 4 ; Letter of Mgr, de Behmnee to Mdre de 
Or^ard, of 10th May, 1732. 
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biflhop with his spiritual daughter, on the 2ad of 
October, 1711, the day on which the Chnrch 
keeps the feast of the holy guardian angels, Made- 
moiselle de E^musat rose early and quitted her 
father's house without telling her family. She 
made her way to the monastery, and on crossing 
the sacred threshold could not contain her de- 
light. The yenerable nuns who receiyed her were 
equally overjoyed: the superior blessed her and 
pressed her to her heart; the noyices embraced 
her tenderly ; all were eager to show their affec- 
tion for her. For it is good, it is pleasant, for 
Bisters to dwell together within the sacred pre- 
cincts,* and to compass the altar of the living 
God ; to hear the voice of praise, and tell of all 
His wondrous works.f It was, then, with good 
reason that this family of religious, so dear to the 
Heart of Jesus, blessed and thanked Him for the 
new voice that was now to be added to their 
eacred choir. 

Different were the feelings that prevailed in the 
house of M. de SSmusat. When the departure 
of Madeleine was discovered her parents were for 
a time completely distracted. They both hurried 
to the monastery, and, sending for their daughter^ 
overwhelmed her with reproaches and lamenta- 
tions. Madeleine, armed with heavenly strength, 
stood calm and serene amidst the storm. Neither 
the bitter reproaches, nor the tender solicitations, 
* Psalm oxxzii. 1. t Psalm xxt. 6, 7. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 Ainrs icabblbikb bb BEinrsAT. 

nor eyen the tears of her parenta, could shake her 
t^oluttoHi At length she spoke in her turn, and 
at her voice peace returned to these troubled 
iiouls. So Well did she plead her holy cause, that 
Itt length M. and Madame de B^musat gave in ; 
divine love oncd more resumed its sway over their 
hearts, and filled with admiration at the gene- 
irosity of their daughter, they made their sacrifice.* 
Tb6 gates of the cloister were now closed 
upon Mademoiselle de BSmusat, and the pious 
postulant was put in possession of her happi-> 
nessi The Lord became the portion of her in- 
heritance and her cup.j She entered the ranks 
of those religious souls prefigured by the Kaza- 
renes bf the ancient law, those souls crowned 
iEihd consecrated, whom Ood has promised to make 
Vhiter than snow, and whom, by an ever recurring 
Victory of His grace, and in all their youth and 
beauty and promise, in each succeeding generation 
He withdraws from the midst of the world, t This 
is the perpetual triumph of Jesus Christ ; this is 
th6 happiness to which a soul Will be raised who 
has abandoned all things in order to give herself 
to the heavenly King ; deprived of earthly adorn- 
tn^nts, her bbow shall be crowned with a halo of 
itaittiortality. This was well understood by our 
^eatte thild, and Radiant with pure joy she 

• tie, etc. o. 4. t P«atm xv. 5. 

It l^taH. tf . Id, 21 ; Jfad^ lilL 8^ 7, and xn. 17 ; ttteii. it. 
7; Aindi iLU. 
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tlionglit only of thanking Gk)d, and of rendering 
herself worthy of His call. 

Let us now glance at her new home. History 
tells tie that the First Monastery of the Yisitation 
at Marseilles was a most exemplary house then, as 
it is now. Mgr. de Belzunce said in one of his 
canonical visits that it seemed to be the abode of 
the God of peace ;* and in a letter later on, ad- 
dressed to the Visitation, he spoke of the great 
esteem in which it was held at Marseilles. He 
added that peace, fervour, union, regularity, in 
fine, the true spirit of S. Francis of Sales, had 
reigned there without intermission ; that in every 
sense it was the good odour of Jesus Christ.f 

At the time of which we speak there were still 
some sisters in the monastery who had been 
formed in the school of the first mothers. The 
superiors were souls of rare merit and eminent 
piety. The noviciate was fervent; the novices 
were taught to practise the virtues proper to 
religious, with that noble meekness and sweetness 
that is BO characteristic of the daughters of S. 
Francis de Sales, and that tends bo powerfully to 
make virtue attractive. { 

At that time the direction of the monastery 
was, as we have already said, in the hands of 
M^re Anne Theodore Nogaret. She came of an 

• Vie, etc. o. 4. 
f iBttet to 2Bre de Gr^ard, lOfcli May, 1732. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 AHirX HADILIIirS DE BsmrsAT. 

bonoiirable and Christian family of Languedoc, 
who had settled at Marseilles. She entered the 
Boyiciate at the age of fifteen, and underwent 
seTore trials, both interior and exterior, which 
prepared her for her great mission. Her humility 
was most profound, and she possessed the gift of 
prayer in a high degree. She was once heard to 
say, that were she shut up for life in a dark 
prison, she would know no weariness, but would 
find sufficient interior occupation in unceasingly 
loving and adoring the soyereign greatness of 
God. It would be impossible to speak too highly 
of her spirit of mortification, her perfect obser- 
vance of the rule, and her tender charity. From 
the depths of His tabernacle Jesus had told her in 
a few distinct words that prayer and almsgiving 
would be the mainstay of the religious house con- 
fided to her care, and she was faithful to her call. 
She fulfilled successively the first charges of the 
monastery. As superior she showed wonderful wis« 
dom, and very elevated views in the government 
of her exemplary community ; in the direction of 
souls she gave proof of extraordinary illumination, 
espepially with regard to the direction of SoBur de 
B6musat, for which indeed she would seem to 
have been prepared by the Sacred Heart itself. 
Her munificence shone in the execution of the 
reredos of the altar of the church in the moniuB- 
tery, which was made of precious Italian marbles. 
Her influence was considerable, even outside the 
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cloister, and it may be said to have been prodae- 
tive of happy resulta, especially for the repression 
of Jansenism. It is not, therefore, sorprising 
that Mdre de Nogaret had snch an extraordinary 
reputation, hidden only from herself through her 
great humility. She was deeply yenerated by the 
Bishop of Marseilles, the Archbishop of Aix, the 
Jesuits of Froyence, and by the Countess de 
Grignan, granddaughter of S. Chantal, and wife 
of the lieutenant general of the king. Whilst the 
father general of the Company of Jesus affiliated 
spiritually his monastery to this holy and illus- 
trious society, the missionaries of Madur^ blessed 
from afar her generous hand. M&re Anne Th6o-> 
dore Nogaret was one of the most beautiful souls 
in the Visitation, and one of the most enlightened 
and holiest of its superiors.* 

Beside this noble soul let us place another, not 
less beautiful. M&re Anne Augustine Orayier 
belonged to a family rich both in yirtue and in 
worldly goods. She left the paternal mansion 
under the inspiration of grace, and took refuge in 
the monastery. Her soul was purified by physical 
sufferings and by mental trials, and the Holy 

* She died at an adyanced age in 1731, after twenty-one 
years of enperiority. See les Circulaires de la Visitation de 
Marseilles, of 4th Jnly, 1728, and of 2nd May, 1731; the 
abridgment of her life andvirtnes written at the same time; 
alao a letter addressed to the monastery, dated 5th June, 
178L 
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Bpirit adorned it with a deep humility, a tender 
and generouB love for God, and a firm and un« 
daunted spirit. She had the signal honour of 
introducing into the monastery the devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and she triumphed 
with admirable courage over the strong opposi- 
tion that this amiable devotion met with at first 
in most of the houses of the Order. It is to her 
that is due the establishment of an oratory in the 
interior of the cloister dedicated to the Divine 
Heart. Together with her sister, A.nne Aim6e 
G-ravier, she promoted the building of the chapel, 
of the Sacred Heart in the monastery church. 
In consequence of her virtues and lights, and of 
Ler religious spirit, she was chosen to fill succes - 
sively the offices of superior and of mistress of 
novices. She has left behind her an ineffaceable 
recollection of the admirable way in which she 
discharged these functions.* How beautiful are 
the ways of Q-od! Mere Nogaret and Mere 
Gravier, both lovers of the Sacred Heart, both 
filled with the spirit of S. Francis of Sales and S. 
Ohantal, both distinguished in their Order for 
their burning zeal and consummate wisdom, are 
chosen by Providence to watch over the pure and. 
gracious soul to whom such a high destiny seem9 
promised. "Whilst they are forming her, God 
prepares afar, in the holy fountain head of 

* CirculMre of 19th May, 1713. It was in this year tha|* 
M^re Gravier died. 
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the yisitation, another maternal bouI, Traofoiae 
Benigne d'0rlj6, professed nun at Annecj, who 
will be raised up when the hour comes, and will 
be brought to Madeleine. To her will be confided 
the goyemment of the monastery in the most 
critical moments; and she will also direct SoBur 
d^ S^musat when she reaches the summit of her 



eareer. 



« 



During the life of SoDur de B^mnsat there will be 
other souls, pure and elevated, and filled with the 
spirit of God, who will revolve around these great 
souls, like to brilliant stars in the heaven of the reli- 
gious life. Such for instance. Mere Marie Char- 
lotte BilloD, that soul so fervent and so mortified, 
so obedient and charitable, always serene, always 
equal to herself, and that not only in spiritual 
trials, but also in physical sufferings and in exte- 
rior contradictions. Abhorring the religious state, 
she was nevertheless drawn to it by a sudden and 
miraculous grace. She entered the monastery 
some time before SoBur Anne Madeleine, and they 
were soon attracted by a mutual sympathy. Later 
on we shall see these two souls linked together in 
the holiest and most supernatural ties, under the 
eye of their superiors and by the inspiration of 
grace. We shall see them full of respect one foe 
the other, confiding to one another their most 
intimate secrets, and holding sweet converse, from 

* This profesBed of Anneoy lived nine yean at llazwilles. 
See the Circulaire of 4th Julj, 1728. 
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whence they issued forth like seraphs, on fire 
with the loye of God. Mere de Billon, surviving 
her angelic friend for many long years, kept her 
memory with jealous affection, and leffc it as a 
precious legacy to the whole Institute. Mere de 
Billon was one of the holiest superiors of the 
Monastery of Marseilles.* 

Also most worthy of notice is Anne Yictoire de 
B^musat, the eldest sister of the pious novice, and 
her most precious conquest. Called to the reli- 
gious life, but tempted to resist grace through 
her excessive tenderness for her family, the 
prayers and example of her younger sister ob- 
tained for her strength to tear herself away from 
the arms of her mother, in order to correspond 
with the call of God. Her sacrifice once made, 
she edified first the noviciate, and then the whole 
monastery, by her fervour and regularity, her 
spirit of prayer, her zeal in the accomplishment of 
her different duties, and her industrious charity, 
when infirmarian, towards the sick. In a word, 
she was worthy of her sister. t 

Among these fervent novices, this community 

* AMg6 de la Vie et des YertuB de la Mire Billon, Mere 
BiUon died on the 26th of March, 1770. She it was who had 
the Life of Anne Madeleine published ; she gave it to the 
Order of the Visitation in her Cireulaire of 12th Angast, 
1760. 

t She died at the age of sixty-five years, on the 12th of 
Angnst, 1760. See the Cireulaire of that time referring to 
her. 
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of proved Yirtue, there were many souls who, by 
their prayers and actions, conduced greatly to the 
perfection of SoBur de Bexnusat ; many also there 
were who were influenced by her holiness. We 
will mention first the young sister Anne C^cile 
Olivier, who often witnessed the supernatural lan- 
guors and the loving sighs of her virtuous com- 
panion. The seraphic sister Anne Elizabeth 
Truilhard was told by SoBur de E^musat (en- 
lightened from on high), that Jesus had chosen 
her to be the perpetual adorer of Ilis Heart. 
SoDur Catherine Marie Saint Jacques, a retired 
and silent soul, was favoured with heavenly de- 
lights and lost in the contemplation of the splen- 
dours of the Divinity. She was discovered on 
one occasion ravished into ecstasy and prostrate 
for three hours with her face on the ground, and 
her arms in the form of a cross. Another time 
she passed the whole night of Maundy Thursday 
motionless on her knees: burning with zeal, she 
vowed never to do or to say anything that was 
not for the glory of God or the satisfaction of 
obedience or charity. Before her death she was 
tried by the most fearful sufferings, and purified 
by the most refined interior martyrdom. 

The angelic Sister Th^rese Marie Fautrier was 
offered to God before her birth, by her father, 
who was a saint in the world. Adorned with 
every qualification to please, she fled from the 
paternal mansion, and took refuge in the cloister, 
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wbere she practised all the religious TirtnesJ 
Anne Aimde Gravier, sister of the mother of that 
name, was told by our Lord on the daj of her 
profession that He espoused her on Calyary, and 
that she would erer bear a crown of thorns on 
her brow. She was led by rigorous interior ways, 
and tried by the most fearful temptations; but 
gifted at the same time with extraordinary graces, 
she attained to a close union with God. Th^o^- 
dore Elisabeth du Clos had been in the cloister 
from the age of fourteen. She was trained into 
an elcTated and generous soul, and became one of 
the greatest superiors of the monastery. Like aa 
adoring angel, she was unceasbgly purifying the 
powers of her soul, and striving after the simpli- 
city that contemplation demands; she remained 
annihilated, and as it were with folded wings 
before the face of her God. ^ 

To these grand names of the Visitation we 
will add other chosen souls, who complete the 
noble and holy company: Sisters Marie Honor^ 
Lieutard, Marie Gertrude Saugey, Fran^oise 
Augustine Bonneau, Marie H^ene Oordier, 
Marie Eosalie Bon, Marie Xavier Sieuv^e, Mar- 
guerite E4d£ Lemaire, Marie Gabrielle Noga- 
ret, Marie Cesar^e Guilhet, Marie Catherine 
Pautrier, Marie Elisabeth Marion, Marie Made- 
leine Seguin, and her sister Marie Marguerite, 
Jeanne Marie Kogaret, Marguerite Laurence 
Gravier, Fran9oise fiyacinthe Lebois, Marip 
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Josepb Imber, Anne Bose Bonneau, Marie Bose 
Arine, Marie Isabeau Andre, Marie Louise Mou8. 
tier, Anne Colombe Bonneau, and Fnuifoise 
Catherine Latil. They were all famous for their 
spirit of prayer, their love and exact observance 
of the rule, their generosity in time of trial, and 
their holy zeal .• According to the precepts of 
their holy founder, all their exercises, and their 
whole life tended to union with Ood and the sal- 
Tation of their neighbour, whilst they assisted the 
Church by their prayers and example. In the 
gracious words of 8. Francis de Sales, they were 
daughters of good odour, daughters of heavenly 
coDversation.t They all felt the same love, all 
with one accord lived in Jesus Christ, and in His 
Mother ; and, as in our own days, their cloister 
exhaled a heavenly fragrance of virtue. 

On her entry into the monastery, Mademoiselle 
de B^musat was confided to Soeur Anne Augustine 
Onrvier. She was the mistress of novices, and in 
this capacity she greatly resembled the ancient 
Mere Greyfi^ of the Visitation of Faray-le-Monial. 
She loved her novices tenderly, but she knew that 
she could not render them a greater service than 
by trying them in every way. In one glance she 
read the soul of the new aspirant, and she under- 
stood that God had great designs on her. She 

• See the CvmUaire$ oonoerniiig these liBtera, d^ted 1712 
to 1740. 

t Dirutowe Spvritu^, art. 11. 

4 D B 
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also eonftulted P^re de Milley concerning the 
interior ditpositioni of Mademoiselle de Bemusat, 
and then with conflummate wisdom she drew up 
lier plan of conduct. 

This plan consisted in treating the aspirant as if 
she were most imperfect, most ignorant, and most 
remiss in the accomplishment of her duties. She 
did not spare her either public or prirate reproofs ; 
she reprimanded her in the most humiliating way ; 
in fine, neither correction nor penance was omitted 
that could serve to mortify the mind and destroy 
self-love. She watched over her closely, and passed 
over nothing, finding fault even with her virtues, 
taxing her modesty as timidity, her recollection 
and exactitude as vain ostentation. In conse- 
quence of such treatment Madeleine learned to 
conquer and mortify herself in all things. Very 
soon neither reproaches, nor reprimands, nor coo- 
tempts, were able to draw from her either com- 
plaint or murmur, nor even the least token of 
displeasure. This holy war against nature leilb 
her serene, contented, and joyous. She grew to 
love insults, and to bless those who offered them 
to her. Her wise mistress did more violence to 
herself than to her spiritual daughter, for she 
loved her as one loves a soul that has been given 
by Ood, and in place of love she showed her 
nothing but severity. But Madeleine had already 
attained to the sense of heavenly things, and her 
affection, her submission, and her gratitude to her 
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mistress grew in proportion to the seTerity with 
which she was treated.* Tmlj admirable was 
this sympathy between these two sonls. The Holy 
Spirit alone could hare inspired and strengthened 
them to such superuatural intercourse. 

• ru, etc e. 4. 
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CHAPTER III. 
The Novitiate. 

"Tono dixis Eooe Tenio. In oapite libri soriptimi est de 
me nt faoerem volimtatem tnam : Dent mens, Tolai, et legem 
taam in medio cordis mei.— Then said I : Behold I oome. 
In the ^ead of the book it is written of Me that I should do 
Thy will I O My Ood, I have desired it, and Thy law in the 
midst of My heart.— Psalm xxzix. 8, 9. 

In the holy Order of the Yisitation, when a 
postulant has been tried for some months, and has 
given marks of a true vocation, the question of 
her admission to the clothing is treated of in 
Chapter. Madeleine de B^musat had passed three 
months in these kind of trials, and had just com- 
pleted her fifteenth year, when the mistress of 
novices proposed her in Chapter to the commu« 
nity. Their votes were unanimous in her favour. 
Monseigneur de Belzunce wished to give her the 
veil himself, and he fixed the ceremony for the 
19th January of that year, 1712. Great were the 
preparations for this beautiful feast : happy Made- 
leine, in retreat, communed in silence with her 
Ood ; whilst her family and friends, together with 
a number of the most distinguished inhabitants of 
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Karseilles, announoed tbeir intention of being 
present on the day fixed, in ^tbe ^cbapel of the 
monastery.* 

It is indeed beautiful to see a virgin renouncing 
all the joys of earthi in order to consecrate her- 
self to Jesus Christ. From apostolic times the 
Church has surrounded this act with ceremonies 
which testify to the importance she attaches to it, 
the moral beauty that she discerns therein, and 
the dignity of the privileged souL She has 
crowned the brow of consecrated virgins, some- 
times with a band of purple,t sometimes with a 
crown of flowers,^^ always with a chaste veil.§ To 
this day is to be seen, engraved on a wall of the 
catacombs, the ancient rite for the blessing of a 
virgin ;|| and in certain religious communities is 
beard the ancient chant of the pontiffs of the 
Church, wherein virgins are called sublime soulf, 
because, sacrificing the lawful and holy espousals 

• Vie, etc. o. 5. 

t V. 9ptat. Adv, Parm, Ub. ii. et vi. ; CyriH CateeK xii. ; 
Hiflr. Ep. ad Demetriiid; Easeb. De Martyr, Pala$$t o. 9, 
etc. This band was called nUtra, miUlla, |Kmni»f and 
fiameneum. 

J Pontif, Bom, "De Benedict, et Oontecr. YWg** 

§ Y. Greg^. Maflrn* L%b* siwram Miss, in Consecrat, Virg. ; 
the ancient liturgies cited in Martene, Be Antiq, Eccl, Bitib. 
t, iii. lib. ii. o. 6 ; the Epitaphs of the first Christian a^s, for 
instance, that of the translation of Nenesins, Class, xx, 122; 
Pantif, Boman, loc, dt, etc, 

II In the Cemetery of Priscilla, on the way of Salara, 
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of earfch, they bare understood and loyed the mys- 
tery which these prefigure.* 

In the Order of the Yisitation the ceremonies 
of clothing and religious profession are not accom- 
panied with much ezterDal display, but their sig- 
nification is none the less deep. In assisting at 
them, it is felt that these forms, at once sweet and 
austere, are the lively images of the particular 
graces apportioned to the Yisitandines ; and that 
the Spirit of Qod is there moulding evangelical 
daughtere and mctvme of the Heart of Jeeus^ des- 
tined to be offered, together with this immolated 
Heart, on the altar of the cross. The ceremony of 
the clothing is like the presentation and oblation 
of a yictim before the majesty of the living G-od ; it 
is an image and a reproduction of the mystery of 
the Presentation of Jesus in the temple, by the 
hands of the Virgin Mary.f 

The signification of these rites shone forth with 
redoubled splendour when they were performed 
for the virgin who had been chosen by Jesus to be 
the victim of His Heart. The high priest places 
upon her head the sacred veil, the emblem of 
widowhood, the memorial of the passion and death 
of her Spouse.} She then receives the name of 

e FonHf, JSom, loe^ eii^ 
t The mods of giving the habit to the litters of tte 
Vieitatioii. 

tibid. 
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Anne ^Madeleine, a name of glory, a new name,* 
which she is to bear in the serrice of Jesus 
Christ. Her inflamed countenance and extatio 
look show that she is lost in God. The liveries 
of this world are taken from her, and replaced by 
the monastic dress, but she sees nothing that is 
passing ; in this supernatural state she is led into 
the choir. Tears flowed from every eye, and 
Monseigneur de Belaunce himself partook of the 
general emotion. Assuredly the Divine Spouse 
pressed to His Heart in that hour this pure 
victim of His love.t '^Perfect souls," says S. 
Ambrose, ** repose on the breast of Oiirist, as did 
8. John ; they rise up, leaning upon Him whom 
they loYe."{ Thus did ScDur Anne Madeleine rise 
up : she rose, leaning on the Heart of Jesus, to a 
new and heavenly life. 

Sweet and solemn to a religious soul is the 
hour of her ascension into this higher life, and of 
the donation of herself to a spiritual mother, who 
is ready to form her, to adorn her with virtues, to 
govem her acts, to teach her, in a word,^.how to 
please Him whom she loves. For this, to a mon* 
astic virgin, is the signification of her entry into 
the novitiate. 

It may also be said that this hour is not less 
sweet for the mistress of novices, the spiritual 
mother, who thus receives anew, from the hands 
•Apos.u.l7. t Fttf. eto. loc. ei(. 

1 1>« lioac ei anima^ 
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of Jesas Himself, this soul fretfaly bedewed witb 
the graces of His mysticftl espousals. An ineffable 
sympathy must assuredly arise in that moment 
between these two souls, whom Ood has joined 
by a tie so full of mystery. 

There is a spiritual paternity, which has its 
origin in the bosom of the heavenly Father,* and 
which rests in Jesus Christ, the Apostle and the 
High Priest of the Church,t the Pastor and Bishop 
of our souls. { From Jesus Christ it flows into 
the members of the hierarchy, whose chiefs, estab- 
lished by the Holy Ghost Himself,§ spiritually 
beget souls, II by causing them to be born to grace, 
and by feeding them with the divine sacraments. 

But in the work of redemption, near to Jesus 
Christ, and second to Him, stands Mary, the 
Mother of God, and the mother of souls. The 
holy fathers call her unanimously the mother of 
the living, the source of life, the co-operatriz ia 
the work of her Son, the helpmate of the Christ, 
the co-redemptress of the human race, in fine, the 
ministerial cause of our illumination, just as Jesus 
is its sole efficient and superabundant cause.^ 

It is necessary that this admirable and divine 
economy of the redemption should reproduce 

• Ephes. iii. 15. t Heb. iii. 1. 

t fleb. xiif. 20 ; I. Petr, H. 25. 
§ Aotfl xxvui. 28, n I. Cor. iy. 15 j Phil. 10. 

% See my work entitled Mwrie et le Saeerdoee, Paris, Yives, 
Srd edition, c. 2. 
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itielf until the' end of time, and that Mary shonid 

slwajfl have likenesses of herself in the super* 

Bfttnral world, and, so to saj, eontinuations of 

lierself. Lower than the hierarchy of the Ohorch, 

which exercises the paternity of Jesus o?er souls, 

it is fitting that yirginity should be found in con* 

junction with spiritual maternity, and that yir* 

ginsi wit^ Mary, should become mothers of souls. 

This is admirably explained by S. Ambrose* and 

8. Augustine. ''The childbearing of the Christ 

hj Mary," says the latter, " is an honour that is 

reflected upon all Christian yirgins; with Mary 

they may become mothers of Christ, provided that 

they faithfully accomplish the will of the Father. "t 

Yirgins have then a right to rejoice because they 

are mothers of Christ. They beget Him in their 

own hearts; they beget Him again in the souls 

that are confided to them, and where (according 

to the beautiful expression of the apostle,) { Jesus 

is formed because of their fruitful charity, their 

continual prayers, their generous immolations, 

and their sublime teachings. How noble is this 

destiny of cloistered tirgins, called to the joys of 

spiritual maternity! The Spirit of G-od pours 

into their souls a maternal love which is higher 

than the love of natural mothers. There is a 

mother mentioned in holy writ (Eespha) who for 

long days and nights chased the birds of prey and 

* De Coiin et Abel, lib. iL o. 1. f De Sa/nct. Virgin^ 
X Galat. iv. 0. 
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the feroeiooi beasti who sought to attach this 
■even sons of Saul, two among whom were her 
own sons, hanging on crosaee, and offered in hole- 
eaust to the Lord.* These Tirginal mothers, like 
Bespha, watch day and night, averting by their 
prayers and penances the enemies that hell Tomits 
forth for the destruction of their spiritual daugh- 
ters, the pure victims of divine love, who are often 
fastened to the cross of trial and sacrifice. 

But if the divine Spirit forms maternal souls in 
the Church, He also prepares filial souls, to whom 
He imparts docility, humility, and obedience. 
This spiritual childhood is a virtue that springs 
from the sacred mystery of the childhood of Jesus 
Christ. In His excessive desire to glorify God, 
the Eternal Word went down into an abyss of 
humility, when He descended into the womb of 
His creature, and drew thence a new life. What 
condescension on the part of Him who is Life 
Itself! No sooner had He assumed the first 
germ of this new existence than from the secret 
tabernacle of the womb of Mary He presented 
Himself to His Father, and taking thp language 
and the attitude of a victim. He said in His 
Heart: ''Sacrifice and oblation Thou didst not 
desire ; but Thou hast formed a body for Me, and 
Thou hast pierced ears for Me that are attentive 
to Thy commandments. Burnt offering and sin 
off<»riog Thou didst not require: then said I, 
• I. Beg. zzi. 8, 10. 
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Bebold I come. In the head of the book it ie 
written of Me that I should do Thy will : O My 
God, I have desired it, and Thy law^in the midst 
ofMyheart*'* 

Tbia is the secret language of Jesus Christ, 
when He makes His entry into the world by 
the closed door, that is to say, by the virginal 
womb of Mary. This is the deep feeling of His 
Heart in the very first instant of its beating. He 
thinks only of sacrifice and obedience. Under- 
standing the splendour of the holiness of Ood, the 
admirable movement of His Will, and the infinite 
perfection of His love, He has an immense desire 
to conform Himself to His eternal decrees. Con* 
templating in the dirine light the necessity of 
reparation for the crimes of the world, and 
tonched at the sight, His generous Heart blessea 
Ood for the law of death entailed upon Him, and 
He embraces that law with unspeakable trans- 
ports. He will therefore be entirely led by the 
action of the Holy Qhost,t and perfectly subject 
to His holy Mother and to His adopted father.^ 
Mary shall carry Him where Ood has commanded ; 
she shall present Him in the temple§ as the 
Victim of the great sacrifice ; she shall direct all 
His acts. O mystery of divine love ! the Word 
baa so loved the virtue of obedience that He ha^ 
• Pb. xzziz. 9, 10, 11.— Eeb. z. 5, 6, 7. 
tlfativ,!, tLiio.ii,51. 

§ Lqo. ii. 23, S9, 
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beoome a little child in order the better to em* 
brace it. 

Admirable is the light that flows from this 
sacred mystery for the instruction of novice souls. 
It was fully appreciated by Anne Madeleine. 
She abandoned herself entirely into the hands of 
her mistress, Soour Anne Orayier, and from that 
great maternal soul she imbibed the spirit of the 
religious family in which GK>d had placed her. 
She did not forget that she had been chosen to be 
a victim, and she cherished in her heart the law 
of mortification, of penance, and of sacrifice, that 
had been imposed upon her. Under such cu> 
cumstances the will of the soul and the will of 
God ought to become so identical that the soul 
wills all that God wills, and wills nothing that is 
not conformed to the will of Gk>d. The soul must 
also renounce all creatures ; she must make the 
sacrifice of all her actions and of all her powers, 
that is, of her knowledge, her intellect, her feel- 
ings, and of all the things that are contrary to the 
will of Ood, in order that she may become like to 
Him, and that, possessing nothing that is not 
according to the will of God, she may be quite 
transformed in Him.* The Child Jesus is the 
most admirable model to us of this perfect state ; 
and the fervent novice regarded it as the term 
towards which all her endeavours should tend. 

• S. Jolm ot the CrosB, The Ascent of Camel, b. ii. 
johap, 5. 
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Bh6 seems to tell us to herself when she ezelaims : 
*' Lord, Thou wilt endow Thy poor creature with 
sll that Thou desirest to find in her, and in ren« 
dering her capable of an infinite good Thou wilt 
enlarge her capacities so that she may contain 
that infinite good. O my God, my soul wishes 
neither for light nor darkness, neither riches nor 
poverty. Thou canst give or take away ; Thou 
canst plant or uproot, build up or destroy. All 
tiiat it is permitted me to will is precisely that 
which it pleaseth Thee to do."* 

A positire passion for obedience will possess 
the soul that has received such lights conceming 
the will of God, magnificent and glorious, as Pope 
8. Clement calls it.t It is not astonishing there- 
fore to find that Anne Madeleine observed with 
rigorous exactitude the constitutions, the rules, 
and the customs of her order, and that she faith- 
fully executed all the commands of the mistress of 
novices. Thenceforward self-love and s^-will 
seemed to be annihilated within her. Never did 
she permit herself the least refiection regarding 
the dictates of authority ; never did she show the 
least sign either of repugnance or of preference, 
but she did all that was required of her with 

* Spiritual Retreat of Sofwr Awm MadeUi'M, Meditation 
for the Ere of the Betreat. This writing was composed in the 
first year of her religions life. These same sentiments are 
fonnd in her B^^iwtX Lent, written at the same time. 

tBp*^i^C!or. 
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unaltered mien and a terenitj that was unshaken 
even in the hour of bitterness and of humiliation. 
In a word, the life of the humble no?ice was no 
longer earthly ; it was whollf supernatural. 

But the hour of trial is at hand. " If the gmin 
of wheat falling into the earth dieth not, it will 
not produce fruit ; but if it die it bringeth forth 
much fruit."* It is necessary that this soul 
should be bruised, and the Divine Master is 
about to unfold His design in this respect Three 
sorts of trials are reserved for the generous yictim 
of the Sacred Heart; they will all conduce to 
prepare her for her beautiful mission. Among 
these, the first were the trials of the novitiate, 
which would not be worth speaking of had they 
only been of the ordinary description; but they 
were, on the contrary, of exceptional severity. 
The First Monastery of the Visitation of Mar- 
seilles was, as we have already said, an admirable 
school of spirituality. From the month of May, 
in the year of which we speak, the M^re Anne 
Augustine Oravier, elected superior, had been 
replaced in the direction of the novitiate by Mere 
Anne Theodore Nogaret, who was a consummate 
mistress in the art of directing souls. The for- 
mation of ScBur B^musat may be said to have 
been her masterpiece. She understood in an 
admirable degree the designs of God concerning 
this privileged virgin, and she devoted all her 
• Joan. xii. 24, 2J^ 
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efTorta to seconding divine grace, which consti- 
tates indeed the very essence of direction. There- 
fore, in proportion as the virtues of the sister 
shone forth and bore fruit in the good example 
they exhibited to the other novices, the more did 
this, experienced mistress inflict reprimands, con- 
tradictions, and humiliations on her spiritual 
daughter. She aimed at withholding from her all 
human satisfactions, and even the divine consola- 
tions. Did the sister show a more than ordinary 
thirst for communion or for prayer, she was 
bidden to abstain, now from a communion pre- 
acribed by the rule, or again from an extraordi- 
nary communion ; or she would be taken away 
from the church to be employed in some material 
work. This severe mistress took care never to 
express any admiration for the work done by 
Anne Madeleine, but was, on the contrary, full of 
eriticism, often making the novice begin it all 
over again. The patience of Anne Madeleine 
never faltered ; she would kneel down to receive 
these corrections, and her beaming countenance 
testified to the joy she felt in thus sharing in the 
humiliations of her Spouse.* 

The second kind of trials that were inflicted on 
her came from her companions in the novitiate* 
They loved her tenderly, but they could not deny 
themselves the pleasure of trying her patience, to 
see how much it would stand. They amused 
• F«e, eto,o,5* 
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themselfeB therefore bj assailing ber with wit- 
ticisms and raillerj that would have apset a soul 
less self.possessed, or less docile to the divine will. 
Anne Madeleine felt keenly pained, but nothing 
of this appeared on the surface; she was ever 
gentle and good. We will -quote some trfdts of 
her heroism. 

One day her mistress ordered that her hair 
should be cut. Her companions thought it fun 
to surround her and assist in the operation. The 
one who was charged with ifcs execution did not 
spare Soeur Anne Madeleine, but dragged some of 
her hair out hj the roots, and eat ber Ji^ad with 
the scissors. Their cruel propensities were grati- 
fied, for the poor martyr flinched not, and did 
not change even the sweet expression of her face. 
Another day, a novice, in fastening her veil, ran a 
pin into her head by misadventure. The sister 
left it there, and the blood that soon flowed from 
the wound alone betrayed her heroism. On 
another occasion, when she was once in bed with 
a fever, a nun went to see her in order to take 
oare of her, but changing her mind auddenly, she 
resolved to try her and annoy her in every way. 
'* You are too eovered,'' she said, while dragging 
off a covering ; " how do you feel now ?*' ** Yery 
well/' replied the novice. This did not prevent 
tilie nun from heaping several more coverings on 
the bed, raying: /'But wo^l4 you not feel better 
if you were more . covered ?" And, in fine, she 
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continued for a long time ip alternaielj Iieap on. 
more eoveringf«, and then take them all away 
agiun; but So9ur Anne Madeleine remained ajs if 
impassible,* proving that she had attained to that 
perfect indifference, of which S. Erancis de Sales 
8aj8 that it is " the cream of charity, the odour of 
humilitj, the meiit, it would seem, of palieneo, 
and the fruit of perseverance. "t 

Interior trials were the third crucible in which 
Sour Anne Madeleine was purified. Por an 
entire year, except at rare intervals, she was 
beset with the most fearful thoughts of despair, 
violent temptations against the faith, cruel fears 
of the divine justice, dryness and desolation ; in 
fine, with inexpressible anguish and bitterness. 
The devil frequently agitated her heart by harri- 
ble tempests, and he overshadowed her mind with 
thick darkness. The poor child could with difli- 
culty sliflo her groans, which were heard in the 
neighbouring cells. 

But these interior pains were far from appeis- 
ing her thirst for sufferings, and she added exte- 
rior mortification to them. She made incessant 
war against nature; she gave no satisfaction to 
lier senses, and continually importuned her mis- 
tress for leave to give herself up to the practice of 
penance. Marvellous was it that a young girl of 
lier tender years, given up to such austerities, and 
• Vie, etc., o. 5. 
t Serm, xxxii, Motircs of cur lor© for Jems C*iri»t. 

5 1> iA 
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^epriviug herself as far as possible of rest and 
iiouri8htiient, could even ]ive. lb is true tliat^. 
from time to time site was recompensed and sus- 
tained by divine deligbta, wliich overcame her in 
the prCKcnce of the wliole community. Afc these 
liappy limes she was taken away from the others, 
and lefl to pour out her loving heart in peace and 
solitude.* 

From the" time she entered the novitiate, grace 
liad begun to prepare her in a more direct man- 
ner for her future apostolate. The young novice 
was greatly enlightened concerning the souls of 
4) t hero, and was full of burning zeal for their sanc- 
lification. The Heart of Jesus, hidden in her 
fouI, shone in her exterior, and gave to her person 
the aspect of a saint. Her words then produced 
exlraordiiiary effects on those who surrounded 
her, and her very appearance had the gift of en- 
couraging and inciting others to virtue.t 

Always attentive to the action of grace, the in- 
comparable mistress of novices discerned here 
4igiiin the design of God, and in order to second it 
faiihfully, she hesiUted not to take an exceptional 
► tep. She confided to Sceur Anne Madeleine the 
care of giving the first instructions to the poslu* 
hints and novices ; and for fear that this migiit 
prove an occasion of pride to her, she gave her to 
understand that it was a punishment due to her 

• Tie, etc., loc. cit. ,t F^#, etc., loo. dt. 
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inobservance of ilie rules and customs of the 
monastery. Moreover, sbe relaxed none of lier 
severity, and in tins way prudently counterbal« 
anced the Iiononr she had conferred upon her.* 

Once installed in this important little ofiBce, 
Anne Madeleine showed what she would be ono 
day. She endeavoured to know the souls that she 
wished to lead to God; she studied their charac- 
ters, discerned their weak points, and drew up 
her plan of conduct towards each. She soon 
gained their confidence, and led them wherever 
bhe would. All her young flock surrounded and, 
clung to her; completely subjugated by the charui 
of her piety, by htr holy joyousness, by her gra- 
cious and winning manners, they hardly left her 
lime to follow her exercises. To one, whose 
heart lay open before her, she pointed out tho 
obstacle that prevented grace; to another, who 
was trying to elude the power of grace, slie pre- 
dicted that God would, in the hour of need, over- 
come her resistance by a miracle ; one who was 
hesitating in her vocation was delivered from her 
trouble at the voice of her saintly companion, and 
received courage to make the last sacrifices to her 
God ; one more, in fine, who had recourse to her 
in an hour of doubt was delivered from all her 
doubts, and enlightened concerning her mont hid- 
den faults. God blessed the zeal of His sorvant, 
for the novitiate was soon so extraordinarily fcr- 
• Vie^ etc., loo, cit. 
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▼ent iliak tlie oM«8t professed were no less edified 
than stitfris^. Indeed, it was quite novel to see 
a young novice of sixteen years filledf with the 
supernatural gifts that generally adorn an experi- 
enced tiirectress, and exercising over other souls 
such Ljreat and useful influence.* 

Tlie reputation of SoBiir Anne Madeleine soon 
spread heyond the monastery. Many wlio heard of 
her marvellous power of gaining souls to God, 
hegged that they might be allowed to see her in 
the parlour, in order to consult her about their 
spiritual interests. The superiors thought it right 
to gratify this eagerness of persons in the world, 
and the good effects which resulted showed that 
their conduct was wise and prudent. The discourses 
of Soeur K6mu8at contributed indeed to the salva- 
tion of many souls, and the opinion that was formed 
of her virtue cast a new halo around the daughters of 
Saint Chantal. Several young persons consulted 
her about their vocations, and determined by her 
counsels, and with the hope of living in her society, 
they gave themselves to God in the monastery, 
thus increasing the number of fervent religious.f 

8uch was the Soeur Anne Madeleine at the end 
of her novitiate. As we have seen, Jesus had pre- 
pared ill a marvellous manner the victim and 
apostle of His Heart. Victim and apostle of the 
i^acred Heart! let us repeat these words with 
admiration, for they express the twofold character 

• Vie, loc, cit. f Vie, etKS. o. 5. 
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of iliis tender yirgin, whose heroism, martyrdom of 
8ou1y And Bupernaiural state in her grand missiony 
will make of her one of the most beautiful souls in 
her Order- And now the hour of her solemn con- 
secration is come ; the oblation that she made of 
herself on the dnj of her clothing is about to be 
irrevocably sealed by the sacred vows. The cere- 
mony of the profession was fixed for the 28rd 
January, 1713, the anniversary of the birtli of Sf. 
Jane Frances de Chantal. A number of persons of 
distinction have accompanied the family de 
Seinusaty in order to witness the solemn engage- 
ment that the humble novice is about to contract. 
As on the day of the clothing, it is Monseigneur de 
Eelzunce wlio ascends the altar steps. The wortliy 
pastor would not yield to anyone tlie joy of uniting 
for ever to Jesus Christ his beloved daughter, and 
of offering on the altar of the Lord these noble 
first-fruits of his flock.* 

The ceremony of the profession of a Visitandine 
is imposing. After the novice has pronounced the 
solemn vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience, 
and has consecrated her person and her life to the 
Divine Majesty, to the Virgin Mary, and to the 
Congregation, she is covered witli the black veil; 
then, prostrated with her face on the ground, a pall 
is spread over her, while the high priest and the 
choir alternately proclaim, in religious chants, her 
death to the world, and her new life in Qod.f 
• Vie, etc. c. 6. 

t Formularyi for the profession of the Sisters of the Tisita- 
tion Saiale Mai-ie. 
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This prostration before llie alfnr of the Lord is 
an act of supreme respect towards tlie sanctitj and 
the infinite majesty of God. Christ imposes it upon 
His high priests and priests, upon His levites, and 
upon His virgins, at the moment of their irrevoc- 
able consecration.* How great must have been 
thy happiness, pious virgin, in that sweet moment, 
when Jesus united Himself to thy soul with such un- 
speakable tenderness ! It was then, doubtless, that 
under the impression of the heavenly spirit, thou 
didst make those acts that afterwards thou didst so 
well explain; in the silence and annihilatiou of thy 
being, thou didst adore the sanctity and sove- 
reignty, the greatness and divinity of the Heart of 
Jesus Christ; and takingbefore Him the di8positions 
of a victim who wished to be united with Him, and 
to revenge upon herself the outrages that He re- 
ceives from men, thou didst say to Him in His 
own words : — " Sacrifice and oblation Thou wouldst 
not; then said I, behold, I come."t 

* Poniif. Bom. de Consecrat. electi in Ep. ; de ordinafc. 
presbyt., diae. et sabdiao., de Benediot et Gonseorat Yirg. 

t Spirifcaal Lent of Sooar Anno Madeleine. 
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CHAPTER IV, 
The Cross. 

" Ipse aatem Tulneratas est propter iniqnitatei, noitras 
attritas est propter scelera nostra . • . . et posait Dominui 
in eo iniqaitatem omniam nostram. Oblatos esfe qaia ipse 
volnit. — He was wounded for our iniqaities, He was bruised 
for our sins ; the Lord hatli laid on Him theiniqnity of as all. 
He was oifered beoanse it was His own wilL" — Jia, liii. 5, 6, 7* 

Beliold then Anne Madeleine constituted the 
victim of the Sacred Heart ! Succeeding to the 
mission of the Blessed Margaret Mary, she will 
sacrifice herself entirely for the reparation of sin, 
for the salvation of souls, for the exaltation of the 
divine Heart. This was the purpose for which she 
was born ; and this will be her distinctive character 
among the rest of holy souls. We have seen her 
extended on the pavement of t)ie temple, and 
presented at the altar to the divine majesty. That 
was the preparatory oblation, which forms a part of 
orery sacrifice.* The immolation of the victim will 

*See mj work entitled, "Marie et le Sacerdoce," V^xie, 
Yives, 3rd edition, oliap. 5 and 6, in which the theory of saori- 
fise is explained in fall It is neoeasary that the theory should 
be weU known, as the idea of sacrifice reunrs in each page of 
t^lO life of Anno Sladeleino. For aaoth ir reason, we beg the 
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follow, and in thia we must aiudj the delicate 
ofierations of grace in the soul of which God 
intends to make an image of the crucified Heart of 
His Son.* 

Such a stud J can scarcely he undertaken wifhout 
glancing first at the Divine Model. Letois ask Jesus 
to manifest Himself to us in His office of victim of 
the salutary sacrifice, and to throw a new light on 
the sublime dispositiona with which Hia Heart 
allowed itself to be immolated to the glory of God. 
For even in these days/ when the Church is so per- 
eecttted, and blasphemy is rampant in the face of 
iieaven, the Spirit of God still forms and raises up 
eouls who weep, pray, and make reparation in union 
u'ith the Heart of Christ. These souls have need 
to know even better and better their sweet Master, 
that they may abide with Him on the altar of the 
Cross, and may in a measure be filled with His 
lioly disposition!'. 

reader ix) '•xtend tlie oircnlatiom of ** Mairie el U Saurd^ee*' 
As will be seen in tlie raagpnifioent brief of His HoliBeea Pope 
Pins IX., mad also in the letter of Hie Eminence Cardinal 
Pecbarape, Arcbbiebop of Malinee, and other bishope, the ob- 
ject of the work is to set fqrth, more theologically and 
completely than has «s yet been done, tlM relations of the 
Blessed Yirgin with the priesthood. It is -rery opportone, 
and at the same time most beneficial to the clergy^ that this 
-work ehoald be cirealated, and this speeial glory of Mary 
brovglit forward, in these days when tlie priesthood is so 
nmdi' attacked, and has to snatain sauh terrible eonflicts. 

• Horn. xiii. :3. 
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T\w imnioTatioii of Jeras began in the Garden of 
Olivefi. There His soul began to be submerged in 
fi^iier, fear, and disgust.* But in this deep sorrow, 
in ocder to show His respect towards the God who 
visits upon Him the sins of men, He {alls upon His 
face, and He prajs.f Oh ! admirable and touching 
prayer ! Three times He asks His heavenly Father 
that the chalice may pass away, but yet He consents 
to drinkjfc to the dregs.} While the prayer, ever 
jncreasiug in fervour, mounts up to heaven, on the 
earth there flows forth a sweat of blood amid 
termble agony.§ These drops of blood and these 
prayers show us the interior dispositions of the 
Heart of Jesus. The prayer shows us His perfect 
submission; the blood telU us that; He has been 
crushed by sorrow, and bruised like the grape of 
the vine, in the wine-press of the justice of God. 

Nevertheless, the holy Victim went forth to tor- 
ments. ''Shall! not," He says, '^ drink the chalice 
that My Pather hath given Me?*'|| He went like 
a lamb which openeth not its mouth.^ He went to 
outrage, to the scourge, to the crowning with 
thorns, to the Cross. 

Let us contemplate Him in the moment when Tie 
allows Himself to be fastened to the fatal wood. 
WhAt tben was the disposition of His Heart ? 

• Mat. xxvi. 37 ; Maro. xiv. 33. 
t Mat. xxvj. 39. t M»t. xxvi. 39, 42, 44. 

,§,Lii'». xxii. 43, 44. 
U Joan. xviii..ll. S Is*- li"« ^ J -^.ct v.iii. S3, 
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Jesufl had said, speaking of His Passion ; — " I have 
a baptism wherewith I am to be baptized ; and how 
am I straitened until it be accomplished?"* And 
so, notwithstanding the terror that He feels at the 
sight of such a fearfal doom, He sighs after the 
Cross ; and when at length He fiods it, in the foil j 
of His love for God and for us, He falls upon the 
wood of which it is made, just as David, simulating 
madness, stumbled against the doors of the gatcf 
He allows Himself to be fastened with nails, as 
I^aac allowed himself to be bound and laid upon the 
]ule of wood that served as an altar.t Here we see 
the Heart of the Priest and of the Victim: of the 
Priest who, in the action of sacrifice, the act of re- 
spect, assumes a worthj and solemn attitude ; of 
the Victim who, by the respectful immobilitj to 
which He condemns Himself, shows His profound 
veneration for Ood, and who, by the open wounds 
of His hands and feet, demonstrates the extent of 
His mercies towards us. 

But the Cross is raised up in the air, laden 
with its precious Burden. O Spirit of Ood, grant 
Ihat we maj understand the ascension of the 
Heart of Jesu8§ during this ascension of the Cross. 

Jesus is charged with the sins of the world, an<l 
the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
His beauty and His glory are obscured thereby, 

• Lno. xii. 50. 

t 1 B>gf. xxi. 13. U; V. Ai^. Enarr. in Va. xxxiii. Borm 1. 

X Gen, xxii 9. § Pb. Ixxxiii. 6. 
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and He seems a leper, an object of eontempt, the 
last of men.* Thas rejected of earth, He looks up to 
outraged heaven. Laden with our sins, He draws 
nigh to His Father, whose infinite sanctity He 
clear) J discerns. He stands before the infinite jus- 
tiee of the Ood who is about to slay Him, to pierce 
Him for our transgressions.f As He approaches 
nearer to the arm that is raised in yengeance over 
Him, His torments increase. His anguish becomes 
extreme. He feels moreand more His abandonment. 
And nevertheless, as the prophet a£Srms, He was 
offered because it was His own will ;t and His love is 
so generous, His desires so ardent, that onlj such 
an ascension could have saiinfied Hrm. 

Beside the Cross stood Marj. We mnst not for- 
ftet this, for she will be the model of Anne Made- 
leine. Associated to the priesthood of Christ, and 
upheld by the Divine Spirit, she wills most firmly 
the sacrifice of her beloved Son ; she offers this 
sweet Son, she presents Him to the infinite jnstiee 
for the fulfilment of His own ends. 

At the same time her heart unites itself with the 
Heart of the Victim, entering, so to say, into that 
sacred movement, tliat ascension under the thun- 
ders of the holiness of G-od, which we have en- 
deavoured to set forth. But tlien also, as had been 
prophesied, a sword of sorrow pierced her bou1.§ 

At length the Cross is lifted up : Jesus is there, 

• I«a liii. 2, 3, 4, 6. t li. liii. 5. 

t l8. Uii. 7. § Lno. ii. 35. 
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Ilia arms eztendec!, aecomplisliing the augaajft 
action of the sacrifice. He suffers the chastiseu^eujb 
that is to procure peace fo^ us, ai^d by His bruises 
we are healed.* 

Lot us 8tu4y His Heart. From His Heart, as 
from gis lips, fell those seven admirable words 
recorded by tlie G-ospel. Jesus pray? for Hi^i 
executiouer8.t He applies the price of His blood 
to the good thief4 He gives us a mother, and He 
leaves us to this mother in His place.§ He cries 
out towards His heavenly Father, iu order that 
men, when they hear Him, may be touched by His 
desolation.)! He says that He thirsts — it is for our 
love.ir He announces that all is consummated ;** 
and He commits His soul into the hands of Hi^ 
Pather.tt 

These are not the only words of Jesus. Duriiifi; 
the three hours that He hung upon the Cross, He 
uttered other mysterious and interior words, that 
were not heard on earth, but are made known to 
us by the Holy Spirit, speaking by the mouth of 
the rojal prophet. Let us open the twenty-first 
and eixty-eighth Psalms. The Church, who has re- 
ceived the sense of the Scrip turestt from her divine 
Head, teaches us that they refer to Christ on the 
Cross, and not only contain the words of the cm- 

• Isa. liii. 5. t Liic- ^^ciii. 34. J Luc rxiii, 43. 

§ Joan. xiz. 26, 27. || Mafc. xxvii. 46 ; Marc. xv. 34. 

% Joan, xix, 28. •• Joan. xix. 30. 

tt Luo, xxiii. 46. Xt Luc. xxiv, 45, 
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cified, but are the prophetic iminge of His interior 
diftpositioDS daring the last hours of His Passion, 
^liis indeed may be inferred from the expressions of 
St. Cyril of Alexandria,* St, Athanasius,t and St. 
Augustine. { It; is even of faith that at least several 
passages of these Fsnlms refer to the Miui-God, 
since they are quoted in the New Testament as 
belonging to Him ;§ and moreover, the Church 
has condemned in one of her cecnmenical councils 
the doctrine which maintained that the twentj.first 
Fsalm did not apply literally to the Person of 
Christ. II Let us refer to these two inspired songs 
of David, and endeavour to understand the impres- 
sions, the prayers, the sorrowful murmurs of Jesus 
on the Cross ; this will give us a deeper knowledge 
of the sweet Heart of the Lamb who was slain. 

"O God! My God," said the Holy One on 
Calvary, " look upon Me : why hast Thou forsaken 

* In Ps. xxi., and in Pa. Ixviii. 

t Exposit. in Ps, xxi., and in Ps. IxTiii 
t Enar. in Ps. xxi., and in Fs. Ixviii. These are his words : 
" Dionntur antem ista in persona crucifixi : nam de capite 
I'salmi hnjns snnt verba qnn ipse clamavit cnm in crace 
penderct, personam etiaui servans veteris Lominis, cujaa 
mortalitatem portavit." 

§ From Ps. xxi. verse 2, in Mat. xxviS. 46, and in Maro, xr. 
43 ; Terse b in Mat. xxvii. 89, and in Maro. xv. 29 ; v. 9 in Mat. 
xxvii. 43; T. 19 in Mat. xxvii. 3^, and in Joan. xix. :^3, 24; 
T. 23 in Heb. ii. 12. From Ps. Ixviii. ▼. 10, in part from Joan, 
ii. 17, and in part from Bom. xv. 3 ; y. 22 in Mat. xxvii. 48. 

ft Theodore of Monsest, who tanght this error, was con- 
demned in the Fifth CEcumenital Council, IT. de C. P. 
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Me ? Far from Mj salyalioii are ike wo^a of My- 
Hills. O my God, I «iiall cry by daj^-andf Thou wilfe 
not hear ; and by lught, and it shall not be reputed 
as folly. in Me. But Thou dwellest in the holj 
place, the praise of Israel. In Thee- have our 
fathers hoped ; they have hoped, and Thou hast 
delivered them. They cried to Tiiee, and they 
were saved : they trusted in Thee, and were not 
confounded. But I am a worm and no man ; the 
reproach of men, and the outcast of the people. 
All they that saw Me have laughed Me to scorn : 
ihey have spoken with the lips, and wagged the 
head. They have said : This man hath hoped in 
God, let God deliver Him : let Him save Him, see- 
ing He delighteth in Him. For Thou art He that 
hast drawn Me out of the womb ; My hope from 
the breasts of My mother, and I was cast upon 
Thee from the womb. From My mother's womb 
Thou art My God ; depart not from Me. For 
tribuhition is very near: for there is none to 
help Me. Many calves have surrounded Me; 
fat bulls have besieged Me. Tiiey have opened 
their mouths against Me, as a lion ravening and 
roaring. I am poured out like water, and all My 
bones are scattered. My Heart has become like 
wax melting in the midst of My bowels. My 
strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue 
hath cleaved to My jaws: and Thou hast brought 
Me down into the dust of earth. For many dogs 
have encompassed Me : the couucil of the malignant 
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liatli besieged Me. Tliej Lave pierced My hands 
ajid feet ; tliey ba?e numbered all Mj bones. And 
tbej have looked and stared upon Me : ibcj parted 
My garments amongst them»and onMy vesture ihey 
cast lots. But Thou, My Lord, remove not My help 
to a distance from Me ; look towards my defence. 
Deliver, O Lord, My soul from the sword ; My Only 
One from the hand of the dog. Save Me from the 
lion's mouth ; and My lowness from the horns of 
these persecutors like to unicorns."* 

"Save Me, O God, fur the waters are come ia 

even unto My soul Let not them be 

ashamed for Me, who look for Thee, O Lord, tlie 
Lord of Uosts. Let them not bo confouuded ou 
My account, who seek Tiiee, O God of Israel. 
Because for Thy f>ake I have borne reproach, 
shame hath covered My face. I am become 
a stranger to My brethren, and au alien to tho 
sons of My mother. For the zeal of Thy houso 
hath eaten Me up ; and the reproaches of them that 
reproached Thee are fallen upon Me. . . . lu 
Thy sight are all they that lifflict Me; My Heart 
hath expected reproach and misery. And I looked 
for one that would grieve together with Me, but 
there was none : and for one that would comfort 
Me, and I found none. And they gave Me gall for 
My food : and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar 
to drink."t 

• Pe. xxi. £.22. t Pb Ixviii. 2, 7-10, 21, 22, 
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Hero lei us paase wliile we think over theiie last 
wonis of Jesus. Hovr grief-laden are Hib com- 
plaints, how admirable the prayers that He pours 
forth amidst His terrible agony ! Well do they 
porl ray not alone the intense suffering iu all His 
members, but the far worse anguish of His soul, 
wlien His Heart was given over to weakness, to 
deMolation, to aridity, (:o uncertainty, and to the 
terror of abandonment. Immense indeed was llic 
zeal for the glory of His heavenly Father tiiat 
made Him detsire these torments ! He casts a look 
of love on His mother, the associate of His sacrifice, 
as He remembers that in her virginal womb His 
Heart first gave itHelf to Gtod» Nowheie has the 
Holy Spirit given us so true a representation of 
the feelings of the Heart of Jesu», as in these 
inspired songs of David, uttered more thau a 
thousand years before the Incarnation. 

Let us continue. He who is the supereminent 
sanctity, the perfect dominion, and tlie sovereign 
royalty,* has chosen to receive from the Victim thus 
given over to intolerable torments, an adoration 
which alone is fully worthy of Him. Essential 
goodness and infinite justice wills that when about 
to sink under His torments, the humble Lamb 
shall pour forth before His face a song of thanks- 
giving and praise. Wherefore the Holy Spirit, 
without softening in the least degree the anguish 
and Bufferings of the Victim hanging on the Tree, 
• Di JD, A.reop. De div. nom. c. xi*'. 
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transports His soul in so marvellous a manner^ that 
it finds vent in these immortal accents : — ^| 

" I will declare Thy name to My brethren ; in 
the midst of the Church will I praise Thee. Ye 
that fear the Lord praise Him; all ye the seed 
of Jacob glorify Him. Let all the seed of Israel fear 
Him, because He hath not slighted nor despised 
the supplication of the poor man. Neither hath 
He turued away His face from Me ; and when I 
cried to Him He heard Me. "With Thee is My 
praise in a great Church ; I will pay My vows in the 
eight of them that fear Him. The poor shall eat and 
shall be filled ; and they shall praise the Lord that 
seek Him ; their hearts shall live for ever and ever. 
All the ends of the earth shall remember, and shall 
be converted to the Lord. And all the kindreds 
of the Ghen tiles shall adore in His sight. Por the 
kingdom is the Lord's, and He shall have dominioa 
over the nations. All the fat ones of the earth 
have eaten, and have adored. All they that go 
down to the earth shall fall before Him.* And 
to Him My soul shall live ; and My seed shall serve 
Him. There shall be declared to the Lor'd a gene- 
ration to come, and the heavens shall show forth 

* The text runs : "the happy ones of earth/' Aooording 
to the etymology of the Hebrew it would indioate the iiiiniB« 
ters of the aacrifioe. The seoond part of the verae alludes 
doubtleis to the dying, who, after reoeiying the Euoharist^ 
adore the Lord. 

6 x> B 
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Hit jastice to a people that ahaU be.boiHy wliich^ 
the Lord hath made."* 

We see in this, sublime canticle that in t^e mfdst 
of i^concei?able tortures, the Heart of Jesus over* 
flpwed ^ith lore tovii,rds His heavenly Father* 
ite was concerned about His brethren, to, whom 
He was about to manifest the name of G-od yet 
more clearly^ He was conceijied about our soiiiRp 
for whpm He had. prepared a divine repast. He, 
was concerned also about His Church, who was 
about to issua forth froni Him as an Immaculate 
Spouse. Elnowing that His sacrifice was not 
merely a s^icrifice of reparation and of prayer, but 
was also a sacrifice of adoration and of thanks* 
giving, He not only expiated and prayed, He also 
aclored profoundly, and broke forth into exclama- 
tions of praise and transports of joy at the sight of 
the divine maryels, and of the glory that Hia, 
torments would procure to His G-od until the end 
of ages. Afl;er these admirable acts, there was 
nothing more remaining to this sweet Heart but to 
sink in death, to be opened, and to pour forth 
upon the Church Its life-giving floods. 

While we have been thus contemplating the 
dispositions of the Heart of Jesus during His three 
hours upon. the^CroBfiWe have not losjb sigl4 ^^ 

• Pfl. zxi,^23 to the end. We do not again qnote from ilie 
sizty-eightli Psalm, beoanse towards the end, after a prophecy* 
conoerning the terrible chastisements that are reserved fo^ 
the impious, we find expressions like those of t^ twenty-first- 
Pflalm* and whioh it is therefore oselesa to repeat. 
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Sodar Anne Madeleine. The interpreters of Scrip, 
tare tell us that Je^us poured forth these canticler 
of praise and these cries of tribulation, not in His 
own name alone, but in the name of His perse- 
cut0d Church, and of all the members of His 
mystical body, who are to be crucified with Him 
until the end of time.* So, when a Christian soul 
has by her trials acquired some resemblance with 
her Head, when she partakes of the sufferings of 
Christ,t when she unites herself to the divine 
sacrifice for the redemption of other souls, she has 
a right to appropriate to herself more or less com- 
pletely the sentiments of the Crucified One ; she 
has a right to grieye with Him over the outrages 
done to God, to pray, to adore, and to give thanks . 
in union with His Heart. As to SoBur Anne 
Madeleine, she had, like Blessed Margaret Mary, 
been chosen by our Lord Himself to be His victim ; 
and it is not therefore surprising that it was given 
to her to have a share in the sufferings of His 
agonising Heart. The divine Spirit was pleased to 
retrace in her in an especial manner the impres- 
sions that the Heart of the divine Victim under- 
went upon' the Cross. He formed in this soul, so 
admirably prepared, prayers and desires like to 
those described' by the king-prophet. This it is 
that gives its own proper character to the interior' 
life of Anne Madeleine, and explains the griefs and 

* See for instance S. Ang. in Fsal. Izviii. eerm. L 
t 1 Peter iv. 13. 
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■upenuitural joys that sometimes simulfcaneonslj 
possessed her soul. 

We left the fenrent Tisitandine pursuing the. 
pious exercises of her religious life, which had just 
been crowned by her solemn profession. The 
special grace that she then received was an in- 
creased attraction towards the tabernacle. Not 
being able to spend many hours in the daytime 
before the Blessed Sacrament, she obtained per- 
mission of the Superior to employ a portion of the 
night in prayer before the Altar. But our Lord 
now began to give her a share in His physical 
sufferings. He sent her violent headaches, which 
attacked her for several days in each week.* A 
miracle, however, soon delivered her from this 
suffering, to make room, though, for fresh trials. 
One Thursday night, after twenty-four hours 
passed without food on account of her headache, 
the pious professed asked permission of M^re 
Nogaret to spend the night before the Blessed 
Sacrament, in honour of the agony of the Saviour 
in the Garden of Olives. Although accustomed 
to these kind of requests, the worthy Superior was 
loth to accede to her desire this time; and she 
even pretended displeasure, and accused her 
spiritual daughter of imprudence. The latter, 
however, persiated with gentle daring. "Well 
then," replied the mother, "I will permit it once 
more, but it is on the condition that you ask our 
• F««, etc., 0. 6. 
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Lord to delirer you from headaclies* If He beam 
you, I shall know by this sign that yoa are led by 
His Holy Spirit, and I shall thenceforward leare 
you to His direction." These words filled Anne 
Madeleine with joy and gratitude. She hastened 
to ask her Divine Spouse to grant the wished for 
sign. Scarcely was she on her knees than she ob- 
tained the object of her prayer : her headache 
instantaneously left her, and she never again suf- 
fered from it in the least degree.* 

When the Superior heard next day of this unex- 
pected cure, she withdrew from Anne Madeleine 
all the extra care and indulgences that her delicate 
state had rendered necessary. The whole conu 
munity knew from this of the wonderful favour 
that the divine Master had granted to His servant. 
From that day M^re Nogaret hesitated no longer 
between her fear of resisting the will of our Lord, 
and her wish to preserve an existence so precious 
to the monastery. Following the advice of F^re 
Milley, whose consummate and enlightened pru- 
dence inspired her with perfect confidence, and 
counting, moreover, on the supernatural strength 
wherewith Gtod did not fail to enable His victim to 
pursue her career of austerity and penance, the 
wise mistress allowed Anne Madeleine hencefor- 
ward to follow freely the powerful attraction of 
grace.t 

From that day the sister began to walk more 
• Vie, eto., o. 6. t Vie, etc., ibid. 
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tfoidy in %he 1botgl«p« «f W Crttdfied Spouse. 

B iAf ui n g wtth iiie de«e to Baerifice herself for the 

ftory «ndtheMcrediiiter68t»of her€Fod,sliegaTB 

herself up to the most rigorous austerities. Sto 

eot e re d tier bo^ iritii m Mr sbirt ; site wore n 

elmin round lier waists and iron bracelets on h&t 

«rms; and on her breast lAiebore a faeart made of 

abarp points. These instrmnents are stiH pre- 

aerred as precious relics in the Mcmastery of 

the Visitation at Hiirseilles. In addition, she re« 

4uced herself to one single repast in 1h:e day, 

irUdi was of so scantj a description, that it was 

ffiMrelloushow it sufficed to keep her in existence. 

It would indeed hare been imx>08Bible for the 

generous penitent to hare practised so mucb 

austeritj on such a feeble organization without 

eztraordinarj help from the divine Master. Fot 

notwithstanding tiiatshe was free from headaches, 

her physical sufferings had not abated, and she was 

consumed by a continual feyer. Sometimes her 

strength abandoned her to such a degree that she 

seemed near death; her suff^erings then weiis 

dreadful. She passed three nights in the week 

before the tabernacle on her knees, motionless, her 

Ikce radiant with a heavenly expression. During 

the other nights it was rare that her rest of three 

or four hours was not troubled, either by physical 

sufferings, or by interior trials, or the transports 

of diyine Ioto. But after these eztatio nights, 

when she was obliged sometimes to lay damp cloths 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9^ ciodsi. Iff 

tipoh Ler t^reast tliat burned Vi A 'the ardonrii of 
cSnne IbVe, 'she rose with the dawn, filled with ik 
aupemataral strength, and went about her ordinal^ 
occupations. She performed all her duties witu 
great seal, and with the rare capacity and inielti'* 
gence with which Heayen had gifted her, bearing 
lier interior martyrdom, and reyealing to none the 
Becret of ner sufferings.* 

The fruit of these vigils, prayers, and ausCeritiM 
md not belong to this heroic souL Jesus disposea 
of ib according to His own will, and in^ union witli 
the infinite merits of Bis sacrifice, for the salration 
of souls. This was one of the conditions of the 
alliance that He had contracted with Anne Made- 
leine, and which, later oh, she sealed by a formal 
Tow.t Anne Madeleine is a Victim wfeo must pray 
and suffer unceasingly for the reparation of sin, 
and whom the divine Sacrificer will immolate, in 
union with His own Heart, JTor the eiids ihat He 
has in view. We shall see toafc one of the princi- 
pal ends for which He Will ask for prayers and 
penances from this chosen victim, is the salvation 
of certain souls consecrated to God. Who does 
not remember the sorrowful complaints of our 
Lord on this subject to Blessed Margaret Mary P 
• F{«, etc., 0. 6 and 8. 
t By ihifl TOW, made on the Sth December, 1727, Bhe en- 
^raged to pray, snifer, and act, according to the movement of 
grace, ^or the persona to ikhom out Lord ohoee that her ptay* 
era and sniferings shonld be applied. The text may be seen 
In her Account of Consdeiice, 
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.Showing lier His Heart all torn and pierced, He 
•aid : ** See the wounds that I receive from My 
chosen people. The others are content with strik- 
ing Mj body, but these attack My Heart, which has 
neyer ceased to love them." At this sight the 
virgin of Paray was overcome with grief, and there 
was no suffering or humiliation that she would not 
have consented to endure to remove this sorrow 
from the Heart of her Spouse.* Walking in her 
footsteps, Anne Madeleine stored up treasures of 
patience, of prayer, and of longanimity, which were 
all applied to the good of souls and to the interests 
of the Heart of Jesus. 

Some instances will throw light.on the truth of 
this fact, which is based on the principle of the 
transfer of merits. The pious Yisitandine was one 
day assisting at Mass, when the deplorable state of 
two souls consecrated to God, and on the point of 
being lost, was clearly shown her. This vision 
produced such a painful effect upon her, that she 
fainted away. Little by little, and owing to the 
attentions of her sisters, her senses returned ; but 
it was only to ejaculate, " Is it possible, O my God ? 
What! souls that are consecrated to Thee ?" But 
it was necessary at once to warn these two souls in 
peril, for the order of our Lord admitted of no 
delay. This was a new subject of pain and con* 
fusion for the humble victim of the Sacred Heart. 
At length, without divulging the secret from on 

* Vie de la B, Marguerite MarUt by her oontemporaries. 
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•higli, tliey were commumcated with, warned of their 
danger, and shown the necessity of a sincere con- 
yersion. Anne Madeleine on her side was not idle. 
Her prayer was uninterrupted, her tears flowed day 
and nighty her penances were fearful. A great 
consolation was soon granted her, for she learnt 
that one of these two souls, yielding to grace, con- 
fessed its disorders, and threw itself into the arms 
of mercy. But alas ! neither the fear of chastise- 
ment nor the solicitations of grace softened the 
other. In yain did the heroic virgin multiply her 
sapplications, and offer herself to suffer the rigours 
of infinite justice. The dirine Master, wearied of 
the resistance of the guilty soul, and of the abuse 
that it made of the heavenly gifts, appeared to His 
servant, and made known to her its fate : " This 
soul hastens to its perdition, and persists in its sin ; 
I abandon it ! • . • ." These terrible words 
filled her with horror, and brought on a spitting of 
blood under which she would have sunk, had she 
not been preserved for her mission by supernatural 
strength.* 

Not merely the souls without, but also those 
within her beloved cloister, had Anne Madeleine to 
enrich with the fruit of her sufferings. She tells 
us this herself: " Some time ago," she writes to 
her director, " I asked our Lord why He permitted 
me to be in a community where I am refused thf 
bread of humiliations and of sufferings. He seeme(, 
• Vie, etc., o. 6. 
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pleiMa aft fhia ddmana, ^<^> tl if di(iSr6iM ik 
tn&ti»g ft, H^ txm^e kiM%ii %o ib% tbttt I tlhovSBL 
ind ftmang thofie WiA ^itfktm. I liVietd^ a Mttd dt 
"Mtering, that done iitididd VH&w of, aiid tU^ 
^otild i&ake me befar Hb^ ir^S^t of all 'tbe FattM 
%bftt they would cfomifnt, and i^iat Ho ^oiAi giVd 
die all that troald be requisite in order td detetol 
innd make reparation for tfa^m; "FtorA. that time, in 
fket, I iiad a knowbdg'e of the wants of ou!r sisterir, 
ttat worked it, m;e khi in ihdm resultb worthy of 
the Master froni whom t^ey came; fhey wer6 
Mways most painful for me.*** 

In order to make her worthy of her mission, th^ 
iivine Iffaster gkv^ Anne Madeleine a heart 
fastiioned after His CrueiiSed Heart. He gave her k 
heart that was ardent, generous, and large as the 
shores of the sea-t Thenceforward nothing could 
tentent her zeal tot the glory of &bd and th^ 
isalTation of souls ; nothing could quench her thirst 
%o be immolated. **I wish," she #riteBi "tb see 
Ml creatures employed in making me sufibr, but 
I do not desenre this happiness.''^ ts not this 
te echo of the sublime wordii of 8k Teresa : " To 
suffer or to die "^ 

We see her a victim ih everything. She askk 
continually for contempt, for public humiliatioii, 
and that she may be spared in nothibg.§ In order 
id imitate her Master nailed to the Cross, she mul^ 

* Aooonnt of Conscienoe. f 8 Begr* !▼. 29, 

t Aooonnt of CoBBciende. § Vie, eto., o. 6. 
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VTMet^ice, and le tbete Totvto of Religion riM uMl, 
Mid 43t. Tn^eMt, 8t Jane Eraifcet 4» Chi^tal, 
3l0Med Mfttgltr«ft Mftrjr/aad tome ethe^bolyftouli, 
IHi6 jtm nlwftya to do Hiat wbich it tfolt perfoel. 
^0 P^i*0 MHfey 4Ad M^re NogaMt agrM ia «llo#- 
fog beir 1Mb fa^oiDr, Md «niii the ond of littf lift H^ 
shall see that^ owing to her solid judgmenty <a«vd 
llttg^iiiiiy^Bd ehafity> she avoided tPomble tod 
#enip)e0> whieh ate the ordiDaty diffieti)ti«i of a wti 
bk this elevated state> and was peifectijfidlthf alto 
this BOW and difficult engagement. In order to 
Kiye her greater streogtfay the wise Bishop of 
Marseilles admitted her to daily eomrannion, a 
^vilege wfai<A was then rarely aceorded.* This 
JsaSt of each day fiMinod in her the sai^red fiito 
whidi the God of the Eucharist came to cast upon 
fho earth.t And so^ when the hearetily Spouse 
iMkS her to place Him as a seal upon her heart^t 
sAie does nothesitate to perfonn a painful operatic^ 
mt her breast. 

This incident is too beantifol to be omitted, 
^is is how she relates it herself 2 ''Some days 
previous to my retreat, I felt after communion a 
very great impulse to engrare the sacred name of 
Ood upon my body^ in order that the impression 
of this holy name might sanctify my body at the 
time that the interior operation dinnised in 

• Vie, etc., 0. 6 wd 7. f Lno. zii. 46. 

X Canti Tiiii 8* 
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■ome measure the souL Aflber mj tbankflgiTingy I 
executed with iron and fire that which God had 
willed, without anj idea that any other permissioil 
was needed. I understood, after I had done it, 
that G-od sometimes Himself commands us, and 
that He does not always leave us the liberty 
to apply to those who might assure us of His 
will."* 

Her director however was somewhat anxious 
when he heard of this fact, because the sister had 
not asked permission of her superiors. But she 
reassured him in the following words : '' If in the 
inspiration of which I speak, I had had the least 
idea that it was necessary for me to ask permission, 
I would have done so ; but I assure you, reverend 
father, such a thought never occurred to me. You 
may therefore rest tranquil on this point; the 
effects of the wound have been painful, but God 
has taken care of it in a way that convinces me that 
He demanded it of me."t This reply shows that 
SoBur Anne Madeleine was most judicious, and that 
she was capable of discerning the operations of 
grace. In like manner, her vow always to do the 
most perfect, stamps her as an heroic soul, worthy 
to rank among the holiest souls of her time. 

But all the great qualities of Anne Madeleine 

would have failed in producing their legitimate 

fruit, had not God added to them a grace precious 

above all others, that of a firm and enlightened 

* Aooonnt of Consoienoe. f Ibid: 
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direction. In this respect she was indeed moBt\ 
Bingularly pnTileged. In the first place, she had 
for her spiritnal father the holy Bishop of Mar- 
seilles, who was well versed in interior ways, and 
whose influence was paramount in all the important 
circumstances of her life. As to her ordinary 
direction, we have already seen that this dispensa* 
tion of providence placed her in the skilful hands of 
P^re Milley ; and when we consider this remarkable 
fact in conjunction with the vocation of Fdre de la 
Colombi^re to direct Blessed Margaret Mary, it is' 
impossible not to recognize here the admirable 
design of Providence, who had determined to asso-' 
ciate the Company of Jesus with everythiug great 
that should be done for the glory of the Heart of 
Jesus Christ. Moreover, the superiors who at this 
time successively governed the first monastery of 
the Visitation of Marseilles were most superior and 
enlightened women. In fine, the whole of this; 
direction, in which the ways of God with the soul 
of Anne Madeleine were closely studied, and the 
impressions of grace always seconded, save when 
hesitation was necessary for the better ascertaining 
tlie will of the divine Master, would seem to have 
been carried out in perfect conformity with the. 
principles of mystical theology, as they are set 
fbrth in the lives of holy souls. 

The victim of the Sacred Heart is prepared, 
then, and the Cross likewise is ready. "Now is she 
about to be mystically nailed thereon, in body and in 
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Mtiook:*' iiMrwiUhfiriouly&Qiidtodiio^wtiybji 
tiio Irfood of Ghiaut^t refleofc At ia « minror sosie-ot 
t^i|ilierk>F8M«fof theaUwIiaiiiib. AndjjEirtaft 
Jetm teUiM ofthe aentiiiiMiteof HuEtcAKt iottll*^ 
wordii of the royal Frophet, so will His spoose* teH 
us of har feelings in w<»dA that formed part o^ker 
aeoount of consoienook This is how she desetilie^ 
the supeniAtaral &¥omrs that were concurred upon^ 
her: ''The eztttior pains wiA which it pleased 
oar Lord to honour me^ were so« inteoBe, inj> 
severend father, that I thought to hare died. lb 
seemed to me at each instant that great nails were* 
being driven: into my hands and feet, and that my 
chest and sides were being burnt with live coalsi 
I could not lean on those parts of my body wii^ou^ 
increasing- my suffenngs ; at present they are a^ 
little less intense, except during the night, when I 
cannot refrain from groansand sighs: nature being- 
then deprived of the relief which is available at 
other times. There is then nothing for me to do» 
dear father^ save to sigh, and to receive with 
^ratitude^ the sufiRMrings that give me some^ 
little^ resemblance to my adorable Spouse Jesus; 
.... I suffdr flfom such violet" headlu^esy 
especiallyr during the- night, thad? my sigjit' i#i 
weakened to such an extent that in the mormhg'J^ 
see^ things doul^e» . . • • I cannot' tell'yeu, 
reverendtfatherj how much I sirf^on- account ofr 
^J^i tAi SmjtBt f Ibid: 
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tbe glorious faropn with wbich my dime Spouii^ 
has honoured me/* 

'^ The pains ^are not left me^*' wrote she- ou^ 
another ocoasioi^; "thejare so intente^ and their, 
^ects so BUTj^vagf that it seems to me I need; 
miraculous.assisjbance at each moment in order th^t 
I maj not d^^. Ope morning, unahle to stand oil; 
qij feet without danger of falling, and the wearine«a 
qf the hodj haying passed into the soul, I must 
qwui my reveijend father, that I began to doubt tbivt: 
God wouldoom^ to my help, and was about to seek 
aid elsewheref when by an interior voice our Lord 
reproved me, and gave me to understand that the. 
remedy was only to be sought in the cause that 
produced the evil, 

' ''ExprewBJons fail me^ reverend father, to describe 
the liberality of a Qod who thus deigns to communi*. 
cate Himself without measure to a vile creature. 
The shocks that His operation produces become 
ever more violent, and the body is exceedingly 
weakened thereby. Qod permits all that is humai^ 
1^ be suppressed wh^n I am in these states, and I' 
then cqnsequently perceive nothing that falls under, 
the senses; I only feel, when the operation is less, 
viplent, that it produces in me a conformity with, 
jTesus, and that this commerce that He deigns to 
hold with jx\ei makes me not only enter into th^ 
^^ositionsof His soul with regard to His Father^ 
but also causes me to bear upon my body the marks 
^at He bore to satisfy the diviue justice. These 
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marks are sometimes glorious, bat much more often 
tbej are painful ; this is according to the different 
impressions that are made in me. I cannot, in fact, 
mj reverend father, compare my sufferings either 
to the application of iron or of fire ; they are aboye 
all comprehension, and yet they are always in pro- 
portion with the strength that is given. The 
capacity of suffering equals that of knowing, and 
it is knowledge that causes suffering. God seems 
to work a miracle at every moment^ in order to 
sustain life under such an operation. How inade- 
quate is the creature, reverend father, to sustain 
the liberty of a God 1"* 

This astounding description of the ineffable gifts 
of Jesus to His spouse, show that she was nailed 
to the cross. As the cross was raised aloft, it 
raised the crucified one nearer to her God. Then 
her soul received a brighter light, and her know- 
ledge was deepened. But this phenomenon pro- 
duced in its turn a fresh phenomenon ; her capacity 
of suffering increased in proportion to her know- 
ledge, for, as she has told us, it is knowledge that 
produces suffering. There is nothing more true or 
more remarkable than this &ct. The researches 
of science have proved, beyond the possibility of 
doubt, that the intensity of the suffering is in direct 
proportion with the mental state of the sufferer. 
The clearer the perception of the sensation, the 
more intense is the fear of the suffering. It maj 
* Ao«oant of Consoienoe^ 
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even be said tbat suffering cLieflj consists in tlie 
knowledge tliat one has of it; since human beings^ 
trho are gifted with a higher and more delicate 
mind, and have consequently a more perfect know- 
ledge, are most sensitive ; whilst the brute creation, 
and degenerate busings, are fkr less susceptible. 
It iH Uv/t therefore surprising that a soul who is 
flooded with supernatural light should acquire an 
extraordinary discernment of painful sensations, 
nor that her capacity of suffering should be there- 
by raised to supernatural proportions. The soul 
may then well say that her sufferings in this state 
are abjve comprehension. 

But there is s»»mething yet more admirable. 
Bathed in the divine lights the soul has a new and 
more perfect perception of the greatness of her 
G-od. She sees on the one side, better than ever 
before, her own nothingness and imperfections ; 
and feeling nevertheless that she is ever being 
drawn nearer to His high Majesty, the contrast of 
her profound misery with Infinite Sanctity gives 
her unspeakable pain. St. Catharine of Genoa has, 
in her maivolious treatise on Purgatory, described 
the agoay of a soul who, althougli iu a state of 
grace, but still covered with slaias, feels the 
a'pproach of the absolutely perfect Being.* Bless- 
ed Margaret Mary contemplated two sanctities 
in God, the sanctity of love and the sanctity 
of justice^ both most rigorous in their way; and 
• Tract. d$ Purgatory 

7 D B 
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bLo describes her terrible impressions wBen tbej 
were brought to bear upon her.* Scarcely did she 
feel the approach of the divine Master, and tha^ 
He was about to draw aside the yeil that hid the 
dazzling splendour of Ilis sovereign Majesty, than 
she sank as it were in the abyss of her own nothing- 
ness, and prostrate on the ground, rendered 
homage to the Infinite Grreatness.f So was it with 
SoBur Anne Madeleine. The external knowledge 
which gratlQes her, increases her sufferings in 
various ways. No sufferings in this world can 
equal her torments when she sees herself to be a 
vile creature in the presence of the Holy of Holies, 
the sins of other souls laid upon her victimized soul, 
by an intimate divine operation, and has at the 
same time the most delicate perception of the 
painful marks that her body bears to satisfy the 
sanctity of justice. But she willingly accepts this 
martyrdom, and, as she herself tells us, she bears 
it with the sublime dispositions with which the 
Heart of Jesus was animated towards His hea« 
venly Father, while He was being lifted up on 
His Cross. 

It is fitting, however, that the likeness between 
Jesus crucified and His victim, between the Model 
and the copy, should become yet more striking, 
aud therefore the phenomena of the stigmata is 
more clearly developed. Violent attacks of pain 

* X^« 0/ B, Margaret Ifary, written by herself, 
t Ibid. 
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and love vrore oufc the poor victim, and in the dead 
silence of the night her plaintive groans were often 
heard. At length the divine Master^ taking pity 
on His servant, condescended to make a proposi- 
tion to her. 

"During my prayer," she tells us, "our Lord 
gave me my choice between the two following 
courses : that the marks with which He has deigned 
to honour me should appear exteriorly, and incite 
men to adore Him in His wondrous works, which 
course would be accompanied with a diminution of 
my 'pains ; or that, on the contrary, the marks 
sliould remain hidden, and the pain become more 
intense, — this would tend more to His greater 
glory. I did not hesitate a moment to abandon 
myself to that which would contribute most to the 
glory of my Saviour, and 1 left the choice to Him- 
self. He decided on the increase of suffering : but 
what suffering ! The only description that I can 
give you, my father, is that it is beyond words.'** 

But suddenly all her sufferings ceased, without 
any apparent reason. This surprised her, and the 
devil took advantage of her trouble to endeavour to 
persuade her that her former state had been an 
illusion. She had recourse, however, to her hea- 
venly Spouse, who hastened to console her, and 
by a fresh prodigy convinced her of ^the reality of 
His gifts. " This God of goodness," said Anne 
lUitdeleine; "appeared to me, and to cure my 
• AAoonnt of Cansoienoe. 
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inereduKfcj, He imprinted upon my body the marks 
that £ thouc^M imaginary. A bright light came 

I forth from His adorable Wonnds, and showed me 
upon my own bands the marks that were im- 
pressed within ; this was made so clear to me that 
it would not be )>0B9ible for me eter to have any 
doubt on the subject. I was thon, however, in one 
of those raptures of which I have already spoken 
to you, reverend father, and I could not express in 
words the vision ihat I had. Nevertheless, I am 
much more certain of the truth of what I relate 
than if I had seen it with my exterior senses, which 
have indeed never been' the medium of any of the 
communications of our Lord to me."* 

These lines bear upon the surface evident marks 
of authenticity, and none the less convincing is the 
straightforward and candid language in which the 
facts are related. It is easy to see that So^ur Anne 
Madeleine had aTl the ordinary signs of extasy. 

' Her exterior senses were suspended, the powers of 
ber soul operated alone, whilst her intelligence, 
bathed in heavenly light, and her will inflamed with 
love, produced the hi ^h acts of unitive contempla- 
tion. Nothiijg, in these happy moments, to disturb 
the presence of God ; nothing that was unworthy 
of the operation of Jesus, of the contact of His 
sacred wounds. Even the simple words that dis- 
close, while they would fkin veil, the mystery, if 
obedience permitted, give us glimpses of the sors^ 
Aooomtt of Cotasoienoe, 
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pilie ardours that iniSamed thifl favoured sduL 
These eminent graces were followed and crowned 
by all the effects whioh, according to the masters of 
mystical theology, always provo tlieir truth. Thes« 
effects were : ali& ever increasing in holiness, as we 
shall soon show ; virtues, whose heroism it were 
difficult to contest; high lights in the understanding 
concerning God ; a greater desire of humiliations, 
and a more profound contempt for the things of 
earth. And as the extatic, constrained hy obedi« 
ence, tells us, in her own truthful and touching 
words, of the virtue that came from the wounds of 
her Jesus, and of the marks, now glorious, now 
painful, with which He honoured ber members, let 
us confidently [accept her testimony, and give 
Anne Madeleine her own place among the stig- 
matized virgins. 

Foremost in this glorious phalanx of stigmatized 
saints must over stand St. Erancis of Assisi. His 
stigmas differ from all the others, in that they 
were permanent until his death, and bore the like- 
ness of the nails that pierced the feet and hands of 
the Saviour.* Next to liim ranks St. Catharine of 
Sienna. Our Lord appeared to her, and from tho 
five openings of His sacred wounds He sent forth 
five bleeding rays, towards the hands, Ihe feet, and 
tho heart of the virgin. But she immediately asked 
that the wounds might not appear on the exterior, 

* S. Samoni, Lettere ecclesiastiche, t. iv., lett* 32. Delle 8, 
SHmate di 8. Fr, di Aisisi, 
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and her prayer was granted; so tliat the rajSt 
losing their bleeding appearance^ became most 
brilliant, and pierced these ^ye parts of her body, 
without anj visible manifestation, but with the 
most intense pain to the victim.* Other virgins who 
liave been favoured with the stigmatas have also 
obtained from the divine Master that they should 
remain invisible to all ejes.t We know the alter- 
native that was placed before Anne Madeleine, and 
what she chose in her disinterested zeal for the 
glor J of her Spouse. For this reason we must not 
rank this courageous virgin among the servants of 
Christ who have been honoured wiih the visible 
and complete stigmatization, including the crown 
of thorns and the five wounds, as for inshiuee, 
Louise Lateau, our celebrated contemporary of 
Belgium ; but it is fittiug to rank her a little lower, 
among those who have been favoured with the 
stigmatas in an Incomplete degree, and invisible 
to all eyes, even to their own. This is, how- 
ever, a very great glory, and alone in the whole 
Order of the Visitation was Soaur Anne Madeleine 
thus distinguished. 

• Baymond a Capua. Vita 8, Oathar, Senen., part II. e, 7. 
This faot gave oocasion to a long controTersy between the 
Franoisoans and the Dominicans. It was only ended in 1630, 
by the authority of Urban VIII., who definitively rooognised 
the atigmatization of the saint. S. Theophil. lUiynaud, B. I. 
Op. t. xiii., De stigma' ismo aamo et pi'ofano. 

t Gorres oites them in his Mystique divini, i II., o. IJk 
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All these admirable graces have prepared this 
great soul to contract a close and sublime union 
with ^the Divinity. Let us recall to mind the 
ardent charity, the burning desire, and the ineffable 
ties which unite the Word of Qod to His creature^ 
and which the prophet celebrates in the Canticle 
of canticles. We are about to see the dajdawn of 
these mysteries which will be fully revealed to us 
only in heaven. But here again let us hearken to 
the thrice happy soul who was the object of such 
high favours. " In my retreat of 1716," said she, 
*' one day after the morning obedience, I had such 
a strong sense of the presence of God, that, unable 
to stand, I was compelled to kneel in order to 
admire this divine presence. At the same time I 
was penetrated with the glory that surrounds the 
throne of the majesty of God, and the splendour of 
this majesty filled me with reverence. Carried out 
of myself, as it were, and deprived of all natural 
feeling, I felt that this kind of exterior death pre- 
pared me to receive with less obstruction the 
benefits that were destined for me. It was then 
told me that the three adorable Persons of the 
Most Holy Trinity desired to contract a union with 
me that nothing should be able to break, and that 
for this they only awaited my consent. At this 
word of union I folt that all my being melted away, 
so to say, and was ready to flow into this immense 
Being. Astonishment and confusion culminated in 
a profound silence, wherein I consented to all. I 
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found Yoice at lengiH to beg the tlireo adorable 
Persons to ordain that my imwortliuiess sbould 
put no obstacle to the riches that Thej desired to 
dispense to me; and then I profoimdly adored the 
abasements of a Qod, in the depths of the soul of sk 
sinner. The knowledge that I received in mj 
understanding concerning the adorable Persons was 
so sublime and profound that I have never beea 
able to speak of it. I have always feared to lower 
the gift of God by my feeble expressions, knowing 
how inadequate they are to give a just idea of the 
greatness of His lights. 

"After I had enjoyed these holy communications 
for two hours, I felt that the three divine Per- 
sons were about to withdraw Their sensible presence 
from me, and I earnestly begged of them to bless 
me. I had no sooner finished my prayer, than the 
Eternal Pather gave me to understand that the 
blessing that He gave was that I should never lose 
the sense of His presence. The adorable Person 
of the Son made me see that, as^He had chosen me 
to be the victim of His Sacred Heart, the blessing 
that He gave was, to open the treasures that It 
contains, and to have the right of disposing of them 
according to His good pleasure. Finally, the 
blessing that I received from the Holy Spirit was, 
that I should make continual progress in His love, 
and that grace should never be void in me. After 
this, the vision disappeared, and coming to jnyself, 
J felt like a new creature^ and knew not how to 
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ftokDowMge worthily the gift of God. For seve- 
ral days I felt the impresBions of this grace, and 
was, as it wfre> in an interior ravishniout, which 
left me nothing to desiro. This abundant blessing 
has been renewed in me several times, but more 
purely than the first tiiue, wholly in the intensity 
of the soul|^ and the exterior senses completely 
excluded."* 

In an immortal page, St. Teresa has told us of 
the eiFecta produced in a soul by iliia mystical 
marriage. The first is a forgetl'uluess of herself, so 
that she truly seems no lonj^^er to exiat ; for she is 
affected in such a way, that she neither knows her- 
self, nor remeiiibers that tljere is either heaven, or 
life, or honour .destined for her, being entirely en- 
gaged in seeking the glory of God, and hence it 
seems that the words spoken by our Lord have 
effected the work, viz., that she should mind His 
affairs, and that He would take care of hers. 

The second effect of this life in Jesus Christ ia 
a great desire to suffer; but there is no excite- 
ment nor uneasiness in this desire. What is 
more astonishing still, is that these souls are so 
inflaaied with desire to servo God, of honouring 
His name, and of benefiting some soul, that 
they not only do not desire to die, but they 
wish to live many years, and to endure great 
•ufferiugs, only too happy if they can thereby 

* AcQOunt of ConBoience. 
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procure for the divine Master some of the praise 
that is due to Him.* 

It would be easy to prove that these effects were 
produced iu the soul of Anne Madeleine, and to 
infer from them of the reality of the heavenly 
communications. Our Lord moreover granted 
her ardent prayer to suffer for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls. He made her feel with 
fresh force the weight of the divine wrath against 
the sinners in whose place she stood in her charac- 
ter of victim* He gave her from time to time a 
view of the crimes of others that she had to expi- 
ate ; and He made known to her the interior state 
of souls for whom it was her mission to pray. 
The irreparable loss of souls overwhelmed her. 
The thought of the glory of which they deprived 
G-od by their damnation touched her still more 
deeply, as we see in the following pages of her 
Account of Conecience. "However severe my 
Divine Master is to me," she wrote, " I neverthe- 
less can never cease to trust Him always. It 
suffices to me to know that He is infinitely amiable 
to make me strive my utmost to love Him ; it is 
He that I seek, and not His rewards. Oh, no ; I 
do not fear His chastisements ; what I fear is to 
displease Him. I suffer willingly, because my 
Saviour wishes it, and with all my heart I sacriSce 
my personal satisfaction to the accomplishment of 
His Divine WilL . • • . There is no other 
* The Interior Castle, leTenth mansion, o. 3. 
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Wiiy, my reyerend fatiier, of supportiDg the justice 
of God, which is exercised upon me. The weight 
of His indignation is ev^r crushing me more and 
morOy and I can neither measure its effects nor its 
consequences. I am overwhelmed with the most 
intense grief, and I know not whether this proceeds 
from the horror of eyil or from the desire of good. 
All that I know is, that my torments resemble 
those of the damned: hell indeed is filled with 
their impotent desires. • , , . The sufferings 
of the body are nothing compared to those of a 
soul who feels herself in absolute desolation* In 
this state, the knowledge of what God is for Him- 
self, and of what He is or has been for me, only 
serves to increase the bitterness of my grief, and to 
render me incapable of aught save the most pain- 
ful suffering. Not even do I feel, reverend father, 
that content and joy which made me look upon a 
suffering state as the most worthy of the ambition 
of a creature ; there is nothing in the past, 
present, or future, that does not pain me, but still 
these sufferings do not trouble me, nor do they 
apparently make me lose the tranquillity and sub- 
mission that the soul preserves amidst all her 
agitations. 

" The body, I must own, reverend father, falters 
at each step, under the pressure of the sharp pains 
that it has to bear. Eor some time paBt, God has 
added to these an impression of the pain that sin 
occasioned to Jesus Christ. Oh! how true it is 
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that tbe malice of sin is not known* G^od works n 
miracle when Ho enables a soul to bear this know<y 
ledge. I unceasingly implore Him to impart tke 
knowledge that He has given me to the miuiy soulf 
who offend Him so recklessly* .... I have 
been shown^ dear father, an increase of suffering, in 
comparison with which all that I have suffered till 
now seems nothing. I was also made to feel it. P<^ 
some dayei I have been in the most excessive pain 
and continual agony, owing to the vision that God 
has given me of His justice offended by the sins of 
men. It is Ilis will that I should detest these sins* 
In the continual abandonment to which she is 
reduced, my soul can only reiterate these words : 
' My Godi mt^ Gody wTiy hast Thou abandoned me T 
. • , • Eever, cough, spitting of blood, oppres- 
sions, pain in the side> and the other sufferings of 
the body are nothing compared to the sufferings 
of the soul. Everything is filled with bitterness ; 
but how blessed it would be to breathe the last sigh 
under this painful operation T* . . . . " I do 
nothing but suffer," wrote she again at another 
timo ; " the body and soul seem loaded, before God 
and before men, with the iniquities of many.*' 

She said again : *^ I had entreated our mother to 
allow me to satisfy the [ardent desire I feel to 
revenge upon myself the insults that are offered to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus upon our altars ; but as 
she opposed my wishes, I asked God to grant me 
Himself that which men refused. Since then, I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



v&E cno88. 109 

kave bad continual fluftriog, either in lody or in 
nind ; and I have no doubt that Ood permitted 
tiiiB opposition on the part of mj superior in nrdef 
that He mi^ht bo liimself my executioner. . • • 
I sometimes pass the three hours of the night in 
mortal a^jony, which is harder to b(*ar than death. 
My abandonment is so great, that I can find 
nowhere the least vestige of consolation. Neither 
indeed do I wish for consolation, for my soul begins 
to accustom itself to the serorest privations, almost 
without perceiving it. All that I can do is to 
suffer, and to suffer in every way without being 
able to extract the least consolation from my suf- 
ferings. I do not even desire this consolation from 
my God ; is it not the height of desolation, father, 
not to wish that God should return when He has 
abandoned one ?" " Last night, in my most cruel 
Bufferings," wrote she to her mother, " instead of 
calling God ffood^ I was tempted to cMWimnnjust. 
And it seems to me that, instead of being horrified 
at these sentiments su ingested by the spirit of dark- 
ness, I consent to them much more willingly than I 
acquiesced in good feelings when they were given 
me. It seems certain to me that God has willed 
iny loss from all eternity, and that my name is 
effaced from the book of life. Everything seems to 

prove it to me Tire Lord continues to 

make me feel the severity of His justice by every^ 
tiling that is hardest and most bitter to the sensesw 
, • • . The nearness of Ae sacred mysteries 
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makes no hnpression on me. li; seems to me tliat 
all that might be good in my aetions is spoilt and 
lost, owing to mj aversion to God, and to the 
doubts about faith that are suggested by the enemy ; 
and these feelings seem to have beeame an intrinsic 
part of my very nature." 

To her director she said again : " My interior 
agonies are so contrary to nature and to tbe 
senses, that it seems to me there is no deatb or 
torment that would not be preferable to a quarter 
of an hour in this state. I earnestly long to go 
out of my flesh, in order to be united at length to 
my God : this longing is so painful, that it would 
occasion death did not God powerfully uphold 
me." 

She describes thus the excess of he? desolation : 
** Obedience," said she, " having permitted me to 
follow the impulse of grace, by passing the night in 
prayer, the infinite mercy of my God was pleased 
to operate great things in me. I found myself all 
at once in an interior abandonment that cannot 
be expressed. But the more, however, that the 
powers of my soul were plunged in bitterness, so 
much the more did it cleave'to God in its depths."* 

Bound in spirit to the altar of sacrifice, thus did 
SoBur Anne Madeleine share in the sufferings, and 
in the last agony of her Master. But this is not 
all; for amidst her martyrdom, adoration and 
praise must also find voice. For this end the Holy 
* Aooount of ConBoience. 
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Spirit disposes her soul. Whilst on the surface it 
is given over to suffering and desolation, in its 
depths it is closely united to Him, and, orerfio wing 
with light and spiritual joj, it produces acts con- 
formable to those that Jesus offered to His Father 
on the Cross, as foretold by David in the two 
psalms that we have analysed above. The follow- 
ing lines in her Account of Conscience set forth in 
a striking manner her likeness to her divine 
Master in this respect. 

** In the middle of the night a great change took 
place in me. It seemed to me that I was presented 
before the throne of the Three Persons of the 
adorable Trinity, and that our divine Jesus invited 
me to repose on His breast, discovering to me its 
hidden mysteries in an admirable manner; then, 
presenting me to His Father, He said: 'Holy 
Father, bless this victim that I have chosen for- 
Myself, and since she participates in My sufferings, 
let her share also in My glory !' At the same 
moment I found myself surrounded, and, as it were, 
penetrated with this glory. • . . ." 

" On the eve of the day on which I was to go 
into retreat," wrote she in 1724, "it seemed to me, 
during the evening prayer, that God opened to mo 
His bosom, inviting me to enter therein, in order 
to receive all in Him, so that in losing myself, I 
might be more fitted to receive all in Him. I saw 
myself then like to dirty water that is thrown into 
the sea, and that a moment afterwards cannot be 
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distingaislied firom tlie sea itseir« Hanng tlms 
become, as it vr&te, one thing witt my God, but this 
in a much more simple and an infinitely purer 
manner than any that I hare experienced until 
now, 1 was, as it were, filled with the knowledge of 
God in His own knowledge. I saw Him as a Being 
infinitely perfect, solely occupied with Himself and 
His adorable perfections, finding in Himself the 
sole source of His felicity, and unable to receive 
any perfect homage from His creature save only 
that which He renders to Himself in her. This 
homage appeared to be formed in me in a manner 
worthy of Him, and without my having contributed 
to it in the least degree. Do not ask me, father^ 
what took place ; it was neither light, nor taste, nor 
a suffering, nor a full joy ; but God Himself, such 
as H'e is, and in so far as He can be received in a 
vile creature.*** 

The reader can here form a complete idea of 
SoBur Anne Madeleine. "We may apx^ly to tWs 
beautiful soul what St. Denys the Areopagite said 
of his master, Hieroth^e : it was given to her to 
appreciate divine things, not only by understand- 
ing, but also by feeling them, and it was by this 
likeness to Jesus that she was consummated in the 
mystical union -t We may also, in the language of 
St. John Chrysostom, designate her as a crucified 
virgin, detached from the things of earth, and 

• Aooonnt of Ck>iii9eieiioe^ f De Nam. Dia^ o. Hi 
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looking upward to heayen.* Finallji we may tmk 
her among those apostolic Tirgins, followers of the 
virginal associate of the dinne sacrificOi whose 
prayers and austerities have no other end in view 
than the accomplishment of the desires of the 
Heart of Jesus Christ. 

* Etpotii. in FiaL sUt. 
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CHAPTEI^ V. 
The Sacred Heart. 

" Et effandam Bnper domam David, et snper habitoret 
Jemsalem, spiriinm gratiao et preoam) et aspioient ad me 
qnem oonfizeruBt. — ^And I will pour ont upon the honse of 
Dayid, and upon the inhabitants of Jernsalem, the spirit of 
grace and of prayers : and they shall look npon Me whom 
they have pieroed."— Zoc^. xiL 10. : 

When JeBUB bad expired, from His side, opened 
by tbe lance, came forth the Church with the 
blood and water of the Bedemption.* 

The opened side, the pierced heart of her royal 
Spouse was the cradle of the Church, that glorious 
and spotless Bride of Christ asleep npon the 
Cross.t Could she ever forget so noble an origin? 
Could she ever cease for one single instant to 
contemplate, to love, to kiss the bleeding wound 
that gave her exit? Ah, no! she has it ever 
before her eyes, and the sight of this wounded 
Heart makes even her exile sweet. The remem- 
brance of the pierced side of Jesus transports the 
martyrs and iuflames the virgins ; it inspires the 
doctors; it inebriates souls who, like St. John, 
lean npon the divine breast in the feast of the 

• Joan. xiz. 84. t Ephes. ▼. 27. 
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Eucharist.* Sueb wat tbe dftwn of the . beiiatifal 
devotioii, whose eyezviacreMing growth we now 
witness* G-oing back, to the middle age«^ we them 
soon meet with iaterior seals who, gasing in spirit 
on the opened! Heart of Jesus, foimd in It the 
perfection of loyei,t &i^d leaning upon the verf 
breast of Christ, drew thence their life of grac^, 
and taated thedirine nature that makes virtue 
8weet.$ In the cloister^ especially, devotion to 
the Sacred Heart found voice ip accents of love 
and praise. In her holy home, Q-ertrude sang this 
beautiful hymn : *' Joy and praise be to Thee, 
Jesus, for Thy divine Heart, that love haa pierced- 
for me even in death I Joy and praise be to Thee 
in this moat loving Heart, which was opened to me 
by the lance, in order that n^y heart might enter 
and repose therein! Joy, and praise be to Thee in 
this most sweet Heart, my sole refuge in my exile; 
this Heart so fuU of tender solicitude for me, so 
athirst in Its love for me, that It wiU never rest 
until It has received me into Itself for a)! eter- 
nity !*'! These s(^« are but^the prelude to other 
praises ; but yet, nevertheless, even in the time of 

* See Enseb, Bp. Meurtyr^ iMgdunem,; Tertoll. de BaipHsm.^ 
o. 16, et da AiMmckt o, 43.; Ojpr. de ^onte Sinai et 8ion; 
Ambros. ia Ps. xIt. et in Ps. ozTiii., Serm, 1 and 3 ; de 8pir. 
Sand., lib. II. o. 5 ; Cliryfl. Horn, in omnih. Martyr, ; Angf. 
Tract, exx. in Joan., etc., eto. See also TAbbd Bongand, Ris* 
ioire de la B» Mwf^uerite MwriSy o. 7. 

t Cathar. Sennn. Dialog!, xzvi., 

t Cathar. Senen. Dialog, xcvi. 

§ S. Gertrude, £xero. vi., trans, by Dom On6ianger, 
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the great Benedictine Abbess, we cannot saj that 
the Heart of our Lord was honoured with a 
special worship, whose doctrinal expression and 
liturgical form were consecrated bj the Church* 
This grace was reserved for the latter times. In 
the design of Providence it was to be granted to 
1M when charitj would seem to be extinguished, 
so that souls might be inflamed from the very 
Fount of Love ; when the perils of the Church 
should have become imminent; so that, when 
standing at bay as it were, and surrounded by her 
enemies, the Church might take refuge in the 
Tery Heart from whence she came ; when, in fine, 
social apostasy should be on the point of consum- 
mation, in order that a reparation that should be 
truly worthy, and consistent with this great crime 
of Christian peoples, should be offered to the 
Heart of Jesus Christ, and through this immo* 
lated Heart to the Majesty of Otoi. These times 
are now arrived ; and to-day, through the impulse 
of the Spirit from whom grace flows, and through 
whom we pray, the nations lift their eyes to the 
Heart that they have pierced by their offences.* 

Blessed Margaret Mary, the apostle of the 
Sacred Heart, in the admirable vision that she 
had on the Feast of the Yisitation, in the year 
1688, prophesied through what instruments God 
would extend throughout the entire world the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. 
• Zaoh. xii. 10. 
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^I was sliewo/' said she, '^an derated, spa* 
doas, and most beautiful place, in tke centre of 
which was a throne of flames, in which was the 
sweet Heart of Jesus, from whose wound pro* 
eeeded such ardent and brilliant rays that the 
whole place was illumined and warmed therebj. 
On one side was the Blessed Virgin, on the other 
oar Father St. Francis, with the holy Father de la 
Colombi^re ; the daughters of the Visitation also 
were there, with their guardian angels by their 
«de, each of whom held in his hand a heart. The 
Blessed Virgin invited us by these maternal 
words : * Come, my beloved daughters, draw nigh, 
for I wish to make you the guardians of this pre^ 
elous treasure that was formed by the diviae Sun 
of Justice in the virginal earth of my heart, 
wherein He lay hid for nine months : afterwards 
He manifested Himself to men who, knowing Him 
not, despised Him, because they beheld Him min- 
gled with and covered with their earth, in which 
the Eternal Father had thrown all the filth and 
corruption of their sins : these sins He expiated 
for thirty- three years in the fire of His charity ; 
but seeing that men, far from enriching them- 
selves, and appreciating so precious a treasure 
according to the ends for which it was given to 
them, have endeavoured, on the contrary, to anni- 
hilate and exterminate it from the face of the 
earth, the Eternal Father, by an excess of mercy, 
has made even their malice conduce to enrich 
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tbem still ttoire tritli this {yreciotts gold ; and By 
tfae lulows tiitij gave Him in His Famion, He hM 
iflflde of It priceliBss mom^, stamped with His 
Bitinity, in ordefr that irith ft they may pay thevr 
debts, and negotiate the gt^at business of their 
eternal salration.' 

^This Qaeen of Goodness, continning to ad-* 
dress the daughters of the Visitation, said, show- 
ing them this divine Heart : ' Behold this divine 
Treasure, which is particularly manifest-ed to yoe 
by the tender love that my Son has for your 
institute, which He looks upon and loves to His 
dear Benjamin, whom He wishes therefore to 
benefit above all the others. The members of 
this institute must not only enrich themselves 
with this inexhaustible Treasure ; they mast also, 
as far as they can, abundantly distribute this 
precious money, and endeavour to enrich all the 
world without fear of its failing them, for the 
more they take from it the more will they jet 
find to take/ 

" Turning then to the good Pere de la Colom- 
biere, this Mother of goodness said to him : * You 
also, faithful servant of my divine Son, you have a 
great part in this divine treasure; for if it is given 
to the daughters of the Tisitation to make it 
known and loved, and to distribute it to others, 
it is reserved for the fathers of the Society to 
make known its usefulness and priceless value, in 
order that souls may profit by it| and may receive 
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it witli the rtfpeel and gratitude daa to so grtaft 
a benefit. la prdportioo at thej please Him in 
iUaiiiamieri this divine Hewt, the fruitful soofoe 
of blessings and graces, will i>oor them forth so 
abundantly on the fimotions of their ministrj, 
that they will produce fruits beyond their efforts 
and hopes, and will assure the sal? ation and per- 
fection of each one of them in particular/ "* 

The design of Frpyidence is in part explained to 
hb in this oaarvellous vision. First, it is seen that 
she who had assisted at the opening of the Heart 
of Jesus on Calvary, receives the mission of mani* 
festing this divine Heart to souls. Next we learn 
that two great religious orders are chosen to be the 
principal instrumisnUi for the propsgation of the 
new devotion. 

Scarcely has the grave closed over Blessed 
Margaret Mary ere the work commences. Souls 
hasten to consecrate themselves to the Sacred 
Heart, and to. gain others to it. Altars and con« 
fraternities arise on all sides in its honour. Popes 
Innocent XIL, Olement XL, and Benedict ZIII. 
enrich these latter with great privileges and pre- 
cious indulgences. The Feast of the Sacred 
Heart began also to be kept on the df^y set apart 
by our Lord, the Friday after the octave of the 
blessed Sacrament. After twenty years of pious 
efforts the worship of the Heart of Jesus had 

• Letter of Blessed Margaret Mary to M^re de Sanmaiae, 
Jnly, 1688. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



120 AHITE MADKT.imni BS BSHUSAT. 

Spread £rom monastery to monastery, from con^ 
fraternity to confraternity, and penetrating even 
into the most remote parts, had circulated 
throughout France.* 

' But other marvels were hidden in the designs 
of Providence. The end of the devotion to the 
Sacred Heart was not only the renewal of indi^ 
vidual souls ; it was intended also to bring back 
the nations to Christ. This is why we see in it 
two characteristic forms: a moral form, which 
concerns individuals, and a social form which has 
reference to the life of Catholic nation8.t 

This last assertion is easily proved. Afber our 
Lord had discovered to Blessed Margaret Mary 
the riches that His Heart destined for souls, He 
honoured her with a final and important commur 
nication, which took place on the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart in 1689, and was the climax of the 
great revelations which the virgin of Faray was 
commissioned to reveal to the world. 

In an admirable vision, the Heart of Jesus 
shewed itself to the blessed one as the powerful 
protector of France, to avert the just anger of 
God, and the abundant and inexhaustible source 
of grace and mercy. He taught her that He 

• See the B. P. Daniel, S.J., HUt de la B, Margti/eriU 
MoHe, o. 29. 

t See tbe B. P. Bonz., S.J., The social end of the devotion 
to the Sacred Hearts Sermon at Bmssels in favour of the 
work of the Sanotnary of the Saored Heart, 20th April, 1876, 
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wiehed to enter with pomp and magnificence into 
tbe hoTUBes of kingi and princes, that He might 
be there hononred as much as He had been out* 
raged, despised, and humiliated iji His Passion i 
and that He might receive as much pleasure in 
seeing them bowed down and humbled before 
Him, as He felt bitterness when He beheld Him« 
self trodden under their feet. Our Lord then 
ordered His faithful servant to tell the eldest son 
of His Sacred Heart, that is to saj, the King of 
Prance, that Ho wished the representation of His 
Heart to be painted on the standards, and en^ 
grayed on the arms of the nation; and that an 
edifice was to be erected which should contain the 
image of this Sacred Heart, to receive the consor 
oration and the homage of the sovereign and his 
court. At this price our Lord promised to become 
the powerful protector of the country, and that 
He would make the king victorious and trium^r 
phant over his own enemies and those of the Holy 
Church. Almost in these words Blessed Margaret 
Mary intimated to her country the wishes of the 
divine Master, in three admirable letters that she 
addressed to M^re de Saumaise, one of the most 
zealous souls in the Order of the Visitation.* 

Let us set forth the naiure, the meaning, and 
the bearing of this revelation. Numerous proofs, 

• They are dated the 25tli February, the 17th June, and in 
the month of Augrust, 1689, and are printed in the aeoo;^| 
volume ti the works of the blessed o^ie. 
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Ihkit it tin mm^eeUBkrf to bring forward «tn6e 'tl» 
befttiflcafion of BtoMed lljii^ret Mity, alte# 
tti to rank the tirgin of Paray le MonM amofigal 
those YirgiBs who hate prophesiedi and who hate 
been met with in the CHmroh from the begi&iiiif g.^ 
The reveMtion which she ieceiredi and whidi the 
tomsmitted to ui through the intenriedlTim of 
Mire de Samnaise, bears about it all the marks of 
oertainty, and can therefore be looked upion at a 
prirate dithie retelation. These kind of ntela^ 
tions, as is known, form no part of the deposit 6f 
the fkith, and are not to be belieted by a divine dr 
Oatholic act of faith. NeteH^eless, those to 
whom they are addressed foUl a praiseworthy act, 
and eten sometimes a daty, in receiriog them 
with simple human faith; and in obeying their 
mandates when they bear about them suffioie&t 
marks for belief. Such is, properly speakingi 
the revelation that we are considering ; it is 
the expression of a desire of the Heart of Jestie 
Ohrist : an invitation of this loving Heart to the 
Sovereign of Fratice, and even indirectly to the 
whole of France. Had the great king btit heark* 
ened to this roice from on high, he would un* 
doubtedly hare prepared a much happier fote for 
the IVench nation thai^subsequently befel her. 

What is, in fact, the meaning of these words that 
fell from the lips of Christ ? The Heart of Jesue 

• Act. xzi. 9, 
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irfib io bccbme the 'powerful protoetot af Franee, 
and that the image of thia Heart ahovld adorn the 
ftandards and the arms of the eldest daughter of 
the Ohoreh, in order that hei^ arms maj be rieto^ 
rious OTCtr'tiie enemiee of Hii name. This dirine 
Heart demand that a sanctuary be raised to itf 
as a miKterial sign of the consecration of the 
countrj ; aad by this the divine Master gires tb 
the derotion of which His Heart is the object, in 
addition to its moral form which concerns the life 
of souls, a social form which has reference to the 
life^f the French nation. He gires the people 
who are so dtor to Him a new, admirable, and 
itepernatural meaiis of i^rmounting the natural^ 
ism which is the great wound of modem times. 
He gives them a new power, whereby th'ey may 
rcfiume their providential mission, the defence of 
the cause of Gtoi in the world. The strict dtity of 
every human society, and especially of France, is 
to acknowledge the royalty of Christ, and of the 
Church, to whom all the nations were given as an 
inheritance. This sacred royalty is already pub* 
licly ignored by virtue of the treaty of Westphalia; 
social apostasy is near its consummation, and a 
divorce about to be declared between the Church 
and the state, between the supernatural order and 
the temporal order. This then is the opportune 
time God has chosen wherein to offer to France, 
in the devotion to the Sacred Heart, a new instru- 
ment of salvation and of victory. Let us conse^ 
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quently distiiigaish between daty and this new, 
extraordin&iyy and saperogatory means wherebj 
to fulfil it faithfully and gloriously. The strict 
duty of Fjrance was to remain Christian as a 
cation ; she is bound to remember her baptism, 
to return to Christ, and to resume her mission of 
protector of the Church. The means that her 
children are at liberty to adopt are the moral and 
social dcTotion of the nation, and of individual 
souls, to the Sacred Heart This devotion, that 
was sent down to France from heaven, was com- 
municated to her by a virgin in a marvellous man- 
ner. Many instances of the same kind, showing 
the special protection of Providence, are recorded 
in the pages of the history of the Franks. If this 
last and most supernatural aid is accepted, it 
would seem, according to the promises of Christ, 
that the eldest daughter of the Church will be 
victorious at once over her own enemies, and over 
those of the Church ; they are indeed one and the 
same. In other words, it seems probable that the 
French nation, remembering the baptismal font of 
Rheims, will resume her providential and historic 
cal mission, that of the protector of the Catholio 
faith throughout the entire world. 

But, inebriated with prosperity, the King of 
France took no notice of the virgin of Paray, nor 
of the message of the divine Heart, if, as was most 
likely, it ever reached him. Is then the word of 
Christ to be in vain P Hearken to what G^od says 
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in Seriptnre : ^ As the rain and mow coma down 
from lieaTen, and return no more thidier, bat water 
tiie eartli to make it frnitfal, to My word which 
goeth forth from My month shall not return te Me 
Toid| but shall do whatsooTer I pletee, and shall 
prosper in the things for which I sent it."* Thus 
shall it be with the word of Jesus< Slighted by 
the great ones^ it is treasured by the humble of 
heart. Transmitted from soul to soul^ it works 
slowly but surely; and now, after the lapse of 
nearly two centuries^ it is loudly re-echoed in this 
most opportune moment. For since the proclama- 
tion of the false principles of 1789, the official 
state of modem nations is a state of social roTolt 
against Christ and against the Church. The 
dime King of the nations is ignored by the public 
powers, and driren out from the midst of society. 
Just as in the time of the Passion, the authorities 
of the earth humiliated and condemned Jesus, so 
there are goyemments now who humiliate and 
eyen condemn Him in the persons of His repre- 
sentatives. How wisely has Proyidence ordained 
that the inyitation of Jesus should be heard by the 
souls of our times, in order that from the midst of 
the pious multitudes, a protestation of fidelity and 
a cry of reparation should rise up to the offended 
Heart of Christ, to protest against the social 
apostasy, and the crimes of divine high treason 
with which the whole earth is soiled. This is the 

• laa, Ir. 10 and 11. 
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aKplaiuittoii. ol the. public prayevB, of tW pilgrm- 
ages ta Pai»y4e-MonMl^ of the confleeration of 
to was and pronnces ta th&Heavt of Ohrut, and 
of the building of laactoaries in Its faoaoar, wluciL 
we new witnet^ It is the oemmeneement' of the 
lealizatioa of the prophecy of Maigarefe Maif , 
when Bbe. exolaimed: '*It will reign, tfaia h»fing 
Heart, in spite of Satan and his emissaries."* • It 
is the prelnde to. the restoration of the social 
reign of Jesus Ohrist. The souls of the people, 
prostrated at the feet of the King, «e making 
reparation to Him for their iufidelitj, aad. in the 
blood of an immolated Heart they are consoli- 
dating a new alliance with Him ! 

In proportion as the result > is great, so ]is it 
interesting to study the divine ways that lead up 
to itq among these Anna MadeLeuie occupies.an 
important place. In order- to show all that^Jk 
nation has a right to expect fronir His Heart, 
Christ looked with an especial love* upon a tAwn 
that waa to be the central organ tax the pN« 
pagation of. the new doTotion, and- that was 
about to consecrate itself to this adorabl0 Heact, 
giwing thus an example to the, rest of Eranee, 
and even, to the whole world. Macseill^a wfs 
this cboaeu to^^n^ In it omce dwelt her who 
bad loFod Jesus much,t.ai>4 who had stood by 
the Crosa when thi^. Heiurt of the Sayionc wai 

• Leitorof 17tii Jano,10Pe, dtodabowv. 
tLiio.Tii.47. tJotau^tx.Vk 
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opened by the UDee.t H^re alio ha whom Jmn»M 
loTecl^ held his «ee» whenoe he difpenaed th» 
doetwie of divine ohArjty.t It wae then ia thi« 
tn^ii of Magdalen and of LaisaruB, that Jesus now 
ohose.for Himself two instruments^ the one» who 
should work openly in the face of the world, who 
feas the Bishop; the pther and hidden instrument^ 
the humble Yisitandine whose life we write. The 
bidikop. will earry out the orders of Heayen. the 
Yisitandine will transmit to him the inspirations 
she. receives from on high. This will be the im* 
iQiOrtal glory of SoBur Anne Madeleine de E^musat. 

In order to mark the connection between her 
mUsion. and that of the virgin of Puray, and to 
show that she was to be the successor of this 
aealous apostle of the interests of His Heart, 
Christ revealed His designs to her on the 17th 
Octpberi ITIS, which was the twenty-third anni- 
verfwy of the death, of Margaret, M^^y^ On that; 
day* as she.a^rms in one of her letters, S^ mad^ 
knMm to her^ in a particular and eoftraofrdinary wqy^ 
Si$ de9ign$ «po» h^ conoeming ih^ glory of Ei$ 
ndifrable HearUX This letter to her new directos^ 
Fire Qirard, is dated the 14th October, 1721, and 
was therefore written before the oonsecration of the 
a Joan. zi«.3, 5, 85, 

4* The Boman mfti^dlogy favouva the tradition of Mav* 
•lilies ooneeniblff the episoopapy of St. Laa^iia. It ia filsp 
implicitly faTOured by the BoUandista on the 22nd July, 

X Letter of S€Bur Anne Madeleine, qnoted in her life, o. 6. 
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town of Marseilles to the Saored Heart. AltboQgH 
she does not farther explain herself, it seems to us 
evident that she is here allading to the great event 
in which she took snch an important and supei^ 
natural part, and which more than others contri* 
buted to the glorj of the divine Heart* Thus the 
beloved virgin of Jesus, the second Margaret 
Mary, knew beforehand, as Monseigneur de 
Belzunce affirms, in one of his letters,* the magnifi* 
cent design of the Saviour, regarding the town of 
Marseilles, the first town that was consecrated to 
His loving Heart. Perhaps, indeed^ was it vouch- 
safed to her to behold in extatic vision, the yet 
grander design of which this was but the prepara- 
tion, the act of consecration of the fuihful of the 
entire Catholic universe, with their glorious Pontiff 
Pins IX, to the Heart of the Man-G^od. 

All the ways of God are sweet and admirable. 
In order that Anne Madeleine may be able to 
carry out her mission, it is necessary, first, that she 
should herself have been prepared for it; and next, 
that those to whom she is to transmit the mandates 
of Heaven, may be disposed to believe her. The 
interior preparation of the pious victim of Jesus 
was completed in the trials that we have recorded. 
The divine Master will soon shed a halo around 
her apostolic zeal and her other virtues, in order 
that her superiors and above all the Bishop of 

• Letter to Mere de Greard, to which we shall refer later on. 
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Marseilles, may acknowledge ber to be tbe mes* 
seuger of the word of the Saered Heart. 

The iDfluence of Soeor Anne Madeleine orer Iter 
companions had become most considerable towardij 
the end of her novitiate, and thenceforward th« 
pions Yisitandine seemed to be invested with A 
real mission towards soqIs. It was an ever- 
increasing inflaence ; all were attracted by the 
fragrance of her virtues, she won hearts to G-od by 
a heavenly charm. 

Becognizing in the soul of her spiritual dangh* 

ter the action of the Holy Spirit, M^re Nogaret' 

now gave the entry of the monastery parlotor to 

anch of the devout who might wish to conversis 

with ScBur Anne Madeleine, in order to learn from 

ber how to love the Heart of Jesus. Although' 

she would have preferred to remain at the foot of 

the tabernacle, hidden in the obscurity of thop 

cloister, the ardent apostle of the Sacred Heart 

listened to the voice of obisdience, which called her 

to work in the garden of her Spouse.* A great 

number availed themselves of this advantage to> 

their souls ; and to all who heard her, Anne 

Madeleine- communicated the new devotion. It> 

had been established in the first monastery of the 

Visitation since the year 1695, when it was firsts- 

brought there, five years after the death of 

Blessed Margaret Mary, under the superiorship of 

M^re Louise Doroth^e de^ Capelr who was an 

• See Cant. v. 1. 
9 D a 
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ardent aposfcle of the Sacred Heart. In tbat year 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart was first kept on 
the day appointed by the divine Master, the first 
Friday after the octave of the Blessed Sacrament ; 
and Mass in its honour was celebrated by M de 
Forester, the proyost of the cathedral. From that 
time, devotion to . the Sacred Heart had gone on 
increasing in the monastery under the government 
of the superiors who succeeded M^re de Cape), 
especially M^res Gravier and Nogaret; but to 
SoBur Anne Madeleine was reserved the honour of 
giving it a precise form, and its due amount of 
glory : she also was the means of spreading it 
abroad. 

. To this end she exercised her influence, not only 
in her discourses, but likewise in her correspon* 
dence, which became very large. No trace can be 
discovered of some of her letters, which were 
collected by the first mothers of the Visitation, but 
we hope that the others will be found in time. 
Meanwhile, the only idea we can form of them is 
from the testimony of Monseigneur de Belzunce. 
According to him, Madeleine wrote well and with 
ease, and her style was full of unction. She ex* 
pressed herself intelligibly on the highest subjects, 
and the Spirit of GK)d was manifest in all her 
writings. By means of this vast correspondency 
ifhe kept up a close intimacy with a considerable 
xuimber of eminent souls, both in the Order of 
the Visitation and elsewhere. All these beautifoL 
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floulfl communicated one to the otber their ardent 
longings for the glory of the Sacred Heart, and 
their noble efforts to extend devotion to Ifc.* 

Monseigneur de Belzance in particular professed 
the 'greatest veneration for his beloved spiritual 
daughter. He has left us a portrait of her, which 
we will endeavour to retrace in these pages* His 
esteem for her shone forth especially on one occa- 
sion, when our Lord showed that He had made 
her the medium between Himself and souls that 
were consecrated to His service. The Prince of 
Shepherds constituted the humble Visitandine His 
messenger to one of the chief shepherds of His 
flock ; and the message was a message of peacOf 
which greatly contributed to the perfection of his 
soul, and rendered him worthy to consecrate his 
diocese to the Heart of his God. 

Notwithstanding his lively faith and deep piety, 
the great Bishop of Marseilles did not celebrate 
Mass daily at that time. The reason for this 
abstention was not known. Soeur Anne Madeleine 
was ignorant of the fact, but our Lord revealed it 
to her, and enjoined her to tell the pious bishop 
that His Heart was grieved thereby. It is easy to 
imagine what it must have cost the poor sister to 
execute such an order, but her will was in G-od,- 
and accustomed to set aside her own feelings in 
everything, she resolved to obey at once. 

* liotter from MonseigneTir de Belznnoe to M5re de Greard, 
Vie, eto., c. 6. 
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Some iajn aftennurcby MonieigDear de Belzance- 
Hnk^d for W in the pariour. Slie came, and pros- 
trating b^ra^lf at bk feet, she hamblj repeated to 
l)im the WOTds of our Lord. The yenerable prelate 
listened to her m astonishment, then, wishing to 
pat h^ hamility to the test, and to still farther. 
embelUsh her sacrifice, he assumed a seTere aspect, 
amd pretended to be surprised that she should dare 
to lecture he? bishop, prompted probably bj her 
own imagination. The sister listened in silence, 
and humiliated herself at the feet q^ he? father. 
The Bishop went away, resolved to obey the 
wishes of heav^i ; Ae next day and the following 
days he oelebrated the Holy Sacrifice. Our Lord 
ddayed not to make this known to His faithful 
8|>ouse, ^mmi^sioning heir to tell the Bishop that 
His Heart was now consoled and satisfied. This 
firesh order wta received by the angelic nun as the 
former one had been received by her ; without any 
r^^ard for her own pain or humiliation. Soon 
Iu>noured by another visit from the pious bishop, 
she told him that he had consoled the divine 
Heart. The beautif i:|l soul of the bishop was filled 
with the purest joy at this news. It prepared him 
to receive through the same channel a far more 
iopiportant conununication. 

Meanwhile a freth way of exercising her apos- 
tolic zeal awaitod Awo Madeleine. For soma 
time M&re Nogaret had thought of entru0ting h«r 
with the direction of the school, but she had be^^ 
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deterred by tlie state of health of the poof nint^t, 
and also by the littlo harmony that the new em- 
ployment would hate with the interioir life of 
the sister* Bat her heftitatioti Was at length van- 
qnished by the entreaties of several of the most 
distinguished inhabitants Of the town, who were 
anxious that the education of their daughtoHi 
should be placed under the direction of the sister. 
This charge was therefore laid upon Anne Made- 
leine. She accepted it through obedience, and 
gave herself up to it unreservedly, hiding from 
the eyes of all the immense naturftl repugnance 
that she felt for her neiV duties^ 

Her enti^ into the School wfts hailed by the 
young pupils with inexpressible joy« The bright 
vivacious mind of their young mistress, and the 
charm of her conversation. Soon won their young 
affections, and they turned towards her aS tender 
flowers turn to the light. To her maternal heart 
they brought all their joys and sorrows ; they told 
her their interior trials, and of the sweet imprest 
sions of grace intheirsouls. Their hearts lay opeA 
before her, for she possessed in a Mgh degree the 
gift of discernment of spirits. Bhe eiilightened 
them in their doubts, pointing out tbe right path 
to them ; and prepared them to discern their voca- 
tion, helping them to overcome temptations and 
obstacles of all kinds, and to cotiragOotisly eerree<- 
pond with the calls of grace. 

To consolidate her worki she gave her pupils 
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eacli day a meditation full of life and nnction : and 
which was proportioned to their young minds. 
Once a year she gave them a retreat, and renewed 
their ferronr by her pious and solid exhortations. 
She did not omit either to well prepare her children 
for the reception of the Sacraments, and she made 
them give her an account of their pious practices 
and of their progress in yirtue. When they were 
discouraged, she lifted them up; she stimulated 
their zeal for study if they flagged ; when they 
were ill she watched by their bedside with the 
devotion of a mother. It was not surprising^ 
therefore, that after some months of this govern* 
ment, submission, silence, modesty, recollection, 
and a great ardour for study, reigned throughout 
the school. The clever mistress had satisfied the 
general expectation.* 

From this time forward her reputation for 
sanctity and her influence were considerably in* 
creased. A number of persons of distinction 
expressed a great desire to see her, in order that 
they might be inflamed by her with love for the 
Heart of whom she spoke as would an apostle. It 
was really a most astonishing movement, prompted 
by Providence* She however, though still so 
young, was far from attributing any merit to her- 
self. On the contrary, she looked to God alone, 
and in the ardour of her zeal she neglected no 
opportunity of gaining adorers for the Heart of 
• Fw, «to., 0. 8, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE BAOBBD VXJLKt. 185 

S'esus. Inspired by tbe dime Master, she con* 
eeiyed the project; of forming for Him a guard of 
honour, who should surround His tabernacle, and 
be to Him a rampart against the attacks of His 
enemies, otfering Htm their homage of loTe, praise, 
ftnd reparation. 

Monseigneur de Beteunce fully approTcd of the 
plan, and allowed her to draw up the rules of the 
pious association. M^re Nogaret seconded the 
project. Bome was applied to, and Pope Clement 
XI. issued a Bull, conceding great indulgences, 
which was dated the 30th August^ 1717. Finally, 
a little book containing the rules of the new con- 
fraternity, with a notice on the origin of the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, and on the motiyei 
and practices of this demotion, was printed at the 
instigation of SoBur de B^musat, with the approval 
of the bishop. It was dated 30th August, 1718.* 
As soon as the erection of this confraternity was 
proclaimed, the opposition that it had met with at 
first was forgotten, and multitudes came from all 
parts to be enrolled under the banner of the Sacred 
Heart* So great was the enthusiasm, that it 
became necessary to appoint some of the sisters 
to take down in the parlours of the monastery the 
zuimes of the many who desired to join. From 
that time also, the pious associates began to fre- 
quent with great assiduity the meetings which 
were held in the chapel of the '* Grandes Maries.'* 
• r«e, ©to., 0. 6, 
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BFery Friday, from fife in the morning until six in 
the ereniog, might they be seen following each 
other in sncoeMien to sarroand the Hearfc of the 
Di?ine King with ad(Mration and homage. Their 
princip^ occupation was to spread around them 
the knowledge and love of the Sacred Heart, and 
they edified the whole town by their zeal and piety. 
Thus did they erect at MarseilleB the strongOBt 
barrier against the Jansenism that was there rife. 
In fine, their number increased in a few years to 
nigh thirty thousand : it might indeed have been 
thought that the time had arrived in which dime 
Providence had decreed to open to the faithful 
the riches of the Heart of Jesus.* 

The seal of Soaar Anne Madeleine increased in 
proportion to the consolation she experienced at 
the sight of the complete success of her work. 
Marseilles no longer sufficed to her. She enrolled 
in her confraternity the populations of the towns 
and adjoining villages. Her iofiuence was also 
exercised aiar. Many indications seem to show 
that the pious lover of the Sacred Heart was in 
communication with Mdre Marie Agnds de Gj-r^ard, 
the superior of the first monastery of the Visitation 
at Bouen.f These two souls were worthy of each 
other, for great was the sympathy between them. 

* Cironlar of the first monasteiy of the Yisitation of Mar- 
seiUea, 4th July, 1728. 

■I* Vie, etc, a 6. The droamstanoe is ^ven indeed as a 
certainty, bat without adj formal proofs that it was so. 
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One day the diyine Master appeared to M&re do 
Or4ard, and showed her His Heart. This Heart 
opened Itself before her; she entered into It, and 
it was given to her to penetrate deeply into Its 
recesses. On recoverinig from this extas j, she was 
all inflamed, and she became one of the most zeal* 
ens apostles of the Sacred Heart in France.* Such 
was the probable friend, certainly the admirer of 
S(Bur Anne Madeleine. When, after the death of 
the latter, the Jansenists were attacking her 
memory, Mhre Marie Agn^s wrote to Monseigneur 
de Belzunce, and drew from him the admirable 
reply in which, praising Anne Madeleine, he ren« 
ders her the most beautiful homage that she could 
receive.t 

But to return to Soeur de E^mnsat. Thanks to 
her energy and influence, the new devotion was 
carried beyond seas. Owing to her, a confraternity 
of the Sacred Heart was established and flourished 
at Cairo. It reached even the capital of Islamism, 
imd some years later, Constantinople was endowed 

* Short notice on the yirtaes of the M Sre de Gr^ard, de* 
OMMed at Bonen in 1741 ; Cironlars of the first monastery of 
the Visitation of Bonen, of 25th Kovember, 1726, the 9th 
February, 1730, the 8rd February, 1731, 25th June, 1733, and 
14th April, 1735. These documents, important in the history 
of devotion to the Sacred Heart, were communicated to us by 
the Visitation of Bouen, to whom we here offer eur sincere 



f We do not know the text of the letter of Mdve de Or^ard. 
T^ mintite is not to be found either ia tb^ laoiuusterj of 
Bouen or in that of Marseilles. 
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witb a like confratemitj. la fiae, when her death 
came, she had, directly or indirectlj, incalcated 
the devotion to the Sacred Heart to sixtj thoa« 
sand soolSk 

Her activity was prodigionfl* She spread about 
everywhere writings in honour of the Sacred 
Heart, and she visited by letter those places where 
she could not in person] exercise her faithful 
apostolate. We will quote two passages of her 
correspondence, which throw an admirable light on 
the spirit proper to the new devotion. They are 
as follows : ^* I think," wrote she to an apostolic 
man to whom she sent her beloved little booki 
** that this book will help you, reverend father, to 
know how ardently the adorable Heart of Jesus 
longs to make for Himself a number of friends on 
whom He can depend, and who, by their love and 
fidelity, will make up to Him in some measure for 
the injuries that He receives, for the most part 
from hearts who ought to be devoted to Him. I 
shudder in thinking of them, and I could not bear 
the sight if our good Master did not make me 
hope that by means of this confraternity, which He 
Himself deigned to suggest to me, He will gain 
faithful adorers who will serve Him in spirit and 
in truth. Alas ! father, how small is the number! 
• • • • I see a multitude of souls who seem to 
be for God, yet who, most of them, grow slack in 
the services which they render Him, and thus 
obUge God to be reserved towards them. It seems 
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to me, reyerend father, that, as I hare often dared 
to fay, Ood would not be able, so to speak, to 
refuse Himself to a soul who would giro itself to 
Him without any reserre/* 

She wrote to a nun who had asked her, in the 
name of the Heart of Jesus, for some adrice for 
her soul : *' You will always be well receired, dear 
sister, when you present yourself under the aus* 
pices of the Heart of Jesus. Fnless you had done 
so, I should have been obliged to adhere to my 
resolution not to write any more letters. You 
will receire, along with the card of association, the 
little book which will instruct you in the obliga- 
tions of the associates. The first is to give their 
whole heart to that of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
order that they may atone, by their adoration and 
homage, for the indignities that He receives in the 
adorable Eucharist. The principal riew that I 
had in asking for the establishment of this associa- 
tion was to procure for the Sacred Heart of our 
good Master a number of souls who might atone 
to Him especially for the ingratitude that He finds 
in most of the hearts that are consecrated to Him, 
and to whose insults He is therefore more sensitire. 
It is then to the associates that He seems to say, 
as to the apostles : ' Will you also abandon Me P' 
or with Job : * You who are My friends haye pity 
on Me V He complains through His prophet that 
no one comes to console Him in His sorrow at being 
abandoned, and that no one condoles with Him. 
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Bat benc^nrard there will be found some who 
will listen te His complaints and will sjmpathizd 
with Him in His grief. I wish, dear sister, that I 
could explain my sentiments on the adrantages 
that I discern in this association. It vexes me not 
to be able to express myself so strongly as I could 
wish on a subject which is so immeasurably dea^ 
to me." 

These lines show us, among other things, how 
intensely griered was the victim of Jesus, on 
account of the offences committed against this 
wounded Heart by certain souls who are conse- 
crated to Him ttther in the priesthood or by vows* 
We quote from another of her letters a few lines 
which testify to the greatness of her aspirations ; 

** Your letters," wrote she to a person in whom 
she had great confidence, "are a real source of 
consolation to me, especially when they tell me 
that the number of the adorers of the Sacred 
Heart is increasing. My only desire, I assure you, 
is to see this divine Heart honoured to the fullest 
extent^ according as He has given me to see is fit* 
ting : to this end nothing less would sufi&ee than 
the est^lishment throughout the Churefa of a 
Feast ia honoujf of the Sacred Heart, which would 
be observed as solemnly as is the Peast in honour 
of the Sacred Body of Jesus Christ. After thi% 
there would be nothing to detain me on earthy and 
I should say willingly with St^ Simeon : * Now, O 
Lord, Thou canst let my soul depart in peaee^ 
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aince it hw seen the ^compliBhrnent of Tky 
promi«es/ " 

" When," said she a little later, *' when will thi» 
divine Heart receive from the whole Chorch the 
worship that It awaits ? Gb on praying and ask* 
ing our I^ord to extend throughoat the wholo 
earth the reign of His Sacred Hearts Would that 
I could contribute to this by my own destruction I 
With all my heart would I say : * Let Him reign, 
and let me perish !' G^ie delay of this reign affects 
me to an extent that I cannot describe, but which 
conduces towards the death and destruction of my 
whole being."* 

To all the gifts that the Sacred Heart of JesuiEi 
had given to Soear Anne Madeleine was now added 
another gift, ipost useful in the carrying out of her 
mission. Monseigneur de Belzunce tells us, in hia 
letter to the Yisitation, that she had at times a 
clear and distinct knowledge of future things, and 
he alludes to singular favours and to supernatural 
lights that were truly marvellous.f Several occur- 
rences showed the truth of this wonderful gift. 
On one occasion Anne Madeleine revealed to a nun 
of the monastery the state of her soul, and the 
graces that God reserved for her. 

M. de Semusat was at one time exceedingly 
anxious on account of not having heard for a con- 
eiderable time from his son, who superintended 

* These Letters are printed in her Life^ o. 8, 
t Letter quoted already. 
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CMie of his houses in the Levant. He came to his 
daughter for consolation. She comforted him by 
foretelling to him the exact date when he would 
receiye a letter from his son, and the event preyed 
the truth of the prediction. A missionary apos« 
tolic of G-eorgia came to recommend to her prayers 
his far off flock, who were menaced by the greatest 
evils at the hands of an idolatrous prince who was 
the sworn enemy of religion. Anne Madeleine 
prostrated herself at the foot of the tabernacloi 
imploring the conversion of the prince, and offer- 
ing herself as a victim to suffer in her soul and 
body the necessary expiation. But the measure 
of the crimes of the prince was filled, and hia 
tragical end approached. Only to console Hia 
faithful spouse, our Lord announced to her the 
advent of a more just successor, who would protect 
the Christians. This news was communicated to 
the missionary, who returned to his mission, and 
wrote some months after that the prediction had 
b^ verified to the letter.* 
^'Let us here end our study of the virtues and 
influence of Sodur Anne Madeleine, in order to 
give our attention to the event predestined by 
God to be one of the greatest importance in the 
history of the devotion to the Sacred Qeart. 
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CHAPTER YI. 
The Plague of Marseilles. 

" Et abiit primiiB, et eifadit plualam snam in terrain ; et 
aotam est TTilnaB saeYiim et pessimum. — ^And the first 
went, and iK>nred out his yial npon the earth ; and there fell 
« 0oxe and grieTona woond."— Jijpoe. xtL 2. 

Devotion to the Heart of Jesus, as we have 
already said, bears about it Dot only a moral but 
also a social form. In freely consecratiug them- 
selves to this adorable Heart,' towns and popula- 
tions acknowledge the sovereignty of Jesus Christ. 
They also acquire an efficacious means of drawing 
down npon themselves the divine protection, and 
of restoring social Christian life in its full pleni- 
tude, so impaired in these latter times by the 
radical and complete separation of Church from 
State. This is an admirable design of God, and, in 
the language of St. Denis the Areopagite, it is one 
of His sweetest and best providences.* 

Marseilles, the city of Lazarus, gave the example 
to all the other cities of the world ; she was the 
Qrst to consecrate herself to the Heart of Jesus 
• De Dir., Kom., o. III., !• 
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Christ. All was novf ready. G-od had completed 
the fonnatioQ of the two principal instruments of 
His action. Anne Madeleine in the shades of the 
cloister, Monseigneur de Belzance in the splen- 
donr of the episcopal throne, were, each in their 
respective sphere, prepared to second the Divine 
purpose. Still did God hold in reserve, amid the 
treasures of His justice, which likewise include 
His love, a terrible scourge, which was to open the 
eyes of all, and subject their hearts and wills to 
the Heart of the divine King. 

Inebriated by her prosperity, Marseilles was 
being corrupted. Offences against the Divinity 
were daily multiplied, and dissolute morals reigned 
supreme. The rich and influential set the example, 
and they were imitated as usual by the inferior 
classes. The great mass of the inhabitants were 
entirely possessed by the love of pleasure and 
luxury, and thirst for gain. To crown all, the 
poison of Jansenism was secretly filtering among^ 
the clergy and the religious orders, wounding thus 
yet more deeply the Heart of our Lord.* 

SoBur Anne Madeleine was chosen to announce 
to her fellow-citizens that the measure of their 
crimes was full, and that divine justice was about 
to visit them, unless they repented of their mis- 

/ • Vie, etc., o. 9. See in the works of Monaeisrnear de Bel- 

znnoe, published bj the Abb6 Janffret, t. I., his mandate of 
80th July, 1720, orderingr publio prayers and a general fast, tO 
appease the anger of heaven. 
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deeds. This reTelaiion was ushered in bj $, pro* 
digj. During the first days of the Leut of 1718 
the Blessed Sacrament -was exposed, Aceordmg to 
custom, m the Church of the Cordeliers. Sad* 
denly the Sacred Host seemed resplendeut, and 
darted forth rays which filled the souls of tlie 
beholders with terror, incapable as they were of 
sustaining the brightness of the miraculous light.* 
At the same hour, our Lord appeared to Ilis faith- 
ful servant, and informed her of what was taking 
place in the Churcli of the Cordeliers, adding that 
this prodigy was the last tSort of His love for a 
people whose disorders had long offended His 
justice, and that unless the town foruook its 
corrupt ways, He was prepared to strike it witii a 
terrible scourge, that would be a warning lo the 
entire universe. Anne Madeleine besought the 
divine Master to spare the guilty ones, and to lay 
upon her the whole weight of His just anger; but 
He made no reply to her supplications, and ordered 
her to reveal all to Monseigneur de Belzunce, in 
order that he might warn the nwigistrates and 
several others, whose bad lives were the chief cause 
of the evils that threatened the town. 

At this very time P^re Mil ley, the director of the 
humble nun, entered the monastery parlour, as if 
sent by Heaven itself, in order that he might 
receive the divine word from the lips of his spiri- 

* Cironlar of the first monastery of the Yisitation of Maf- 
seilles, of 15th February, 1720, Vie, eto., loo. oit. 

10 p B 
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tual daugliter. He wai tbe more disposed to pu6 
faith in her words, iuasmuch as a hoi j Carmelite 
whoVaa also directed by him, had made a similar 
communication to liim a feir moments before. He 
went at once to the Bishop, and without delaj 
transmitted to him tlie message from on high.* 

This important fact is most solidly established. 
In an authentic document, from which we have 
more than once had occasion to quote, and in a 
letter addressed later to the Yisitation, and com- 
municated to the faithful of his diocese, Mon- 
seigneur de Belzunce solemnly affirms that several 
years before the plague broke out, SoBur Anne 
Madeleine knew, by a heayenly light, of the scourge 
tliat threatened Marseillesi and that on the part of 
the Divine Master she foretold it to him through 
the intermediary of her confessor.t 

Tliroughout this work, the Bishop of Marseilles 
has, until now, only appeared in the character of 
spiritual father of Soeur Anne Madeleine; we are 
now about to consider him under a new aspect. 
Monseigneur Henry Franfois Xavier de Belzunce 
de Castelmoron, raised to the see of Marseilles in 
1709, was one of the holiest and most illustrious 

• Vie, etc., loo. cit. 

"I* Letter of Monseigrnenr de Belznnoe to Sonr Marie Afirnos 
de Oreard, of 10th May, 1732, commnnioated to the faithful 
of the diocese of Marseilles. See also the Circular of the 
arst monastery of the Yisitation of Marseilles, of 15th Feb- 
ruary, 1730, 
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prelates among the clergy of France. One may 
even apply to his holy memory the words of Scriph 
ture concerning the virtuous king Josias ; it wilt 
remain for the inhabitants of the city that he 
govemecl, as a sweet smell, as delicious honey, and 
as music at a banquet of wine.* Durin<; an epis- 
copacy of more than forty-five years, his every 
moment was sanctified by the most ardent and 
indefatigable zeal. The humble and gentle bishop 
governed his flock with the love of a good shepherd. 
He assembled synods, and perfected his clergy by 
retreats. He preached the gospel in towns, vil- 
lages, monasteries, and even to the galley slaves. t 
When, in fine, the terrible scourge was let loose 
upon his beloved town, inspired by the Heart of 
Christ, the model of his own heart, he did tlie 
memorable actions that we are about to describe, 
acts that have made him worthy to be ranked 
among the heroes of religion. 

No sooner did the holy bishop receive the mes- 
sage of the humble Yisitandine than, faithful to 
the mandate [of heaven, he hastened to fulfil his 
mission towards the guilty ones. He spared 
nothing that could open their eyes, or bring back 
his beloved flock from their corrupt ways. But in 
vain did he threaten them with the vengeance of 
Ood. The people of Marseilles, deaf to the voice 
• Eooli. ilix. 1, 2. 

i* See I'Abbe Janffref 8 notice on Monseignenr de Bel- 
raioe in tbe frontiapieoe of the seleot works of this prelate. 
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of thei^ father^ trould uqI do penance for their 



•ins. 



« 



We will not imitate here those historians who 
consider merelj the visible world, but we will raise 
our thoughts to the First Cause of all things. Be- 
fore the throne of Uie Almighty God there stands 
an altar, whereon the slain Lamb offers unceasingly 
the blood that He has shed,t and the angel of the 
sacrifice deposifcs the gifts and sighs of holy souls. { 
Prayer and reparation ascend from the altar to 
the throne, and appease the infinite justice of God, 
outraged by the crimes of men; and in proportion 
as the crimes increase, and the reparation ascends, 
so are the judgments of God commingled wi<4i 
jnsiice and mercy, to the infinite admiration of 
the heavenly inhabitants. § 

To Anne Madeleine was vouchsafed a glimpse of 
the august spectacle that had erst been contem- 
plated by the seer of Patmos. She understood 
that justice would at first prevail, but that subse- 
quently mercy would triumph; and she has herself 
told us that at this sight her soul was torn with 
conflicting emotions of grief and joy. U But the 
angel of the Lord poured out the vial of His 
wrath upon the guilty town, as of old upon the 
perverse Tloman empire,^ and struck it with a sore 
and grievous wound.** 

• Vie, efco., loo. cit. 
+ Apoo. V. 6 ; viii, 3, ete. J Missal Bom., canon miss. 
§ Apoc, xr. 8, 4; xviii. 20. 
II Vie, oto., loc. dih, f Apoo. xvi 2, •• Ibid, 
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** Olive crowned, under the bl«e Tftolt of iMftveii, 

HarseiUes arose, powerful and bleet. 

Commeroe all arowid her, tpfeading wide iti aaM 

0»f>ei»d wilk treaawet 1Sk$ Tynenean ware. 

i^Bom the gates of tbe Beat, emoothly, quickly Bailing, 

Came at last tbe welcome long expected barks ; 

They drew nigb : alas ! dreadful was their freight t 

For Pestilence and Death lay hiddea in their flails."t 

Tbete yeeaela were the instruments of Proyidence. 
The mo^t celebrated among them was the Orand 
Smti ^ntoinfi^ commwded hj Captain Chataud. 
Haiiing from Saydoi it reached the port of Mar- 
seilles on the 25th May, 1720, and at once the 
germs of coi^ta,gioii spread throughout the town. 
Tbej were not stifled at once with due haste and 
energy; Q-reat mercantile interests were at stake, 
and it was deemed desirable to save the rich 
car|;o of the vesseh This carelessness fayoured 
the spread of the scourge, aqd by the middle of 
July the greatest alarm rei|;ned throughout the 
city. 

Monseigueur de Belzunce hastened to order 
public prayers and a general fast^ and he ex- 
horted his flock to have recourse to a sincere and 
prompt penitence, and to an entire submission to 
€he liecisions of the Chureh, in order to appease 
the wrath of Heaven, and thus to avert the terrible 
calamity that had already 9truck fear ^nd terror 

• Millevoye, Belzunce, or the Plague of Marseilles, 
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into erery heart* Bat it was all in Tain. The eon* 
tagion filled the whole town. Dreadful is the 
picture that historians hare given us of its ravages. 
The churehes were deserted, the shops were closed, 
commerce forbidden^ works suspended, and ressels 
forbidden to approach the quay; the course of 
justice was arrested, and crime reigned unheeded. 
Lamentable cries resounded on all sides, and death 
was ererywhere. Family ties seemed to be at an 
end; fear and selfishness perraded all ranks. 
Many sick, deprived of all help, were abandoned 
to their sad fate; others were driven from their 
homes, or thrown out of the windows. The 
corpses, in hideous heaps, lay exposed in the pub- 
lic ways; and so great was their number, that 
troops of galley slaves, who risked their lives in 
order to purchase their pardon and liberty, were 
inadequate to the task of taking them away. 
Pamine also was soon added to the terrible afflic- 
tions of the unhappy city.f 

St. Denis of Alexandria, describing the plague 
which afflicted his times, which doubtless was the 
same that St. John predicted in the Apocalypse, 
points out its providential character. ** This great 
plague," wrote he, '* came all at once, and was the 

* !'See the ordinance of 15th July, and the decree of the 
8(Hih, of the (Euvres CTioisies. 

t S. A. Fabre, Hist, of Marseilles, liv. YI. ; Lemon tey. 
Hist, de la R^gence ; A. Laforet, the Plague of 1720, pnhl. in 
the Retme de Marseilles, 1863, &o. 
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ttOBt terrible and exoestire e?il to the enemies of 
God; bat we ourselyes regarded it rather as a 
remedy or as a trial, although we were not entirely 
exempt from it."* The same may be said of the 
plagae of Marseilles. It attacked mercilessly all 
those who by their disorders had incurred the 
divine wrath ; not one escaped, in spite of all their 
precautions! and the prophecy of Scaur Anne 
Madeleine was fulfilled to the letter.t It chas- 
tised also, less in their bodily health than in their 
honour, certain ministers of the Q-ospel who, by 
their lukewarmness and their self-indulgent lives, 
as also by their backwardness in repressing Jan- 
senism, had rendered themselves unworthy of the 
martyrdom of charity ; these were the monks of 
Saint Yictor, some of whom fled with their abbot, 
whilst the others entrenched themselves behind 
their thick walls. Many priests and religious fled 
likewise to the country, and were recalled by 
their bishop, that they might minister to the 
dying, under pain of disobedience and interdict.^ 
But to the good, on the contrary, and to all noble 
hearts, the plague was but afresh occasion of exer- 
oising their virtue.§ Foremost among the heroes 

• Ep, ad Alexandria. t ^^^i ®to., loo. oit. 

} See the ordinaaoe of 2nd September, 1720; (Euvres choiaieSt 
1. 1, from the aathom above mentioned. 

§ The first monastery of the Visitation, for instance, was 
proTidentially preserved. See the Cironlar on the pestilence, 
1st May, 1721. 
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of ehttity were the eomnamien of Laug^eFon ftnd 
ef Yiiiee, and ike Marabala Brteile, Monstieri 
Andimar, and Dieud^. Yaliantiy they upheld the 
power of authority aoud these disastroas days; 
thehr piety» wiBdom, and derotios, eayed their 
coantry. They were ably seconded by the Ghera- 
lier Bose, famed for hie charity, and by the r^re- 
eentatiyes of ecienee, sent either by the court 
of the Begent, or by the medical faculty of Mont- 
pellier. Bat abo?e them all towered the great 
Bidhop of Marseiiles, with his heroic band of 
priests and religious. 

Followed by his faithfol ministers, the bishop 
encountered the greatest dangers: he went into 
the Tory jaws of death in order to help his unfor- 
tunate flock. Maltiplied to some extent by his 
seal, he seemed to be eyerywhere at once. He 
was to be seen threading the streets amid heaps 
of corpsea and infected furniture ; he went into 
houses where the stench was insupportable; he 
reconciled sinners who were lying on the same bed 
with the dead, and consoling and encouraging them, 
he exhorted them to die like Christians, He also 
gnye to the starring poor all the money he pos« 
sessed. Oue day, in order to encourage those who 
w<'re removiDg the corpses, he mounted a tumbril 
and drove it himself to its destination.* At his 

• See VabbS Jmftet, Pf^eis htsforifna «E« l«i pMii ie Ifor- 
90ilU$^ la the £n>iiti«pieoe of the (Bumm £hoities de M. d» 
Belzunee, as also the above-named works, and the P« T^i^f^<^^ 
'^'^ralion f unfibre de Monseignenr de Belxiinoe. 
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Bide fell Beeular pri€»tfl and teligMmt of diArent 
orders, among tttese eighteen priests who were 
assisting bim ;* still did he pnrsne his glorious mis- 
sion with nndaunted zeal, dotn^ always Ms charities^ 
according to the expression of his seeretarj^f and 
the admired of all beholders. Pope Clement XI. 
sent him his blessing to enconrage him ;^ he also 
granted indulgences to his flock, and with a solici- 
tude truly worthy of a Boman Pontiff, he sent two 
vessels loaded with wheat.§ 

One of the most noble of the Tictime who sue-* 
cumbed was P6re Claude Pran9ois Milley. This 
zealous and indefatigable Jesuit, as Belzunce him- 
self calls him, this wise director, this illustrious 
martyr of charity, whose courage and heroic 
actions were the admiration of all Marseilles, died 
almost under the eyes of the bishop, in the serrice 
of the plague-stricken, on the Itft September, just 
when he seemed most necessary to the shepherd 
and to the flock.|| Some time before his death, he 
wrote atouehiog farewell to his spirituardaughter. 
After deserilnng the rarages of the plague, he 
ended thus : ^' Pray that our great G-od may deign 

* See the aboye-name worka^ and Cr6tixieaa Joly, HUt. de 
la Conyp, de JSsus, t. IV., e. 6. 

t UnpatiliBlied Jonnal ol QonfoBi, th« Mcxetssy, «Hed by 
JjUoret, ioo. cit. 

t Brief of 4th September, 1720, in the (Ev/vres choisies, 
§ See the works qnoted. 

fl See the Leister of Monseignenr de Behonoe to M^re de 
Gxfard. 
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to forgire my riiw, and to aoeept the sacrifice of 
my life that I make with all my heart. Fare« 
well ! farewell I my dearest daughter, ever thiaa 
in the adorable Heart of Jesus Christ." How 
well do these beautiful words portray the admir- 
able union that existed between these two generous 
souls, and that was to be still further strengthened 
by death. 

While these noble victims were thus exposing 
their lives, and sacrificing them for the safety of 
the people, there was another, hidden beneath the 
virginal veil, who each day offered her life to Ood* 
Bitter anguish filled her soul at the sight of the 
terrible calamity. Ardently did she supplicate her 
God to stay His vengeance, and to accept instead 
her penances and her desires. Her life^was not 
accepted, but in exchange her interior sufferings 
were redoubled in intensity, and for long weeks 
she was reduced to extremity. It was the desola* 
tion, the agony of Calvary. 

In this anguish, succour came to her from the 
father of her soul, whom she had invoked for nine 
days. Fere de Milley appeared to her in a cloud 
of glory, and calming her fears regarding the truth 
of the way along which God seemed to be leading 
her, he said these beautiful words : ** True love 
has God alone for its principle ; it is ever firm and 
unassailable, and is not disturbed by anything. 
The reason that you do not advance in the path 
along which God wishes you to go is that you are 
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always eonnderiDg only yonnelf. • • /' Al 
tiiese wordi her doubts were dispelled, peace 
rehurned to her soul, and she experienced, as she 
assures us, a foretaste of beatitude, not troubled 
in the least degree CTcn by the senses, which were 
miraculously suspended.* 

We are approaching the culminating point of this 
admirable life. So many graces and lights had pre- 
pared the soul of S(Bur Anne Madeleine to receif e 
from the very lips of Christ the important revelation 
that she was to transmit to the Bishop of Marseilles, 
and that would secure the triumph of the Sacred 
Heart. Already had she a presentiment of this 
triumph. " O happy scourge," cried she, " O 
happy scourge, which is to bring so much glory to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ !''t 

But let us listen to her own words : '' Having 
received an order from our dear mother to ask our 
Lord that He would deign to make known to me 
in what way He wished His Sacred Heart honoured, 
in order to obtain a cessation of the scourge that 
afflicted the town, I besought Him juit before 
communion that He would send forth from His 
ftdorable Heart virfcue that would not only purify 
the stains of my soul, but that would also en* 
lighten my understanding, to see His will in this 
respect. ... By the knowledge that He 
gave me after communion, I understood that His 

* Compte de Congexenee de Scmr Anne Madeleine, 
t Cironlar of 15tli Febrnaxj, 1730, F«6, etc., loa citi, 
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narey had mora di«F9 than His juvtieo in His 
dniga to aftiet the town wi4ii tike {dagtti. Ha 
showed me thai} He had willed to purge the 
Church of ICitfseillea from its ^utotb* hj opeung^ 
to it Hi8 adorable Heart, the Source of all truth ; 
also that He desired that a solemn Feast should be 
obserred in Its honour on the day chosen by Him- 
self, TIE., the day after the oetave of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament^ and that until this eould be 
arranged, erery one of the faithful was to dedi« 
eate himself, by a prayer to be chosen by the 
bishop, to honour, according to the design of Ood, 
the adorable Heart of His Son ; that by this meane 
they should be delivered froin the plague; and, in 
fine, that those who gave themselves up to this 
devotion, should want for help only token the divine 
Beart should want for power/' f 

SoBur Anne Madeleine hastened to inform Mon- 
seigneur de Belsunce of Ibis eensoling rerelation, 
and the pioue prelate, feeling interiorly moved to 
give faith thereto, resolved to exeoute the wishes 
of our Lord. It will be the immortal joy and 
honour of the humble Visifcandine that she so 
faithfully co-operated with the magnificent design 
of Providence. Pew historians haTO thrown any 
^t eb her part in the glorification of the Sacred 
H«art at Marseilles, and the cessation of lihe 
pla^Toe that ensued; and yet, eoneidering thedocop 

®nt that we haye just fcraQscribedr th« teatimony 
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of ICoiue^oeur da Belsance and the Order of iUe 
YintatioDy* after the choice that was made of the 
chapel of the BM>na8terj for the annaal ceremonj 
of the tow; it eaimot be doubted thai her share in 
iho work was as great and beauiifal as we have 
showD.f This is why we unhesitatiiiglj affirm 
that, after Blessed Margaret Marj^ the first a|K>s- 
tie of the Heart of Jesus, Anne Madeleine was 
among Christian virgins the most effieacions in- 
starument for the exaltation of this adorable Heart* 
In a decree of the 22nd of October, 1720, the 
.beiroic Belznnce informed his people of tlie public 
homage that was about to be rendered to the 
divine Heart, in order to appease heaven. ** We 
hare established, and we establisV' he said, " in 
our diocese^ the Feast of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, which will henceforward be celebrated 
everj year, on the Friday immediately following 
the octave of the Blessed Sacrament : this day has 
been already filed in many dkoceses of this king- 
dom ; and we make it a feast of obligation, to be 
eolemnly observed throughout the diocese: on 
that day the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 
in all the parish churches of this town> and in the 
other parts "of the diocese, as also in all the 
aubutbs of Marseilleq, and in the religious com- 

♦ Vie, etc., loo. cit. 
f A. Fabre, historian of MarseilleB, aUndes bat slightly to 
the part of Soenr Asmt Madeleine la the fifreat work. 
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tnunitiee, secular and regulari throaghout ottr 
dioceae."* 

Bat Monseigneur de Belznnce was anwilliog to 
await the yet distant day of the feast, and he 
resolved that on All Saints' day he would carry 
out the wishes of our Lord. Accordingly, on the 
morning of that day, the sealous pastor, bare 
footed, with a cord around his neck, and crucifix 
in hand, marched at the head of his clergy, now 
reduced to only twelve ecclesiastics, and proceeded 
in procession to the altar that had been erected 
by his orders at the entrance of the Grande Place. 
He was accompanied by an immense crowd of the 
people who, bathed in tears, filled the air with 
their lamentations. All those who had escaped 
death hastened to follow the man of G-od, regard- 
less in that solemn hour of the contagion hitherto 
so dreaded. One long cry of distress rose up to 
heaven. Arrived at the foot of the altar, Mon« 
seigneur de Belzunce, his face bathed in tears, 
pronounced aloud an act of reparation to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ; he then conse- 
crated himself and his diocese to this divine Heart 
After the consecration, the pontiff, ascending the 
eteps of the altar, offered up the holy sacrifice, 
and distributed the Bread of Life to all who 
wished to feed thereon. It was a touching spec- 
tacle to see a whole town prostrated, for the first 
time, before the Heart of its God, imploring pardoa 
• Historioal doounents of the plague of 1720, t. U 
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for its crimes, deliverance from evils, and consecrat- 
ing to tins dirine Heart all its future destinies 1* 

Tlie prayer of Marseilles was heard. Thd 
scourge diminished in intensity, and soon entirely 
disappeared. It was manifest that the Sacred 
Heart had saved the town. 

On the evening of the first feast of this now 
most beloved Heart, Monseigneur de Belzunce 
renewed, at the same altar, the act of reparation 
and the consecration of the preceding year.f But 
a far different and most brilliant assembly now 
flocked around the angel of Marseilles. In his 
hands he bore the Blessed Sacrament, escorted 
from the cathedral by the chapter, the clergy, the 
religious orders, and a pious crowd, who gratefully 
adored and blessed their Saviour.t 

Unhappily, their gratitude did not last long, 
Marseilles, forgetful alike of her misfortunes, of 

* See the above mentioned antliors. 

t In iHe following passage of the decree of 16th Jane, 1721, 
the pious bishop thus ordered the ceremonial of the feast i 
** Having experienced so promptly, and in each a marked 
manner, the manrellons effects of the goodness, and the in- 
finite mercies of the Sacred Heart of Jesus as soon as we 
inyokedlt, most just it is, my dearest brethren, that in tes- 
timony of our gratitude, we omit nothing that can enhance 
the solemnity of the feast that we haye instituted, especially 
on this first occasion of its celebration " 

t See the works quoted, and the decrees of Monseigneur 
de Belzunce, of 26th September and 15th October, 1721, 
which are really masterpieces of homage to the Sacred Heart, 
and testimonials of the gratitude of Marseilles. 
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the loM of forty thoosand inhabitaata of the city, 
and tea thousand in the surrouading couutrj, and 
of the merctes of the Heart of Jesus^ fell anew 
into her old disorders^ and i^ain incurred the 
wrath of heaven. At the same time a horrible 
sacrilege was committed in a church of tlte town, 
and Jansenism regained ground. 1 1 was not sur- 
prising that, during the year 1722, the vengeful 
arm of Qod was again lifted up against the city, 
and the plague reappeared^ threatening those 
whom it had hitherto spared. In these grievous 
circumstances, Monseigueur de Belzunce, remem- 
bering the true remedy for such bitter evils^ and 
reflecting moreover tliat the magistrates had not 
taken part publicly in the great act of reparation, 
begged the senators to repair this omission in the 
name of the whole town. " X do not,*' he said, 
** wish to propose anything that will be additional 
expense to the town, whose resources are already 
so exhausted : Qod, moreover, desires not our 
gifts, but our hearts. Let us make, then, in the 
name of the town, a v^ow that will have the power 
of disarming the vengeful arm that «eema to be 
again lifted up." 

The senators, Pierre Moustrer, Balthazard 
Dleud^, Pierre Bdmuzat, and Jean Baptiste Saint 
Michel, meft in the town hall on tbe 2Sth May, 
1722, in the presence of the Marquis de Pilles, 
the lieutenant and commander of the town and 
surrounding territory, in order to read this letter, 
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and to deliberate conceniiDg the important object 
in Tiew. On tie proposition of Moustier, it wae 
resolyed to accede to the desire of the bishop, 
and the decision was registered in the written 
report of tbis aitmorable sitting. It will be in« 
ttreeting to gife the text of tbe yow« After set. 
ting forth the^ object of tbe delibevfttion, th^ 
^mtten rep<vt continues thus ; 

** WheveapMi it hae been, uaaniinoiisly decided 
that we, the senators, shaJl make a yow before 
his lordship the bishop, whereby we shall bind 
oaiselyes and our snceessorsv in perpetuity, to 
hear Masa eyerj year in tbe church of the first 
monastery of the YisitaUon^ called the * Chandis 
M0i/ne»y o« Ae day that he has fixed for the 
celebration of the Peast of the Sacred Heavt of 
Jesus. We will there communicate, and will 
offer, in reparation for the crimes committed in 
this town, a candle or torch of white wax, ef the 
weight of four pounds, ornamented with the 
eacutcheon of the town. Thie caudle or torch 
ehall be burnt before the Blessed Sacrament. In 
the eyening of the same day we will assist at a 
general procession of thanksgiying. 

« Marseilles, 28th May, 1722. 



«* Signed, '*Moi»>rxxB, 

" DlXTTDB, 

** Bbmttbat, 
••^SAurrMwHXt,/ 



Seaatdtt." 
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Some days afber, the senators pronounoed the 
yon^ and it is thus recorded in the following extract 
firom the archi?eB of the bishopric of Marseilles ; 

«'4th June, 1722. 
''We, Henri Frangois Xarier de Belzunce de 
Castelmoron, ^.ymake known that Messieurs Jean 
Pierre Monstier, Balthazard Dieud6, Pierre B^mn. 
■at, and Jean Baptisfie Saint Michel, Senators, in 
order to appease the anger of the Lord, and to 
obtain the cessation of the plague which has re- 
commenced in this town, having deliberated on the 
28th of the last month, concerning onr exhortation 
to them to make a tow in honour of the Sacred 
Heart of our Saviour Jesus Christ, proceeded, 
clothed in their red robes, on that day, the Feast 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, to our cathedral 
church. There on their knees before the high 
altar, in the presence of the Most Blessed Sacra* 
ment, which we bore in our bands, the first Sena* 
tor, Moustier, speaking in the name of all four, 
pronounced the said vow. ^ 

** Signed, " Moustieb, ^ 

•* DiBITDE) f 

" Bbiiuzat, C Senators* 

" Saikt Michel, ^ 
^'HsNET^ Bishop, of Marseilles." 

There only remained to fulfil the engagement so 
solemnly made. This was .done on Priday, 12th 
Jane, the I^east of the Sacred Heart, in the ohapel 
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of the first monastery of the Visitation. Mon- 
seignear de Belzunce offered the Holy Sacrifice, 
and gave Communion to tlie -senators who, renew- 
ing the tow they had made in the cathedral, offered 
the blessed candle inscribed with the arms of the 
town.* Very sweet to all hearts was this first 
celebration of the feast that was to be renewed 
eyery year. The remembrance of it was carefully 
preserved in the pious community, which num- 
bered among its blessed inmates she who had been 
inspired by God to instigate all these great thinge^. 
Dating from that day, the number of the sick 
diminished in a marvellous manner, and at the end 
of a noyena ordered by Belzunce in the church of 
the Visitation, the plague disappeared for ever 
from the noble city of Marseilles. In the month 
of September, a solemn thanksgiving was offered 
up, and the bishop addressed his people in these 
beautiful terms : *' People whom the God of ven- 
geance has twice smitten in His indignation, but 
v^hom also in His mercy He has twice delivered 
in a marked manner, cease henceforward to fear ^ and 
tremble with joy^ because the adorable Heart of 
Jesus, to whom you have solemnly dedicated your- 
selves, has declared and Jiai done great things in 
your favour ! Let the memory of these prodigies 
be ever engraven in your minds and hearts ! Tell 
it often to your children^ that they may repeat it to 

* Ciroularof M^re d'0rlj6, of St. Innooent, saperior, Ut 
Oct., 1723. 
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ti^ cMUren^ ff>ko toiil frtmtmU it to ^ticaeejinji 
fienerafionif that (he r€m&nWanc0 may yo 4qw^ f0 
f^ure ages. J « • ^ • AnnouQO^ joui' 4eliycir«- 
jf^ixce i^nd publish it to the ^KtremitieB of ih% wotU^ 
publish fk^t^DgvfttiioQs tb^glopjof ywr IiilMmtoir, 
ftnd piipQlaijp ^^l marrels jto all tlve people wUb 
jirhoi];! 70U nuiy b^v^^o commercial intercouTs^ 
7eU tbem tb^t yo^i owe your deliForance to tb9 
I9l(icred Heart of Jesus aloo^e, and tbat tp Xb alon^ 
piuat tbey lopk for atrengtb wd consolation i^ aJl 
tbeir tribulations."* 

Tbe eii^mple of Marseijles, saye^ 1>7 ^^^ Saored 
jQeairt, n^ay be proposed to Finance. 4^\wl by ber 
crimes tbe Fre^i^cb nation ha^ like^ili^ dr^awi;! dowi^ 
upon berself (be anger of He9.ven. jQod| in His 
ioTe« bad ,con8tit\ited ber tbe guai^di^n pf Hi|i 
xigbts, in order tbat sbe migbt propagate tbetrulib 
,eyerywliere» find migbt upbold ^mong tbe nations 
tbe ata^da^d o>f Christianity. Instead of faitfa|i;illy 
accomplisbii^g this glorious mission, and notwitb- 
jBtanding all tbe virtues of her cbildre;n4 and tbo 
great work^ that took birth in her bo&ipm, she ba? 
denied ber baptism^ ^nd has ^bandoiMid the ctfti^se 
of Chi^ist and of His Churcb. Greatly doeef this 
social apostasy offend the Heart of (^od, f^nd it is not 
surprising that it should bar^ drawn u^on F^auco 
jlibp cb^stisemepts tbat of old punished the p.er«|9^ 
(Cujbin^ pagan empire. " The ^xtb Angel*" Wf9 
3I;* John in the 4^pocaljpse^ "among tbosQ ^o 
• Mandate of 2l8fe September, 1722, 
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bore tlie vials of the wrath of God, poured out his 
vial upon that great river Euphrates, and dried up 
the water thereof, that a waj might be prepared 
for the kings of the East."* Noble nation, eldest 
daughter of that Church which you have never 
denied; eldest daughter, too, of the Sacred Heart, 
as the virgin of Paray affirni8,t make reparation to 
the Heart that you have grieved the more in 
proportion to the greatness of "Ala love for you. 
Follow the example of Marseilles, and consecrate 
yourself for ever to Him, sealing in His blood 
your reconciliation with God. Then your calami- 
ties will take flight, just as the evils of Marseilles 
We^e healed. But let this ceremony be a solemn 
and social act, made by the public powers in thtf 
name of the nation, on the famed eminence where 
you are even now buildiAg a triumphal sanctuarjr 
in honour of the Heart of Christ. 

* Apoo. xvi. 13. 
t Letter of Blessed Margaret Mary to M^re de Sanmaiee, 
17th June, 1689, as quoted above. The king of France, who 
personifies the nation, is here styled the eldest ion of th^ 
(Backed Heavt^ 
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CHAPTER YII, 
The Last Years. — Conclusion. 

" Sab umbra illias, qnem desideraTeram, aedi : et fmotnt 
ejaa dalofs gnttnri meo. — ^I sat down under Kis shadow, wbom 
I desired : and his fruit waa sweet to my palate/' — Cani, ii. S. 

The chief end of the mission of Anne Madeleine 
was accomplished by the consecration of the citj 
of Marseilles to the Sacred Heart. In this respect 
the virgin of Marseilles was certainly more success- 
ful than the virgin of Paray-le-Monial. Margaret 
Mary did not behold in her lifetime the complete 
propagation of the devotion that she had inaugur- 
ated. Her sister of Provence, on the contrary, 
witnessed the triumph of the Heart of Jesus, the 
result in great measure of her own humble and 
generous efforts. She had indeed inherited the 
spirit of Blessed Margaret Mary, and great 
was the joy that filled her soul in this solemn 
hour of her happiness. She had not attained her 
twenty-Beventh year, when her efforts were thus 
gloriously crowned. Burning with seraphic ar- 
dour, her only thought thenceforward was to offer 
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herself continnallj as a victim of praise and bene- 
diction, to be disposed of according to the will of 
her Master. 

He possessed her already most fully, and dis- 
posed of her according to His will. ^ I no longer 
feel any opposition/' said she, " in doing all that 
He wills, and in being all that He wishes me to be. 
I am so completely reduced to a state of nothing- 
ness, that it would be no longer possible for me to 
produce the least act by myself: I know nothing, 
and I wish to know nothing. I suffer without 
being able to occupy myself for a single instant 
about my sufferings, and without knowing what 
Ood means to work in me through suffering. My 
present disposition is to see nothing in Qod save 
only God Himself, to be contented with all that 
He wills, with all that He does, and with all that 
He omits. I no longer perceive in myself any 
desires opposed to His will. Hence my soul enjoys 
in all circumstances a peace of God which is 
entirely unmolested by the senses. ... I no 
longer know either light or darkness, riches or 
poverty. All that I know and am concerned about 
is, that there is a God who in His goodness 
and omnipotence has made me capable of enjoying 
Him, and that He deserves to be loved as a God 
should be loved. Do not ask me anything far* 
ther; the knowledge of Him who is lifts me 
above all that is not Him."* 

* Aoconnt of ConBcienoe. « 
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This langaage» while bo iimple and beaatifal^ U 
afc the saine time most profound. It shows us 
the high degree of perfection to which Soaur Anne 
Madeleine had attained. Purified from her 
infancy by trials of different kinds, enlightened by 
illuminations that came from the Tery bosom of 
Ood, she had long walked in the way of union, 
Oreat indeed was the height to which she had now 
attained. St. Denis the Areopagite tells us that 
divine love is eztatic, tliat is to say, it ravishes out 
of themselves those who experience it, so that they 
no longer possess themselves, but are possessed by 
Him whom they love.* So was it with ScBur Anne 
Kadeleine. Made one by love with Jesus Christ, 
she no longer lived with her own life, but in the 
infioitely precious life of her Beloved. In this 
state the surrender of the soul is so sincere, so 
spontaneous, and so complete, that she no longer 
perceives in herself any will save that of her 
Master. The soul moreover leaves on one side* 
as it were, the senses and the operations of the 
understanding, all that is intelligible and apparent 
to the senses, all that is aud all that is not, and 
she enters into the mysterious darkness of a holy 
ignorance. There, disengaged from the natural 
light, she soars to supernatural heights, where she 
19 united to Him who is above all essence and all 
notions, and is lost, in as far as her capacity admits, 
»a the invisible and infinite God who dwelleth 
• 1^ Norn, div., o. !▼., IS. 
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libove the ligbest intellectu&l rammits of tlief 
liearenly city.* It is evident that tbe soul raised 
to tLis great beiglit must conceive so sublime an 
idea of the Supreme Being, that she soars aboVd* 
all that is not Him. She gains a fresh apprecia- 
tion of God, and her joy is extreme at the thought 
that through His omnipotence and goodness she is 
rendered capable of enjoying Him. She has like- 
wise a diiscemment of what Blessed Margaret Mary* 
terms the sanctity of love^f she understands the 
just exactions of divine charity. In fine, the sacred 
flame that consumes her, gives her such intrepid 
courage and strength that she is ready to suffer tb 
thousand torments, and to lose a thousand liveif, 
for the love of this great God ; she is ready 16 
undertake the most extraordinary and difficult 
actions if she can thereby promote His glory. 

Such were the interior dispositions of Ann^ 
Madeleine, when all at once her superior put it 
veto upon h^t great austerities, her long watchings, 
fcer rigorous fasts, and fearful macerations. Thiii 
deeply pained her, but she submitted with the 
docility of a child. !the superior of the monas- 
tery at this epoch Was, as we have already saicT, 
Mere d'Orly^ de Saint Innocent. She was a 
religious of the monastery of Annecy, which is 

* Dion« Areop., de Theol, myd^ o. 1. In qnoting^ this 
Father of mystioal theology, we qaote all ffreat mysfcios, for 
instanoe, Iftt. John of the Crostt, the'Obscutis wight ofikeSottti 

t Liftf of the Blessed One\ writteii by hefs^. 
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eonsidered the mother house of the whole Order of 
St. Gliantal. She had been elected in 1719 by the 
Visitation of Marseilles, because^ as this house 
•prang direct from the mother house, it was 
eonsidered desirable for the better preservation of 
the spirit;, to elect a superior from among the 
worthiest subjects of the latter.* Mere Saint 
Innocent showed equal skill in directing the souls 
that were confided to her, and in governing the 
monastery with admirable wisdom, especially 
during the difficult time of the plague. She took 
the measure of forbidding the austerities of SoBur 
Bemusat, because she saw that her health was 
yisibly declIniDg. Through a design of Providence, 
she however permitted her some extraordinary 
penances when the Spirit of G-od inspired her 
daughter to ask for them. SoBur Anne Madeleine 
addressed herself indeed to her Divine Master, 
and complaining that she was not allowed to suffer 
sufficiently, she prayed Him to fasten her yet more 
closely to the cross. Jesus granted her prayer by 
increasing her infirmities and corporal sufferings, 
which the doctors could neither relieve nor under- 
stand. Interior pains were added to all her other 
tere ^n '; i"",' ^' '""'' ^" ^^^^^^^^ ^^** ttese latter 

lT.XZTvi° T*"' "; "■ "» ~"^ "^ -' 

aim was now fl , • r^"'^^ ^^' P^^«^«= *^«^> 

.in expiation of th • *"' *^®^ ^^""^ intended 

•Circular of the flr«* ^ ^"^^ ^^ account of which 

monastery of lilaraoilles, l.t May, 1721. 
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tlie di?ine High Friett immolated this pure 
Tictim. Whilst the surface of her soul was given 
oyer to pain and desolation, its centre remained 
united to God by the operation of God Himself.* 
Thus it was through a most special and exalted 
grace that the humble Visitandine was enabled to 
work in union with Jesus for the salvation of souls, 
and had her glorious share in the sufferings that 
Christ must still suffer in His mystical body for 
the formation of His Church.f 

Meanwhile the divine Master continued to make 
use of His faithful spouse for the transmission of 
His reproaches and His threats to certain souls. 
This was assuredly a glorious but most difficult 
mission, and it was the occasion of refined suffering 
to the generous soul. Her courage was rudely 
put to the proof. Sometimes, when the voice of 
our Lord made itself heard, she felt in the interior 
of her soul a violent repugnance to communicate 
the message ; but after what we have said, it were 
almost needless to .afiS,rm that the triumph of 
grace was secured beforehand, and the humility of 
the sister alone made her tremble. Another 
point of resemblance, moreover, between her and 
her predecessor Blessed Margaret Mary, was that 
although arrived at a very high degree of union 
with God, she had none the less to endure, 
through a special design of the divine Master, 
terrible revolts and repugnances. In order to 
* Vie, etc., o. 10. t CoIobb. i. 24. 
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triumph compteteTj OYet herself in thi^ wAtb&f^ 
ScDur Anne Madeleine made a to^ of perfectiaii, 
irith the AppTobtition of her director and he^ 
Buperior ; she tells ns of it in these words : '* Thii^ 
day, the 8th December, 17^7, the Fe^t of th6 
ImmaeaTateConeeption of the most Biessed Yirgin^ 
I hate, through the ins^iitton of gi^ace, engaged 
fnjself by vow to pray, suffer, and act according id 
the impulse of grace, for the benefit of the souls to 
whom God wills that my prityers and sufferings h6 
applied. I make this vow subject to the will tod 
with the full permission of my confessor and my 
superior, in order that they may dispense md 
therefrom, should it evef become an occasion o^ 
scruple or trouble to my soul. It seetned to me 
tliat God expected this vow from me, and that He 
has willed to strengthen, to purify, and to enKghteii 
me, in order to enable me to glorify fiimi as Hd 
wishes, in reparation for all the glory that He is 
deprived of by others. 

" 1 have understood aldo that f>y this means t 
shalt be enahled to overcome the repugnance to 
act that I feel on certain occasions, which proceeds 
from human prudence, and which has often made 
ine lose the effect of the light that has heen given 
me either for myself or otliers. I am then resolved, 
and I promise God to follow the impulse of grace 
blindry, reserving only to myself* the liherty o'f con- 
sulting the person He has given me as my gui^e 
on those oc<!^sions wherein He cxpfeets me to act ; 
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•t all oiher times, wbere I ba?e on! j to praj and 
•ttffer, I will abandon mjMlf entjrelj to His Spirit, 
ia order to Yosder Hi«i all tbe glorj that He 
sriabes from me* I alao beliere that it is He who 
has inspired me to take this engagement upon mj- 
•eU* l^ecaiMie He seems to have formed the tow in 
mj aovl In a manner worthy of Hiip, and which is 
aboTO sil that mj own industrj or applicatM>9 
could aocompliah. But O, mj soul, what k subject 
of .eonfttsion is not this for thee! I^ore alone 
ongbt to hare sufficed to incite thee to do thj 
dxdj, without the necessity of binding thee other- 
wise than by the bonds of charity. Thou, O my 
Gk>d, knoweat my weakness : strengtben me, imd 
make 'me worthy to aooompUsh all Ti^j 4esigns. 
Amen/'* 

Erom tiiait moment &e divine Master was un- 
reserved with the yietim of His Heart. He 
manifested to her the most intimate secrets of a ' 
BumlMT of eonscienoee, and He eonstaiutly made 
use of her as His messenger to those souls to 
whom He wielied to convey either warnings or 
eommands. This cost Anne Madeleine much 
pain. The rerelation alone of the sins of others 
and the ontrage done to God, gave inexpressible 
anguish to her soul, at once so losing and so 
refined in its delicacy. In addition to this, 6fa# 
drew -npon hersdf eufierings, i^ame, and diffi* 
eulties of all kinds, through tnuksmittieg the 
^ AooomA of ContciiaoSb 
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messages of her divine Master. But as we bave 
seen, the divine lore which consumed her, filled her 
with an immense zeal for the interests of the Sacred 
Heart, and her courage was equal to the most 
difficult undertakings. 

Most of the facts to which we here allude were 
of a nature to remain hidden, and are therefore 
unknown to us ; but there were some, such as the 
following, which became known. 4n ecclesiastic 
of apparent piety nourished in his soul feelings of 
revolt against the Church. Everything seems to 
indicate that he had been led astray by the 
Jaosenists. Although Anne Madeleine was well 
aware of the irascible and violent character of this 
misguided priest, she hesitated not to fulfil towards 
him the mission confided to her by her divine 
Master. Having succeeded in bringing him to the 
parlour, she received him with every mark of 
respect, knelt down before him, and begged of him 
with tears in her eyes to remember that time was 
short, and to attend without delay to the warning 
of Heaven. Instead of entering into himself with 
humility before Q-od, the priest at these words 
trembled with indignation at being found out. 
Infuriated with rage, he termed the gentle mes- 
Bengep of the Sacred Heart a visionary and a 
ypocrite, and circulated throughout the town the 
njost infamous assertions concerning her audacity 
*°J^^^^'<^Hapacter. 

® ftffaip xnade much noise. Some, knowing 
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the lioliness of Soeur de E^musat, doubted not that 
she had but followed the inspiration of Heaven. 
Others, unable to believe that a minister of the 
altar, whose life was apparently so pure, could be 
a hidden enemy of the Church, defended him at 
the expense of the humble Yisitandine. She 
meanwhile lost neither her peace nor her serenity. 
To all who questioned her, she contented herself 
with replying that if this priest did not correct 
himself he would die within three years. The 
prophecy was verified. The unfortunate man 
refused to be converted; he clung to his errors, 
and when the three years of respite had elapsed, 
he was attacked by a severe illness. The voice of 
charity then made itself heard by his bedside, but 
he refused to listen ; and thus he died, without 
giving any sign of repentance.* 

In the retirement of her cloister, SoBur Anne 
Madeleine grieved deeply when she heard this 
sad news. What a sorrowful mission was hers I 
But also, at other times, what a mission of consola- 
tion ! May this sublime mission be continued in 
our days by all the generous souls who, veiling 
their faces before the awful sanctity of God, 
grieve at the foot of the altar over the ingratitude 
of men, and the outrages that are committed 
against His infinite Efanctity. May they pray 
unceasingly, and be prodigal of their tears and 
sufferings for the souls that wander far from the 
• Fitf, etc., 0. 10. 
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iource of life, in order that, escaping the second 
death, they may glorify throughput eternity the 
mercies of tlie Heart of Jesui. 

Meanwhile the apostolate of SoBur Anne Made- 
leine became daily more fruitful. A nun living 
retired in a cloister at Miarseilles is indirectly 
reproved by her concerning the cowardly and 
guilty life tliat she hid under the appearance of 
virtue ; entering into her^ejf, she humbly acknow- 
ledges that the holy Yi«itandiae is enlightened 
from on high, and does penance for her faults. A 
vast number of pious persons consult Anne Made- 
leine concerning their interior life -, she discloses to 
them their o^ost secret thoughts, and reads the very 
depths of their souls, and under her guidance they 
aim at and obtain a higlier degree of perfection. 

Yet more touching is it to see the eminent 
minister of the sanctuary placing all his con&dence 
in the confidant of the Sacred Heart. She at 
^nce discloses to him his most secret thoughts, 
his projects of perfectio4, and the obstacles that 
he meets with; in a word, all the moat intimjOkte 
operations of his soul. Listening to her exliorta- 
tiona^ the venerable prelate works with fresh 
ardour at his perfection, and dies a little later on 
a most holy death. Soeur Anne Madeleine was 
amazed at the success of her apostolate. She 
attributed all the glory to G-od, then, clinging yet 
closer to the cross whence she drew all her 
strength, she cried out : '* Great riches are al« 
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tiebed to tUf >Ute of ■affering, both for me and 
for all those for whom Gk>d willa me to pmy. 
Now more tiiaa erer has He placed in m j handa 
tiie interests of His glory, and I must uphold tiiem 
aeeording to the light and strength that He gifes 
me."* 

Abondantiy did she reeeiTe this light and 
strength. She then asked of GK>d one of two 
things: either that the knowledge Hegare her to 
be transmitted to others shoold prodnee in them the 
effect that He wished^ or else that her declaratioa 
of it shoold cover her with confusion, in order that 
she might find in her own hnmiliation wherewith 
to confound the enemy. Yery often this last 
gr^ce was granted to her. More than once, bitter 
words and reproaches, and eyen insults, were hew 
only reception. Ear from murmuring, she rejoiced 
thereat, and offered up to her Lord these precious 
trials, in order to obtain help for the souls who 
were thus resisting grace. She desired that the 
Heart of the divine King might find in the humilia- 
tion of His servant some compensation for the 
glory of which B^ was deprived by those who 
were deaf to His voice. Whilst she thus immo- 
lated herself for the guilty, she did not forget the 
virtuous souls who in great numbers had recourse 
to her counsels. The supernatural light which- 
never failed her enabled her to guide them along 
the way of perfection up to the very altar of 
a Account of Conscience j Life, eto.j o. 10. 
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sacrifice. In tlieir trials she consoled them ; and 
when, in the wonnded Heart of Christ, thej had 
learnt to love the cross, she showed them that 
suffering was the sacred seal with which G-od dis- 
tinguished His friends; and mounting still higher, 
she taught them that suffering endured for Jesus 
is the only thing that can sweeten life to the soul 
that loves.* 

Such was the crowning point of the mission of 
Anne Madeleine. Glancing now retrospectively 
at the life that is so near its end, we must place 
the virgin of Marseilles among those apostolic 
women whom Providence raises up from time to 
time, to be the helpers and servants of the priests 
hood. Por, as St^ iC'rancis de Sales affirms, though 
women are incapable of the apostolic dignity on 
account of their sex, they are nevertheless capable 
in some measure of the apostolic office, and thej 
may render much service to God, procuring in 
certain ways the advancement of His glory, like 
the apostles.t This has been a subject of admira- 
tion from the very birth of the Church. Who 
does not remember the floclk of holy women who 
seconded with so much zeal the works of the 
apostles, and many of whom are mentioned in the 
Epistle to the Bomans? Phoebe the deaconess, who 
assisted the saints ;t Priscilla, who together with 
her husband Aquilas, became the helpmate of St« 

• See one of her letters quoted in her life, o. 10, 
t Entretiexis Spiritaels, Entret. yu X ^m« zvi, 1, S. 
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Paul in the service of Jesus Christ, and who, not 
content with giving up her house for the oele* 
bration of the sacred mysteries amidst the assembly 
of the Christians, exposed also her life for the 
apostle, earning thereby the gratitude of all the 
churches;* Mary, w^ho worked for the Christians of 
Some; Tryphena, Tryphosa, and Fersidus;t Julia, 
and the sister of Nereus, who did great things for 
the service of the Lord ; finally, Junius, J who with 
Andronica, was great among the apostles, after 
having had the glory of sharing the captivity of 
Faul.§ These noble helpmates of the apostolate 
were succeeded in subsequent ages by other women, 
who had received a similar mission from Heaven ; 
for instance, Catherine of Sienna, Theresa, Mar- 
garet Mary. Among these apostolic souls we 
must rank Anne Madeleine, She was most truly 
a help to the priesthood, inasmuch as she con- 
tinually offered up her prayers and sufferings for 
the ministers of the sanctuary, in order that the 
grace of God might be poured upon their apostolic 
works; and she was the constant recipient of 
supernatural light to be transmitted to them.|| 
• Bom. xvx. 3, 4. f Ibid., 6. I Ibid., 12 and 15. 
§ Bom. rvi. 12, 15. Some commentators speak of Jnnins aa 
B man, because of these expressions of the apostle, which 
cannot, they say, be applied to a woman: We do not agree 
with this explanation, bat with many others, we think that, 
interpreted in our way, the passage can perfectly be applied 
to a woman, I 

II 7w, etc., 0, 12 and 18. For instance, Pere Oirard, S.J., 
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Also If as slie a coadjator of the priesthood^ because 
she immolated herself constantly for the salfatioa 
of sinners, and exercised a spiritual maternity oyer 
a great number of souls; because the Bishop of 
Marseilles had frequent recourse to her counsel 
and supernatural lights in the most important 
circumstances, as much for the goyernment of his 
diocese as for his own conduct ;* and that more 
than once she was charged to transmit the wishes 
of Heavent to this great bishop ; and above all, 
• because Providence had associated her with him in. 
the work of the solemn consecration of the episcopal 
town to the Heart of Jesus Christ. This resumes 
the whole life of Anne Madeleine, and shows the 
characteristic feature of her beautiful mission. 

Nothing now remains but to describe the last 
days upon earth of this great soul. The. hour of 
her deliverance approached, and it seemed as if 
Christ would spare nothing in order to ornament 
His faithful spouse, and make her worthy of His 

direotor of the Bister after the death of Fdro Milley, received 
onoe a note from the sister which shows ns the spiritiial 
anion existing between these two sonls, and the lights that 
each received for the other. In this note the sister told the 
venerable religioas that onr Lord asked of him a spiiit of 
annihilatioii, that he shonld be dead to self, and continnally 
dependent on grace. 

• One day Monseignenr da Belsnnoe hesitated to talta m 
Journey. The sister assured him, on the part of our Lord, 
that the result would be saooessfol* and the piophec^.wM. 
exactly verified. 

t VUit eto.« loe. oit« Letter of Monseignenr de Belsonosp 
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mofit pure eyes. At the eommeDcement of a 
retreat, is order to prepare her for aerapbic con- 
templation, He ravished her and inundated her 
with a dazzling light. Tiiis is her own account of 
the matter: ''On the first day of mj retreat, 
during the morning meditation, I found myself all 
at once in the presence of the three adorable 
Persons of the Trinity ; and following the inspira- 
tion that I had, I begged Them to bless my 
retreat, and to fill every moment of it. At the 
Isame instant my soul was surrounded with the 
power of the Father, as with a thick cloud, that 
hid me entirely from myself, and. also from all 
created things, in order that I might be only 
susceptible of the impressions whereby I was to 
attain to the profound knowledge of what God is 
in Himself. Then it seemed to me that our Lord 
Jesus Christ addressed me thus : ' No one knows 
the Son but the Father, and no one knows the 
Father but the Son, and him to whom the Son 
wills to make Him known.' 

••I understood that our Lord willed to give me 
an infinitely purer knowledge of His Father and 
of Himself than all that I had known until that 
day. And as I could not contain such rich 
treasures in myself. He opened to me His bosom, 
in order that in Him and by Him I might be able 
to sustain them. How admirable were the secrets 
that it was given to me to know in and by this 
adorable bosom ! Canst thou, my soul, speak 
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worthily of them ? O no, my Q-od, to Thee alone 
doth it belong to reveal Thy own marvels. All that 
I understood of Thee is that I am not capable of 
understanding Thee. Thou hast willed to divinise 
my soul, so to say, by transforming it into Thyself, 
after having destroyed its individual form."* 

St. Francis de Sales distinguishes between the 
ecstasy of the understanding and the ecstasy of 
the wilL One is in splendour, the other in fer- 
vour ; one is by way of admiration, the other by 
devotion. ""When/* he adds, "it pleases the 
divine goodness to give to our understanding some 
special light whereby it is enabled to contem- 
plate the divine mysteries with an extraordinary 
and most high contemplation, then, seeing more 
beauty than it has before even imagined, it enters 
into admiration, « • . and in as far as this 
admiration, when it is strong, holds us above and 
outside ourselves by the lively attention and 
application of our understanding to heavenly 
things, it puts us, in consequence, into an extasy."t 
These words explain the sublime state of Anne 
Madeleine. Looking upon a ray of the unspeak- 
able beauty of God, her understanding is ravished, 
and because, according to the doctrine of St. John, 
the apparition of Q-od makes us like to Q-od,t 

• Account of Conscience. 

t Treatise on the Lore of God, book VIE., c: 4, 

X 1 St, Joan. ii. 
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Ae feels lieraelf raised in this rarishment to the 
resemblance of God Himself* 

In the course of the year 1728, towards the time 
of the Assumption, M^re Nogaret, who had been 
re-elected superior^ confided to Soeur de B^musat 
the charge of housekeeper ^ There was assuredly 
a dispensation of Providence in this appointment : 
for on the one hand it was entirely opposite to all 
the tastes of Scdur Anne Madeleine, and on the 
other, she was so weak that she was obliged to 
support herself by leaning against the walls while 
making the round of the house. It was hoped, and 
the sister shared the expectation, that God would 
work a miracle, and let her recover her healfch«ia 
the employment which vvould, naturally speaking, 
have completed its ruin. Soeur de E6musat shall 
tell us here herself that the divine Master did not 
fail to work this marvel. " In my greatest occu- 
pations," she says, "I feel neither any diflEiculty 
nor any pain, and I am as much occupied with 
God as in the time of prayer. I never have the 
slightest doubt as to what t ought to do or to 
leave undone. 1?he Spirit of God deigns to prompt 
me in all my duties, and He enables me to fulfil 
them so perfectly that there is no room for fear. 
Generally speaking, 1 am completely occupied and 
filled with the plenitude of God ; this ravishment 
of the soul extends to the body, which is strength, 
ened for the employment that God has given me, 
in a way that I do not fear to term miraculous. 
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I suffer more than erer, bat aH the same I c<m«* 
tinae my way ; I have eren been inspired to ask 
ear rer ered mother to permit me to go to matms, 
which I hare not done for eight years. Ood 
seems to will that His strength should shine forth 

in my wealmess "* 

She says again : *^ My heart is always solitary, 
and it ceases not to pray amidst a multitude of 
occupations and cares calculated to absorb mind 
and body. Concerning the body, nothing is more 
astonishing than the way in which God comes to 
its assistance. If I have any hard woi^ to do 
that requires strength, that strength is giren to 
me, but only for the time in which it is required, 
and afterwards I fall back into my preyious state 
of weakness and languor. This experience, many 
times repeated, has emboldened me to take nearly 
everything upon myself, or rather upon the 
strength that Qod has given me, without fear, and 
without having recourse to the assistance of any 

one."t 

Another time she wrote : " My interior occupa- 
tion is always the same ; it ever seems to gain 
strength in the dissipation inseparable from such 
an employment. God communicates Himself, and 
permits that He should be found everywhera On 
the day of the great Peast of the Sacred Hem^ 
that we have just been keeping, I was overwhelmed 
with His merciefl ; it seemed to me that the Heart 
s Aoconnt of Consolenoe. ( Ibid. 
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tektiy Its riches into my heart. • • • Icatmol 
find expressions to make known all that God 
deigns to operate in me. My soul is in extreme 
astonishment at beholding all that is shown to it, 
ivithont, nererthelessy leaving the bonndaries of 
fidth ; it is as if God oTorflowed into mj soul and 
•Ten into my body. • • • 

'*I can scarcely any longer pray without finding 
myself in a kind of rapture, which renders me 
incapable of attending to anything that passes 
without. There is nothing TioIent>r faroubling in 
tiiis rapture, but it is a satisfaction, a plenitude, 
which renders the soul powerless to receire any- 
thing that is giren to it, sare from within. . • • 
I lire, by the grace of God, and by the strength of 
His operation, in a state of continual consumma* 
tion both in soul and body. God is my light and 
my occupation; I know none other. The constant 
sight of what God is purifies my soul in such 
measure as to prepare it, from moment to moment, 
for an increase of knowledge and lore ; these graces 
bear with them I know not wLat fire, which purifies 
and prepares the way for them.'^* 

These last lines show us how the rayishment of 
tiie will often accompanies the rsTishment of the 
tmderstanding. ^ These two faculties,'' says St. 
Vrancis of Sales, ** communicate to each other 
their ra? ishments ; the splendour of Beauty makes 
V Aoooimt of ConBcknoe. 
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U8 look at it, and loye makes us loye it."* This 
18 what is Been in SoDnr Anne Madeleine. Whilst 
the eye of her intelligence is fixed firmly on 
ineffable splendonrs, her soul, trembling under the 
diyine touch, tastes a sweetness which delights and 
satisfies her. But yet, because this spouse of 
Jesus is also the victim of His Sacred Hearty 
the sacrifice must be completed. This is what we 
are about ,to contemplate. Anne Madeleine is 
always fastened to the altar, and there, under the 
hand of her divine Sacrificer, she undergoes for 
the glory of the Holy Trinity an admirable con- 
summation of her whole being. The essence of 
sacrifice consists precisely in a certain destruction 
and transforriiation of the victim in honour of the 
Most High. This was seen on Calvary, when 
Jesus Christ, the supreme High Priest of the law 
of grace, immolated the great Victim of the One 
true Sacrifice, that is to say. His Sacred Body, 
which was annihilated in the Passion, consumed 
by the fire of the Holy Spirit, and despoiled of a 
life subject to infirmities, in order to be clothed 
with a new life in the splendours of the Besurrec- 
tioUk This sacrifice is repeated in a mystical 
manner on the altars of earth, and will be eternally 
celebrated in a glorious manner on the high altar 
of heaven. But in this sublime function Christ 
offers to the divine Majesty, not only His natural 
body, but also His mystical body : that is to say, 
• treatise on the Love of Qod, book VH. o, 5. 
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tbe assembly of tHe elect. The natural body of 
JesuSy together with His mystical body, form the 
whole victim, that He will eternally sacrifice to 
His Father on the sublime altar of heaven. This 
sacrifice begins here below. By the operation of 
grace, our earthly life is mortified and in some 
measure destroyed^ to give place to a higher life 
in us, which is a participation of the theandric life 
of Jesus. We undergo a sort of combustion of 
our beiug by the fire of heaven, that is to say, by 
the fire of divine love. And finally, when death 
arrives, a complete destruction and true trans- 
formation of our being takes place; we are im- 
molated to the glory of our great God. When 
all the elect shall have passed through the flame of 
this holocaust, when the end of all things shall 
have arrived, the mystical body of Christ will 
have attained the predestined number, and the 
ofiering that this divine High Priest is to present 
to His Father will be perfected. Then for ever 
we shall be united to our Head in the light of 
heaven ; we shall be set as precious stones in His 
priestly robes, prefigured in the Old Law by the 
robe of the High Priest, whereon the twelve tribes 
of Israel were represented as an image of the 
universality of souls.* Under this triumphal 
robe of His priesthood, the Heart of the sovereign 

• See " Ulary and the Priesthood," o. 8 and 0, wherein 
these thoughts are developed more fnllj, supported by texts 
from Scripture and from the Fathers, 
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fiftcrificer wiU eternally beat in an ecstasy of 1ot6 
and homage to the adorable Trinity. These 
beaatifal truths mast be borne in mind in studying 
the operations of Jesus on the souls that He has 
chosen for His victims. The dime Master, in His 
character of High Priest is now, as we shall see, 
about to consume His gen^ous spouse in the 
iames of His love, and He will confer upon her a 
•ublime grace that shall make her worthy to be 
ranked alongside of a Catherine of Siennai a 
Theresa, and a Margaret Mary. This is how »he 
relates it herself : *' It seemed to me," she said, "as 
if my being was about to be lost and annihilated, 
in order to giro place to the new being that G-od 
formed in me. During this enjoyment of G-od 
Himself, my soul was, as it were, separated from 
my body. I understood that when Qod shows to 
a creature something of His essence. He begins 
by raising it above humanity, in order that the 
light may penetrate through fewer obstacles, and 
may be receired in all its fulness, 't cimnot 
describe the effects of this in the interior, but 
God has been pleased to accompany them with a 
sensible proof of His love. It seemed to ine that 
our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to me, and that, 
taking away my heart. He placed it in His own, 
which appeared as an ardent furnace, and that my 
Jieart placed therein was instantly changed into 
ffire. He then restored my heart to its natural 
place, and I felt a pain like to that experienced 




y^l^gle 
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wben fire aad iron are applied to some part of tbo 
Vod J, with this difference, that the painful openu 
tion was accompanied with a tweetness that I 
eannot describe."* 

This signal favoar was granted to the pions 
Tisitandine on the day of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Yirgin, and probablj in the year 1729. 
Anne Madeleine tells ns of the ardour that filled 
ber when her heart was restored to her, all burning 
from its momentary sojourn in the Heart of he? 
Spouse ; but she omits to tell us that the flames 
of dirine loye made an opening for tliemselves, and 
that eyen when healed, and after her death, thia 
wound was still to be seen in the form of a heart 
vpon her bosom. She confided this secret only to 
her superiors, but it has been presented to us 
through the traditions of the monastery, and a 
yisit to h^r precious remains has verified the fact.f, 
It was indeed a beautiful design of Providence 
that the apostle of the wounded Heart of Jesus 
should ha?e her own heart wounded, and should 
bear upon her heart the image of the adorable 
wound of her Spouse. 

But let ns listen to the sister relating the maru 
yellous effects of these last graces : " The most 
hidden mysteries seemed no longer obscure : I be* 
held them in a clear light, freed fron the least 
shade of doubt. I feel a fire wlach penetrates to 
tiie i^ery ma^ow of my bones, and makes me su£bv 

^AtBooimt of 'Consoienos. t Fie, ete., ^ ll. 
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in a manner known to Qod alone. Erery moment 
there is given to me, by means of this fire, a new 
grace, and a purer light to see G-od as He is. 
• • • The fire with which G-od bnrns me is so 
violent that it seems to me that the application of 
natural fire would be nothing in comparison to 
my sufferings. For some little time past, reverend 
father, God appears to pour into my heart, and 
iuto all the powers of my soul, a divine principle, 
that concentrates, elevates, and dilates them, in 
order to render them capable of receiving the goods 
that He deigns to impart. These goods lose none 
of their purity from being received in a corrupt 
nature : but by the infinite goodness of God, and 
by the thanksgiving that the creature makes in 
referring them to Him, they always remain as 
they were when they left His bosom, and in like 
manner do they so return to Him who gave them, 
God has deigned to introduce this criminal nothings 
ness into His adorable bosom, in order that by 
this sort of divinisation a proportionate glory 
might be formed in me. His riches are poured 
forth upon my soul in a resistless torrent that 
carries all before it, without, however, either effort 
or violence. All is done peacefully, because 
the passage is open and the obstacles raised; 
and whereas before the light seemed to produce 
darkness in my soul, on account of its weakness, 
and that it still needed to be purified ; the soul it 
noW| on the^ contraryt able to sustain in some 
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meafiure the weight of the xnajestj of Ood, and the 
splendour of His glory, no longer bj the lights of 
faith, but by a clearness of vision which has giren 
it a kind of foretaste of the beatific yision, more 

fitted for heaven than for earth That 

which astonishes me beyond measure is, that the 
depth of. my soul is occupied with God in such a 
manner as not to be hindered in the least by the 
impressions from without. So completely is my 
soul thus occupied and filled, that it has no longer 
any eyes or room for anything external. God 
ma^es Himself understood no longer by words that 
seem to flow from Him, but by a knowledge drawn 
from His bosom, and that is Himself as He is. 

" The light that He sends in words shows His 
will, but this light also executes His will in a 
manner worthy of Him. Some days ago, in the 
parlour, I was suddenly ravished in this manner ; 
I was enabled, however, to conceal the fact from 
others, and they only perceived that I could 
scarcely reply, or pay any attention to what was 
said to me. I suffered much from the violent efforts 
that I made, and was at length obliged to leave 
the room. If this continues, reverend father, it 
will cause my death : but oh, in what a beautiful 
manner I These attacl^s are so strong that I can-* 
not resist them, and wherever they come upon me 
I am compelled to succumb, and am quite unable 
to prevent' their external effect^. The other day, 
when the priest gave me the Sacred Host, a lively 
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knowledge wm Touchsafed to my soul of the com* 
pliboeDcy taken therein bj the Three Persons of 
tha H0I7 Trinitj; They manifested to me the 
immense riches that They possess in Their unity. 
• • • • It was impossible for me to leave the 
oommnnion grating ; happily no one else wished 
to communicate; but all the remainder of the 
community were in the choir. I remained in this 
condition for more than an houry and the impres- 
sion of this grace lasted nearly all day, as did 
likewise the state of exhaustion to which it re- 
duced me. Thus did G-od disclose Himself to His 
creature! How have I merited that He should 
thus manifest Himself to me, and what can I 
do for Him P • . • Would that I could draw 
aJl hearts to Him I I was, as it were» surrounded 
and penetrated [with the glory of God, who has 
made me participate in the knowledge whereby 
He knows Himself, and in the love wherewith He 
loves. Himself. I have understood, but in a way 
that is beyond all expression, that the Three 
adorable Persons of the Trinity have operated new 
things in me, and have contracted with me an 
alliance of love and of mercy. I do not know how 
It is that these views and impressions have lasted ;; 
all that I know is, that the senses have had no 
part therein. Everything has been accompanied 
^ith such great clearness and certitude, that it ia 
^ longer possible for me to have the least doubt 
?*^c^ning the truth of the things that have been 
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eotnmnnicated to me, God has, in His mercy^ 
made me see and taste the properties of His 
goodness, of His power. His wisdom. His glorj, 
and His other divine perfections. It is an abyss 
of delight which is all the greater and more excel- 
lent, in that it is contained in the simple view, if 
I may so. express myself, of the essence of Qod." 

'^God has sometimes made me participate,'* 

she wrote again, "in the glory that the angels find 
ill Him* This participation this year, was more 
abundant on the day of their feast. It seemed to 
me that, together, in the same light, we drank from 
His bosom, and were together ravished before the 
object of onr mutual glory and love. The guar- 
dian angels of my sisters were more present to me 
than to them, but in a spiritual manner, which 
made me feel throughout the day absorbed in a 
torrent of delight."* 

In another extasy our Lord Jesus Christ 
deigned to manifest to Soour Anne Madeleine 
the riches of His blood, and its application to 
souls. She thus relates this vision: "At the 
commencement of my prayer I felt God drawing 
to Himself all the powers of my soul; my senses 
were almost lifeless, and incapable of receiving 
any impression from without. Then, by a purely 
spiritual vision, I saw our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
deigned to show Himself to me in His Humanity, 

• Aooonnt of ConseieBos. 
IS oa 
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and presenting to me His Hearfc, He permitted 
me to penetrate into Its secrets and mysteries: 
from this Heart there flowed forth a great abun« 
dance of blood upon me and upon my actions, 
which, by Tirtue of this blood, were no longer 
defective in the eyes of God. Although this sight 
was so striking, it seemed to me that I was solely 
occupied with the riches of the difinity, which 
resided in the adorable Heart of my Saviour. He 
disclosed to me His mercies towards my soul, and 
towards a great number of persons for whom He 
wills that I should pray. I begged of Him to let 
this blood flow upon all for whom He makes me 
intercede; but among all whom I presented to 
Him, one alone received it in the measure that 
He wished to impart it to them. I perceived then 
the various obstacles that prevented these souls 
from receiving the full measure of His mercies, 
and God appeared to find in me the glory that 
they refused to render Him. Erom that time it 
seemed to me that I no longer acted, save by a 
divine principle, that ordained and regulated all 
my movements, and likewise enabled me to fulfil 
perfectly all my exterior duties without any 
special application on my own part." 

"The same object," she wrote shortly afteri 
*'has presented itself to me a second time, in a 
still clearer and more marked manner ; with this 
diflerence, that whilst on the first occasion the 
Blood of my Saviour Jesus shed Itself upon mOi 
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and upon my actions, I have this time been per* 
mitted myself to draw, from this adorable Blood, 
the light, the strength, and the life of God Ilim- 
self. The three divine Persons have deigned to 
contract a new and eternal alliance with me; I 
have been plunged, as it were, in the glory that 
surrounds the throne of the majesty of God, and I 
have heard these words addressed to me by the 
blessed spirits : * Happy are the eyes that have 
seen what you seel' I received an assurance, 
moreover, that, notwithstanding any exterior duty 
that obedience may require, I shall never lose, 
during my life, the light and occupation that our 
Lord makes me draw in His Blood."* 

ScBur Anne Madeleine had one last point of 
resemblance with her divine Master : it was given 
to her to consummate her sacrifice at thirty-three 
years of age. Erom the time of her entry into the 
monastery, she had constantly said that she would 
die at that age, but her companions had attached 
no importance to her words. Par otherwise was 
it, however, when, in the middle of a recreation, 
in the first days of her thirty-third year, she ez« 
claimed suddenly in an extatic transport : ** I shall 

die this year. Oh how delightful to die at 

thirty- three years of age I"t 

These words spread alarm throughout the mon- 
astery, especially when a few days after they 

* Aooonnt of Coasdenoe. f Vie, etc., o. 12. 
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teemed about to be Terifled bj the dangerous 
fever that laid Anne Madeleine on her bed. Tears 
and prayers flowed around her : she, on the con- 
trary, saw death approaching with the utmost 
serenity. But the hour of sacrifice had not yet 
sounded ; G-od hearkened to the grief-laden pray- 
ers of the nuns, and soon Anne Madeleine was 
sufficiently recovered to write as follows to her 
director, P^re Girard: ''I have no desire, Bev- 
erend Pather, either for life or for death : I have 
only a momentary feeling at times, that it would 
be sweet to spend my thirty-third year, which is 
but now beginning, in suffering, and thus to crown 
all the years of my life. But I da not dwell upon 
this thought, neither will I shrink from work, 
however long and painful, if such be the will of 
our Lord." 

The joy of the venerable nuns of the monastery 
was great when they saw their beloved sister re- 
covered from her alarming illness, and occupied 
as heretofore with all her numerous duties. They 
thanked God fervently for having preserved to 
their love her who had become for all a model of 
the virtues of the religious life, and a lively im- 
^S^ of the meek and humble Heart of Jesus 
Christ. Alas! brief was the duration of their 
joy. "Whilst they all deemed Anne Madeleine 
Perfectly well, she, on the contrary, felt that her 
"/^"^S^h was ebbing away. She said one day to 
® "^'ter who had charge of the wardrobe : "Why, 
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dear sister, bave you made me a new babit? I 
sball not live to wear it out, and otbers maj npt 
perbaps like to wear it after me." She said to 
another sister, to whom she bad been appointed 
spiritual assistant : " Ah I poor sister, you will soon 
lose your assistant." She was then undergoing 
an excess, botb of suflfering and of divine consola- 
tions, whicb completely exhausted her. Like St. 
Teresa, she could neitber speak of God, nor hear 
Him spoken of, without an emotion of love that 
she could not suppress. Aod yet, of what else 
could she speak, or what could otbers speak of 
before ber, save only of the Sacred Heart that sbe 
loved ? More tban once, therefore, she was obliged 
to leave the refectory or the assembly room, in 
order to relieve ber beart by giving free vent to 
ber tears. "I do not think," said sbe one day, 
** that I shall be able much longer to bear these 
attacks : but the holy will of God be done." 

To these presentiments of ber approaching end, 
Jesus often added assurances to His beloved 
spouse of the glory that was prepared for ber. 
"More and more frequent, and more perfect,'^ 
wrote sbe, " are the assurances that God gives me 
of the glory that He reserves for me in heaven. 
In His mercy He bas made me see and taste the 
properties of His goodness, of His power, of His 
wisdom, of His glory, and of all His other divine 
perfections : it is an abyss of delights, that are all 
the greater and more excellent in that tbey are 
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contained in ibe sole and aimple Tievr of tbo 
etience of God.'* 

We come at length to the last lines that were 
traced bj the hand of the reyered sister, and 
were addressed to the director of her conscience. 
They show in an admirable manner how completely 
the difine life had become her life. '* How admir* 
able is G-od in His conduct towards me I How 
infinite His mercies towards this criminal nothing, 
sess I I life, by the strength of His operation, in 
a state of continual extremity in body and in souL 
I feel, reverend father, that all my senses and 
erery action is ruled and controled by a Divine 
Being, who directs them in a manner that I 
neither can nor wish to understand. God is my 
light, my occupation, and my life ; I know none 
other. 

'' It seems to me sometimes that I suffer much ; 
but, generally speaking, I neither regard suffering 
nor enjoyment. Every distinct object seems 
absorbed in the continual vision that God gives me 
of what He is. This view brings great purity 
to the soul, and disposes it to increase from 
one moment to another in knowledge and in love ; 
this is not even hindered by the multitude of my 
infidelities, for God takes care to efface them by 
the simultaneous light and grief that He gives me 
concerning them. Every day I perceive more 
clearly, reverend father, that, as you have pointed 
out to me, there is still much to give, and more to 
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receive. For this you tell me that life is neces- 
earj ;. be it bo. Bat beg of our Lord to hasten the 
completion of His work, and not to permit that I 
ehould retard it in the least."* 

The work to which Sosur Anne Madeleine alluded 
was already indeed completed. The bride of the 
Lamb had prepared herself, and the hour of the 
eternal nuptials had arri?ed.t The signal for her 
departure came at the end of January, 1730, in 
the form of a spitting of blood that left her almost 
lifeless. On hearing of this accident, M&re 
Nogaret hastened to the assistance of her spiritual 
daughter, and placed her in the infirmary, then 
presided over by Anne Yictoire S^musat, the sister 
of the invalid. Sorrow filled all hearts. But it was 
etill hoped that the evil might be averted, and the 
absence of any bad symptom increased this 
expectation. G-od even seemed to bless the tender 
cares that were lavished on His servant, for on the 
Sunday within the octave of St. Francis of Sales, 
Anne Madeleine had regained her strength suffi« 
ciently to be able to rise and even go to the 
chap'el. But the cold struck her, and a severe 
chill was the result. The doctor still averred 
that there was no cause for alarm ; but Anne 
Madeleine was convinced that her end approached^ 
and she spoke of it to her mother and sisters, who 

e Acoonnt of Consoience ; VU, etc., o. 13. 
t Apoo. six. 7i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



200 AVn KABKLEin BK BKinrSAT. 

tM with eaeh other in their eagemeM to hear 
and profit bj her last exhortations. 

The divine Spouse, who so fallj possessed this 
beloTod Tirgin^ was pleased to lea?e her upon the 
crosa during these last preeious moments, in order 
that to the final sigh she might fulfil her glorions 
mission of victim. He permitted therefore thick 
darkness to enrelop her interior powers, so that 
she was deprired of the joy that she would other- 
wise have felt at the sight of her approaching 
deliverance. To these mental pains were added 
sharp bodily sufferings, that were not even allayed 
by the wasting away of her strenglh. The fever 
which consumed her, joined to the ardour of her 
love, was like a devouring fire within her. But 
heavenly peace and serenity reigned upon her 
countenance, and whilst her sisters watered with 
their tears this bed of suffering, she poured out 
her whole soul to her venerable superior in these 
beautiful words : '* I could not have believed, dear 
mother, that GK>d would have been so gracious as 
to thus let me suffer up to the last. All is crucified 
in ma I suffer, dearest mother, more than I can 
express. Pray, I beseech you, that I may corres* 
pond with this grace."*^ 

Death meanwhile rapidly approached. We 

cannot do better here than retrace the exact 

words in which the compiler of the life of Soeur 

Anne Madeleine has described her last houra. 

• Ffi,oto.,o.lS. 
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She dwelt in the same monastery that was sancti* 
fied by the presence of Anne Madeleine, and she 
piously collected all the traditions concerning this 
great soul. Her account of the closing scene is 
redolent of the ardour of sanctity that is exhaled 
by a dying saint. " On the 14th of February," she 
relates, ** Soeur Anne Madeleine felt her life failing, 
and asked Mere Nogaret to summon the reverend 
father rector of the Society of Jesus, in whom she 
had perfect confidence. When he came, she 
requested him to receive a general confession of 
her life. The father, knowing perfectly well the 
purity |of her soul, for she had frequently con- 
fessed to him, at first refused, alleging her state of 
excessive languor: but our beloved sister answered 
with mingled energy and respect : ' God is just, 
father, and I am a sinner. Believe me. He asks 
this of me/ Unwilling to contradict her, the 
reverend father consented to her wish, and ad- 
mired, while he listened to her confession, the calm 
of her soul, and the exact precision with which she 
expressed herself. After receiving absolution, she 
remained absorbed in G-od for a considerable space 
of time. The reverend father remained motionless, 
filled with admiration at this touching spectacle, 
and fearing to interrupt the sacred and solemn 
communications of the Spouse at the approach of 
the supreme moment. When she came to herself, 
he asked her in what manner her soul had been 
occupied* * Father/ she' replied, with inflamed 
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countenance, ' how great are the mercies of God ! 
Speak to me of the Heart of Jesus. • • / The 
father found no difficulty in acceding to her 
request; his own heart was full to overflowing. 
After satisfying her wishes, he blessed her, and 
withdrew, promising to return early on the follow- 
ing day. It is to be remarked, that from her 
childhood S(9ur Anne Madeleine had always been 
directed by the religious of the Company of Jesus* 
On her entry into her first monastery she had the 
consolation of seeing that her sup^iors shared her 
feelings of esteem and confidence towards this 
Society. These excellent fathers also considerably 
assisted her in propagating devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, and Gtod allowed her the grace of 
being assisted by them up to the last. She had 
not yet received the last Sacraments: towards 
midnight, as her strength was completely failing 
her, she said with great calmness to her sister, the 
infirmarian: *My sister, I feel that I am dying. 
• • . • Let them bring me quickly the last 
Sacraments.' 

'* It was considered advisable, however, to wait 
until morning. In the interval* some words 
escaped her indicative of a fear of the judgments 
of God : but soon the sweet serenity and joy that 
reappeared upon her countenance, testified that 
love had triumphed over fear. Seeing the sisters 
around her weeping bitterly, she said to them: 
'Do not weep, I beg of you* dear sisters; we must 
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only tliak of sabmifcting with love to the will of our 
God.' The sister who had been appointed her 
assistant in the housekeeping, and who had a 
special lo?e for her, drew nigh to her bed, and 
asked her not to forget her before God. * How 
could I forget jou, my beloved sister/ she replied 
in the most touching manner, ' how could I forget 
you to whom I owe so much ?* 

" The furnace of love which consumed her be- 
came meanwhile more and more ardent in proper- 
tion as the end approached. Ko longer able to 
contain her transports, she broke forth in burning 
words at beholding the Spouse coming so quickly 
towards her, coming hastily across the hills. At 
four o'clock in the morning she was sinking rapidly, 
and at her request holy Yialicum was adminis- 
tered. Eavished out of herself at the sight of the 
Beloved of her soul, she exclaimed : ' Is it then true 
that this is the happy moment when I am to lose 
myself in the Sacred Heart of Jesus P I am but 
a sinner, but I trust that He will show mercy to 
me.' 

" Turning then to her sisters, she said to them : 
'Bejoice at my happiness, beloved sisters. The 
reign of sin is about to be destroyed in me.' Then 
she renewed her vows, in accordance with our 
custom, after having humbly asked pardon of the 
community for her pretended bad example, and of 
her superior for her want of submission. They 
knew well that she had ever been the best of 
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daughters and the most exemplary of elsters. 
Inexpressible were the general grief and emotion. 
After she had received the divine Host, her heart 
relieved itself in transports of love, until her soul 
took flight and was united to the adorable Heart 
of Jesus. She expired at five o'clock in the 
morning. Kneeling beside her mortal remains 
our sisters recited, in accordance with her recom- 
mendation, the Litanies of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. Already on her countenance were reflected 
the joys of the eternal kingdom: and a whisper of 
beatitude seemed to fill the monastery. The 
sisters could not take their gaze from off the 
belo\'ed face. She died on the 16th February, 
1730."« 

SoBur Anne Madeleine went to heaven in her 
thirty-third year, and the eighteenth year of her 
entry into religion. Scarcely had she closed her 
eyes when the nuns hastened to communicate the 
sad intelligence to Monseigneur de Belzunce. The 
pious bishop came at once to the deathbed of his 
daughter, and offered holy Mass in the monastery 
church for the repose of the beloved soul. In the 
afternoon he returned, at the head of his chapter, 
in order to celebrate the solemn obsequies. It 
was touching to see the holy prelate invoking the 
blessings of the Church over the mortal remains of 
the holy nun who had been the principal instru- 
ment of the salvation of his people, and who had 
• ru, etc., 0. 13. 
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obtained for Ins episcopal town the honour of being 
the first consecrated to the beloved Heart of Jesus 
Christ 

Laid before the altar, the departed one seemed 
as if wrapped in the sweet majesty of a spouse of 
Jesus Christ, and immolated with her Master on 
the altar of the cross. The final destruction which 
consummates the sacrifice is an iaction that gires 
supreme honour to the Divinity. Anne Made- 
leine had submitted lovingly ; as a true spouse of 
the slain Lamb, she had rejoiced in the annihilation 
whereby she confessed the infinite Being ; she had 
offered the holocaust to the Heart of Jesus as the 
homage of her own loving heart. And now in 
death her face reflected a ray of the beatific light, 
whilst from her sacred remains was wafted a per- 
fume, the perfume of sacrifice. Who can doubt 
but that this sweet odour was accepted by the 
Heart of Jesus, hidden there in His tabernacle, 
and that it consoled Him for the ingratitude and 
the crimes of men. The eager multitude flocked 
to the altar rails, that they might gaze upon the 
features of the noble victim, and might satisfy 
their devotion by touching her mortal remains 
with rosary, cross, and medal. To content them, 
Monseigneur de Belzunce permitted the entry 
of the publi(^ to the cloister. When the door 
was opened, so great was the pressure of the 
«rowd, that it was with difficulty that her 
eoffin was lowered into the tomb. The people 
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then 'begged to he shown the cell that had been 
inhabited by the sister ; in an instant everything 
was carried off: crucifix, writings, images ; nothing 
escaped this pious robbery. The whole of Mar- 
seilles was moved at their irreparable loss, and on 
all sides resounded the words : ** The saint is 
dead."* 

The heart of the deceased had been removed in 
haste before the celebration of the last rites. The 
Burgeons were therefore obliged to go down into 
the vault three days after the buriid in order to 
close up the opening. To their great astonishment 
they perceived a piuk colour in the cheeks, and no 
change in the features. The eyes were life-like, the 
eyelids unwrinkled, and the members had retained 
their suppleness. From the arm they drew several 
drops of pure red liquid blood. On her bosom was 
traceable the form of a heart of a reddish hue, and 
about the size of the palm of the hand of a little 
child. The doctors made attestation that this 
mark was certainly supernatural. It was the 
miraculous trace of the signal grace that the 
Sacred Heart had accorded her in wounding her 
with the arrow Jof Its love. This sacred woynd 
had occasioned also an elevation on the chest, 
which went down at the hour of death. On the 
arm likewise of the deceased was fotind the trace 

* Cironlar of the first monastery of the Yisitation of Mar- 
•eiUes, I5th Feb., 1730; Letter of Monseigneur de Belzunce, 
Already quoted ; Fte, etc.. o. 13. 
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of a heart which she had stamped upon it eleven 
years previouslj, and which was hard> white la 
appearance, and slightly raised. Adorned with 
these noble wounds, the body of Anne Madeleine 
reposed for a considerable time in the crypt of the 
old Visitation. During the pillage of the last 
century it was taken, together with other remains, 
to the cemetery of St. Charles, where it was placed 
in the vault of the Yisitandines of Marseilles. 
But her heart, still intact after a century and a 
half, is preserved as a precious relic in the new 
first monastery of Marseilles.* 

In the beautiful letter that he wrote concerning 
his spiritual daughter, Monseigneur de Belzunce 
thus expresses himself: "It is most remarkable 
that .the opinion entertained at Marseilles con- 
cerning Sceur de Eemusat has undergone no 
change whatever; her memory is still venerated 
in the highest degree. She is affectionately 
remembered by all who conversed with her, or 
whom she had counselled in the way of salvation. 
Those who were honoured in some small measure 
by her confidence and friendship, rejoice with 
reason at having such a powerful friend at the 
court of heaven. Many persons, especially in her 
own community, preserve with the utmost respect 
as precious relics everything that was used by her ; 
they pray to her, making pilgrimages to her tomb 
to implore her intercession for them with the 
* Cironlar qaotad above ; Vie^ etc., o. 14. 
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Sacred Heart of Jesus."* TLib testlmoDj of the 
greatest bishop of Marseilles, next to St. Lazarus, 
is a spleadid confirmatioa of the praise that re- 
sounded throughout the town in honour of Soeur ^ 
Anne Madeleine. It was in rain that attempts 
were made to involve her in the unjust attacks 
that were directed against F^re Girard, the last 
director of her conscience. In Tain did the 
Jansenists in fiirj term her a stigmatized and 
bewitched girl, one possessed of the devil, and a 
sorceress. In vain also did these obstinate heretics 
point to her letters and her other writings as con- 
taining, not only the errors of Quietism, but as 
mysteries of iniquity.t Whilst these atrocious 
calumnies were vomited forth by hell, prayer, 
humble and confiding, rose up from the tomb of 
the apostle of the Sacred Heart, and the glory of 
this generous virgin of Jesus Christ began to 
appear. Q-od worked prodigies on her tomb. 
A sick, bedridden Yisitandine learnt the death 
of her spiritual sister by a sudden light which 
shone in her cell, and by the impression of a 
mysterious embrace. Others received through her 
intercession both spiritual and temporal graces. 
One sick had the happiness of beholding her 
wrapped in the splendour of heaven, offering to 
«od the Sacred Heart of Jesus, together with the 
merits of the Virgin Mary, and obtaining a speedy 

t Lett«» * I^**«' to Mdre de Grtard. 

««» of Monaeigneur de Belznnce, quoted above. 
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etit^tdt Miti, among dthfe^ faydtirs^ ittaiijr oilier' 
Bdiilib, amoDg thclm aii udwOrtKy priest^, were coii- 
Y^tted tbrougb he^ powerful' infc^rcOsl^ibii. TW' 
nfemo^y of Sdeur Anne' Miadel^ihe was' in benedic- 
tion, and great was her credit with the HearV of* 
God. 

We riiighf hei^d concliidcr tHs'Katbry, had it 
b^en onr aiift- Btfertely to s'et fbttK th^e virtues of 
Steur Anne MadeleiDfe. Btlt it* will* be remem- 
bered that we undertook tb throw a Hew light upon 
heir* magnificent' mission. TVe( have y^t, then, to 
describe sttmmariiy the admirable consequences 
of her mission, and thus put' th6 fihi^hing stroke 
ta our o¥rti work. The providentiar mission of 
Steur Ann© Madeleine went on fOr Ibng after her 
death, and the culminating glory- of heir mission, 
the consecration of thei town of Marseilles to the 
Heart of Jesus, had a wide-spread influence 
throughout the history of the devotion to the 
Sacred "Kettat^ In its own profjoirtiori, we may" 
compare the woi4c of Soeur' Anne Misideleine to the 
tree planted in the midst of th6 city, Which bore 
twelve fruits, and shed its fruit each month.* This 
ever^ increasing fe<Sundity had been predicted by 
the piouii Yisitandine a f^w days before her death, 
when she announced that the worship of the 
Sa«r6d Heart would attain freish growth's whidh 
she shotild i^ot' live to behold. Conformably to 
this pifophetic word, the tree hais grown; it is still 
* Apoo.ziu.2.' 



U 
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growings and we see it in these days loaded with , 
aalutary fruits for men and for society. Is it not 
just to attribute the glory of this marvellous 
fecundity to her, after God, who planted the fruit- 
ful tree P 

CelelMrating the mercies of the Heart of Jesus, 
and the happiness of Marseilles, vowed for ever to. 
this beloved Heart, Monseigneur de Belzunce said 
in a holy transport [to his people : " Announce 
your deliverance, and publish it to the extremities 
of the world j publish the glory of your Liberator 
among the nations, and His wonders among all 
the people with whom you hold commercial inter^ 
course. Announce to them that you owe your 
salvation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus alone, and 
that to Him alone they also must look for strength 
and consolation in all their tribulations."* These 
eloquent words assigned to Marseilles her new 
mission. Lazarus, Mary, and Martha, when of old 
they had landed on these shores, bringing the faith 
of Christ, had taught the old city its providential 
vocation. In those primitive times it was to bot. 
not for Provence alone, but for the whole of Gbul, 
the very homestead of Christian life. Later on, 
when the light was extinguished [in the Levant, 
when the candlestick which lighted the Eastern 
churches was taken away from its place,t and the 
terrible scourge of Mussulman infidelity was 
implanted in that land of prodigies and of saints, 
• Decree of 21it Sept., 1722. f Apoo, ii. 5, 
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Marseilles was once more called to restore, throiigli 
her commercial intercourse with the East, the 
liying Christianity that had come to her from those 
far distant shores. Bat in the eighteenth century 
her mission was completed, and the glory of her 
Tocation still more enhanced by her consecration 
to the Heart of Jesus. Then did Henri de Bel« 
sunce and Anne Madeleine, the high priest and 
the virgin, the successor of Lazarus and the 
descendant of Martha, bind a noblest diadem of 
joy and honour* round the brow of their beloved 
city. Thenceforward Marseilles became especially 
the city of the Sacred Heart. In obedience to the 
pious inspirations, or let me rather say, the pro« 
phetic words of her bishop, she honoured the 
Sacred Heart, not only within her own walls, but 
likewise she extended its worship throughout the 
East, and was an important agent in the propaga- 
tion of this devotion in France and elsewhere. 

One word first about the East. We have 
already seen that, by the influence of Soeur Anne 
Madeleine, a confraternity of the Sacred Heart had 
been established at Cairo, and the new devotion 
ititroduced into Constantinople. In 1733, a con- 
fraternity was erected in this capital, in the suburb 
of Galata: it was composed in all probability of 
Marseillaise merchants, whose affairs necessitated 
their presence in the states of the Sultan. From 
thence the apostolate spread through the valley of 
« lea. xzviil 5, 
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theJdAditorriiuiera., 19i9Cbri«tiaofto£theTarioiur> 
tibm ot Sf riit weoDO. nUUcd under the bannor ol 
the.H^iMi.Qf' Je0Uf» in the cbnieheaof. tha JjiseoitSi 
atv AntooiiH tlie dvpnohin* of Aleppo^ and thai 
^ATPniJw of Damascus,, and< mar^ela of graca andi 
salvation. wQr0 wiought in tbaae oounttiea.* Lei' 
U9*QotforgjBt tiiat thus were sown in the East tha. 
firjBt germs of the devotion, to tha Sacred Hearlfv 
that has since made such marvallous progresft 
there^ 

I said, above, tiiat within fhe walls. of Marseillea. 
devotion to the divine Heart never flagged. Eacb 
year beheld tbe faithful aocomplishmeQt of the vow. 
TV^hilst the nations denied Christ, the King of souls 
and of Bocietji there was one town in the world 
who every year implicitly acknowledged His sacred- 
royalty by the homage that it paid to tha Heart of 
its true Sovereign. This fealty wa« always ran* 
deredy.aven in the disastrous times of the Bevolu- 
tion. It is true that the magistrates of the town 
n^ore than once falsified the. vow of their prede^ 
cessorsybut what else could be expeot;ed from men* 
who had denied the Church P They were replaced 
by fervent Catholics, who, in. the name of tha 
faithful populace, celebrated with faith. tha Eeafdr^ 
of the Sacred Heart. Even during the yearst<4v 
the Terror, the feast was kept^ unknown to thosei^ 
who were breaking up tbe.altars,, and massacreing^ 
the minbters of religion. The Abb^ Baymonet^ ^ 
• Le P. Daniel, S,J« HUL d^JaJS^Mckrgu&riU Marie, o, 29« 
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rvnd 'ibe lOsrAiirim ^<m Joseph, tog^li^ with 
^faentmadf ithiB Visitiitioli who had l>e>(0n drivta 
<oxxt ffrom tteir 'Cloirfier, and among Whom WM 
OHaBftnfid de B^mtttat, thb great-niece of 'Scetir 
/Anne Madeleine assembled secretly in U private 
>Iion8e9 'and there oflbr^ to 'Iffae (Beart of Jestfa 
Dhfiitlifaeliyvre vnd ^^oticm df His &il!bfal Mar. 
eailhi.* 

iEt mtm in the year 1795 that the V&oitdf the 
■fiaciBd Beart was again isolemniied pnbKely In the 
(ohttpdfaea '^f the town ; bnt the retire preeesaion 
was only ra-^esitablished in ISCKT, amder the adttfin. 
istration of M, d'Adthoine. tSttncre then the feast 
has been religionidy Icept ^erery year. Keverthe- 
less, in 1871, the monieipality of Marseilles, who 
l>eIonged to a hostile party-, refased to fulfil the 
finnnisas'of its 'predeeeseen. But ike ifriends ef 
the Saered Heait were watebhfg, vnd w^e defte^- 
aniDed to pay fhe secular ti^bute'of gnttitiide. In 
^eonjimctien with ftto dobs of Ae Visitation, ^U^ 
Addressed l^iemselres to % aeteet'ecnnafittee tif vocfei 
wifao liad vmted witfi a view to evereeming 1/be 
evvhi of the Xdmes. The )president ^f the cott- 
snittee was M. Delnl^Martiny, a fkoMMis blirribter 
and sesaoQu defender ef €aMielic intereets. He 
was related, threagh Madame Martiny^ mio 4e 
8ollser«, to the famfly v)f iSosur Aniie Madelme, 
and was on this acomuit ehosen to represeat the 



* A, Xsforet, &e TltkgnB of 1720, in the iRevue de 2t<ur* 
aiiU«t,>olt8M 
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Catholics of Marseilles, and to offer to the Sacred 
Hearty in their name, the taper adorned with the 
escutcheon of the citj. All the pious families 
were .convoked, and when the feast dawned, an 
unwonted multitude filled the courtyard and 
church of the Visitation, and overflowed even into 
the street. The Holy Sacrifice was offered by M. 
le Yicaire G6n6ral Eourquier, and at the moment of 
the offertory, the great nephew of Soeur de S6mu- 
sat came forward and presented the traditional 
candle. There were a considerable number of 
communicants, and the piety displayed recalled 
the time of the first ipstitution. In the evening, 
the votive procession wound through the nave of 
the cathedral, and he who had presented the 
blessed candle in the name of the Catholics of 
Marseilles now followed the Blessed Sacrament as 
It was borne in the hands of the venerable sue^ 
cesser of Belzunce. The Bishop of Marseilles was 
surrounded by the elect of his flock, and the 
homage that was on that day rendered by this 
faithful people to the Heart of Jesus surpassed 
anything that had been seen for half a century. - 
On the Feast of the Sacred Heart, in the year 
following, as the municipality still held back, the 
chamber of commerce fulfilled the vow. The 
president, M. Armand, one of the most distin- 
guished and Catholic men of the town, presented 
the candle in the name of his fellow-citizens. The 
crowd was great in the chapel of the Yisitation, 
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and it was necessary to distribute Holy Com- 
munion even in the courtyard of the monastery. 
Thus, during the disastrous years that came upon 
France, the glorious pact of 1722 was faithfully 
kept at Itfarseilles. Since then the tradition has 
been once more upheld by the municipality, and 
the obligations of the city have been piously 
carried out by a Catholic mayor, M. Rabuteau, 
who has permitted the votive procession through 
the streets and public places, to the great joy of 
the entire city* 

One word only have we now to say concerning 
the influence throughout f^rance of the work of 
SoBur Anne Itfadeleine. After the great events of 
1722, the Feast of the Sacred Heart was placed in 
the calendar as one of the most solemn feasts of 
the year, throughout the dioceses of Aix, Aries, 
and Toulon, who followed the example of Mar- 
iseilles, as, like it, they had been delivered from the 
attacks of the plague through the protection of 
the Heart of Jesus. The example of these ancient 
and illustrious cities had a powerful influence over 
the rest of France.* It is to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus that France owes all her gratitude for having 
enabled her to break the glacial fetters of Jan- 
senism, to escape from the fury of revolutions, and 
the snares of Gallicanism. If she is ever enabled 
to rise and resume her glorious mission, it will be 
because the church of France is the eldest daugh- 

• Le B, ?• Daniel, Hiai, delaB, Marguerite MaHe, o, 29« 
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ter .of the Heart of Jemis Christ, as well .as the 
hingdom of Mary Immfculate. It is owing to this 
divine Heart that she has heeu so fertile in leam^^ 
and vacant pcejatefh in admirable priests, conr^ 
gQons misB^unigries, fervent virgii^s, an^ has been 
the cradle of all the gr^at C(itholic undertakings. 
Sut the fountain head of this wonderful devotion 
has exer be^n the regipn copdprised between the 
.diocese of Autun and the .diooese of Marseilles^ 
between the tomb of Li^aru^ and the cathedral of 
Lazarus, the splendid casket that encloses the 
lAortal remains of the virgin of Paraj, and the 
humble cpffin that re.ceived the ^ust of her sister 
of the South. This is evident throughout^ the 
hiiitory of this fiweet devotion. The gref^t pU« 
grimage to Faray-le-Monial in June^ 1873, is one 
among piany proofs of tl^e truth of this fact, 
Ajs^ong all the towns .of France and of the whole 
yrorld, Marseilles wall^ed foremost in the trium- 
phal procession, and amid the general enthusiasm 
the voices of her children uttered loud and cle^ 
their watchword, 

Idve t^ JSacfred ^Lsartf 

Before we oojAclude this book, iwe matk ^five 
banaur io ficeiir Anne Madeleixie for a woik lor 
i^jaelh her lai^iurs had doubbless pfefMunsd ithe m§j 
be$(Nqeha94 4^ovgb a d^aign of Q^qd. Tw^ great 
Tefiff^vofi ^c^s We, MB is w^ i^Wf^^ XA^evred 
jlhe m^on qf propfffiai^g thn^a^^^b ithe Cattio. 
Up ,wi.y«r«e ^ dewtiwi to ti^^ Sftc^ed Seart. 
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Ihaae ^e tb^vCompanyof Je«Q|iaiid*the yisHs^ioii 
(Sflinte HLm^ ^be^ b«re fLlw0^B falfiUe4 wpfft 
(i^Hnrabl^ .tb^ir (gloiio)i9 miisipn. Batrfts ixi ttha^ 
i4a^ ^tha wqr^bip of the.Saqred iQefurt was :to %b 
^tiUimpiie '40yelope4> JBrq^idppc^ •sained tup .^n tbe 
rbogiimu^ (C^ ihkoentoi^ Aootber gvMlrmstitatiom 
(tb^ :So<i^«flkj of tthe Saoced JSeaiit. ^Jia .end of tbis 
49oaietj,ia4(MHHaiiHiniQate*tQ sonl^f bj.tb^ means of 
ifiduf^i^tiop litndiinajbrpclfioq, tbo hifiiiite treaaures of 
g];a60 ,^hat .are contaiped in this Heart* iElven ^ben 
4«be ^i;^Qiber of ,tbe aeryants qf ibe ^m^i^pd Heart 
,wm mqt j(Qt <;oi^plete in ^the diiiioe.tbougbt. {Chei^e 
,Y^p J^any o.ihera frbq, in difforent xeligiqos cqn- 
^rQgatioj;^ and in other iunumerable waya, served 
^^4 glorified Him ; bnt it was i&tting 4ihat He 
should tbe bo^o.^re4 bj Mary as weU tMi by 
}(I|^u*tlia, by .tbe contemplative as well .as by the 
active life.* Therefore, by jthe side of the great 
institution we have just named, there rose up 
Another, more hidden and more humble, which may 
,bie Aermed the Qontetfipltttwe JSlacred Segri. New 
mlieM :bave arises to satiefy tbe devotion of HtkO 

* Tha .Company of Jesua, th^ Soo&etj 9' tlup Scored Heact, 
tm^ rSTAa ih0 yisUifii{io9» <n(i sooM^it ti4 ilMr Mhook, sme, 
1fmf9»4¥ if psaluitff a^ed Qtd^n, wIkmt^ tbf .«0At«ynpl*tife 
.Ufsi84ai]ii^injth4ihoieoUfelils. AeooHUaffto41ie4ooiriae 
^ 6t. 3^«af^^ thf PWrsly oontsBipiWiTS ^ htm for ^ 
Mjfc3ijg^'t0 Qbjects ^e xMintwaBUfciog of ihs divias truth, and 
in ft lod as ^qxjy in a sabfi»oilii7Sw^4 gnasi^Mon^ary maniiar the 
pplionJ virtues wni the jQoiuiidaratioii of ^he Todf;s .«| Qo^ 
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tnanj ferment 'souli whom a glorioui apostolate 
has gained to the Heart of Jesas Christ. The 
Church exposes to public veneration the Most 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, and at His feet in 
adoring expiation kneel the elect among these 
souls. Beside the priests, who in the light of the 
Sacfed Heart evangelize the earth, O-od has placed 
virgins, who praj without ceasing that their 
ministry may be fruitful; and by the side of those 
active virgins who, in forming Christian women, 
labour to render society conformable to the image 
of the Heart of Jesus, kneel the contemplative 
virgins, whose mission is to immolate themselves 
as pure victims before the Blessed Sacrament, 
exposed day and night, in order that by their 
sacrifice they may aid in the re-establishment of 
the reign of Jesus Christ, and iti the exaltation of 
His adorable Heart.* 

* Madame Barat, who was^ together with P^re Yarin, the 
f onndresB of the Society of the Saored Heart, had wonderful 
lights oonoeming the aim of the derotion to the Heart of the 
Man-God. She understood that two great things were 
needed in order to the exaltation of the diyine Heart : first, 
B vast apostolate; and then a perpetaal adoration and expia- 
tion before the Blessed Saorament. She had devoted herself 
and her daughters to the first of these works, and oonse- 
qnently she oonld not undertake the second ; but she noTOr 
forgot it, and in 1816 she even laid the foundation of the 
new Congregation, :in instituting the perpetual adoration 
in the novitiate of Paris, and inouloating on the members of 
her society the spirit of expiatory victims. See l'Abb6 
Baunart, Hist, de Madam Barat^ book III., o. 85 book !▼., 
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It was beside the tomb of Sodur Anne Madeleine 
that the first idea of the Society of the Daughters 
-of the Heart of Jesus was inspired to a soul 
connected by the ties of hindred with the pious 
Yisitandine. The double aim of this new congre- 
gation was the very same that the ardent lover of 
the Sacred Heart had learnt from her divine 
Master, and had imparted to the souls under her 
direction, and to the confraternities that she had 
instituted. Contemplating day and night the 
wound in the Heart of the slain Lamb, these 
yirgins shall offer themselves in holocaust to 
repair the sins of souls who wound Him most 
sensibly.. They shall likewise, in imitation of the 
Yirgin of Calvary and of the altar, pray that the 
Church and the Pontiff of Qod may triumph over 
their enemies, and that the Heart of Jesus the 
King may receive homage, praise, and thanks- 
giving, not from individual souls alone, but from 
the nations. They shall ask that, following the 
example of Marseilles, all cities and kingdoms 
may bow down before Him, and just as of old 
St. Theresa in all her prayers and austerities had 
<5hiefly in view the salvation of France, so shall they 
pray with especial fervour that the eldest daughter 
of the Church may resume her glorious mission of 
protecting Catholic interests throughout the entire 

-0. 1 ; book VI., o. 3. Madame Barat also said : " Carmel 
should be implanted in the Saored Heart as the most beaat^ 
f ol tree in this sweet garden." Ibid,, book viii., o; 4« 
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AQif evfle. Sy « imyflterionft deeree of Hk 'pf oyi- 
tdenoe, Ood has led this iDfitdtoongregittion from 
ita bktIuplAoe in ithe touih, to the north, wheee^ 
rUnder the proteotion of one of ithe moUt illnstriom 
iknd enlightened prinoee of the .Gfanrch,* they can 
«88i8t,8(t ^he building of a -sanctoftryjui » memorial 
^f the ooneeoration of pious Belgium to the Saored 
Heart.t A portion of this religious familj ham 
idiqpersed into other parts to found new housesJt 
The irest ha?e remained in Belgium, and kneeling 
tbefore the Blessed Sacrament in their ipsondsionarjr 
fiMinctuary, they offer in spirit mioeasingly to the 
rdivme Majesty l^e theandrie Blood whereby the 
stations are healed, sonhi are redeemed^ and ihe 
tearth cleansed from her iniquities. 

In conelasion, let us say one last word in honont 

* The decree for the ereotion of the first monastery of -the 
Daughters of the Saored Heart of the monastery of Berohem- 
les-AnTers, was Sigrned on the 8th Deoemher, 1878, by Moo* 
«eigne«r ^e Arohbishop of BlaOines, now Oardiaal Beohamps. 

t This sanctuary is to be seen at Berohem-les-AuTcrs lyj 
the side of the monastery. fiEis Holiness Tope Pius IX. seift 
{the first Bicoie of the ledifioe, and It was ladd «m the 8th dE 
^eprtembec, X875^ ^j th« i?apal repreaentativi^ Moniclisiiewr 
TannuteUi. 

t A seocmd monafitery of the Daughtorg -of the Heart of 
Jesus was erected at Aix« the capital of Provence, in aooord- 
anoe with the wish of his Eminence ISIonseigneur Foroad^ 
^ohMshopiC^ Aii& Other dioceses arwait similar foanda- 
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off' the ChoroU of Maneilleff. I^e Batf Beeomoh 
more fruitful tfaan erer in holy Boulff since she hair- 
consecrated herself to the Hieart' of Jesufr Christ. 
Would that she might never forget- tibia most^ 
noble of all her triumphs. The statue of the 
generous Belzunce ornaments the public ways, but 
nowhere is seen the image of Soeur B^musat, and 
her ashes rest in an obscure grave. Neither do we 
meet with a church of the Sacred Heart, although, 
owing to the piety of the people, one was com- 
menced in 1821, on the centenary of the plague. 
And yet it is* incredible that the city ^w excel-- 
lence of the Heart of Jesus, who in a considerable 
degree inaugurated the great movement of devotion 
to which we are eye-witnesses, should remain 
much longer deprived of a sanctuary of the Sacred 
Heart ; nor that within its walls there should not 
be found a cloister like that of the Sacred Heart in 
Belgium, where day and night kneel holy virgins 
whose mission is to adore and to make reparation 
to this divine Heart. Eather let us infer, from the 
works already accomplished, that Froiiidence pre- 
pares afar a new triumph for the Heart of Jesus. 

* The first atone was solemnly laid by Monseignenr de 
Beansset, Archbishop of Aix, in the presence of the civil, 
military, and religions anthoritieB, amidst ffreat state, on the 
Place Saint Ferr^ol. The prefecture now stands on the spot, 
bnt there is no trace of a dhnrch, and even the monnment 
which pointed out the place of the foundation stone has been 
xemoved. 
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£erhap8 indeed it will be to tiie Daughters of the. 
Heart of Jesus, the inheritors of the spirit of Anne 
Madeleine, that He will confide the mission of 
building this new sanctuary in His honour. 
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